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Palace, and volunteered Artillery and In.
fantry for the front at Sebastapol, and for
the campaign of the Indian mutiny. ‘Tho
writer appears also to have forgotten the
Artillery Brigades of Norfolk and Suffolk,
with an establishment of probably 1,300 of
all ranks, of whom threo-fourths are old sol-
diers of from 8 to 10 years’ service, and of
two periods of embodiment, But that is
nob remarkable, for, obscure as has been the
1ot of the infantry of tho Lino of Militia, the
country scems to bo unware that there is
aoy Artillory force. Ido not speak fo: a
moment of the Artillery of the Volunteer
service—through and excellent soldiers of
discipline, and not inferior to that of tho re-
gular or Militia Artillery ¢ ¢
Itisnot to be supposed that the Govern-
ment of this great courrtry will deliberatein
public on matters of such vital 1mportance
as its military preparations by sea and land,
but as an earnest supporter of their general
policy I counsel them insomo degres to
abandon their lofty reticience. Forinstance,
tho public know next to nothing of the de-
fences of Harwich, where 1 havo recently
been in command. The works that defend
that harbour and roadstead would sink the
stoutest ironclad squadron for which the
anchorage could find berth. Yet the pub-
licknow littlo of this, and I do not think
the army knowsmore. The Government by
its silence does itself injustice. Popular
writers play at writing invasion stories, and
tho publicis partly amused and partly awed ;
butin the ono case without the lively ap-
preciation that works of _fiction should se
cure, and in the other without the bracing
of thospirit which leads to great deeds,
Beliove this from one who has studied the
subject of homo defence before there was a
volunteer, or an iron-clad, or o riflod picce
ofordnance, or a br.echloading rifle: that
thoresources of England are amply suffi-
cient for her defence if she is in carnest in
the matter, and will listen neither to excuse
nor self-sceking in this Jast of national re-
quirements. Yor, sir, I tako leavo here with
some diffidence, as overpassing my profes-
sional boundary, and {icspassing on your
domain, to differ from you in tho conclusions
which you draw. ‘The generation which has
seen the Danish, the Crimean, the Austro-
Prussian, the Italian, and the Franco-Prus-
sian Wars, the gigantic strugglo in the
United States of America, and the Indian
Mautiny, and which calls to mind the slight
incidents which gave notico of each succes-
sivo burst of the - tempest, must heve lost
not merely tho gift of prescience, but the
simflist power of exorcising memory and of
aplying reasoning if it take not heed bo-
times,—dcadian Recorder. :

We copy from the Manitoban of 13th
May, received three days ago, the following
regimental order issued by Lieut.-Col.
Casault to the 2nd Battalion of tho Red
River Expaditionery force provious to its
disbandment.

Lowsr Fort Garry, 29th April, 1871.
Reciuextar Orper No, 6

The Licut-Col. Commanding cannot sco
this finc Battalion disbanded without much
regret.

. Inspito of the reckless party spirit wlich
incited somo uuscrupuluus writers for the
Tress to try to discoursge the men at the
vitset, and then belittle their success-—in
spito of a still worse class of politicians who
tried to tamper with the men—it s no
mean subject of pride and satisfaction to
seo that, while tho * 2nd Quebec Rifles’”
wa not the lastin overcoming  difficul-

tics and dangers on the way, its behaviour
since its arrival hero loaves nothing to bo
desircd , that in a country luiely convulsed
by party strife, without courts of law, and
until lately without any of tho machinery of
government—whero heart burnings produc-
ed, by much to be regrotted events on the
ono side—and approhonsions and distrust on
the othor—went far to fan party passions
into a flame, and made the situationat all
timesdelicate, and sometimes dangerous and
critical— the second Battalion has been able
to securo the good will and confidence of
the citizens of Mamitoba of whatever creed
and nationality ; that it has beon a source
of rclianco and strength to tho Government
and all those wishing to abide by logality
and order, while it cannot have fatled to in-
spiro serious misgivings in others.

Although a few bad charactors have
swolled tho list of military offences, notany
one act of any one member of the Battalion
can be cited in the least degree impairing or
compromising any of tho interests of this
Province. The Commanding Officer is proud
to see that all ranks have kept a sing{)o oye
to tho good of our common country, put
aside secctionalism, and understand that
what is the real lasting prosperity of any cne
Province of the Confederation, is equally
for the benefit of all,

Discipline and cheerful discharge of duty
under the strict administration of Military
Law, deserving at all times of praiso, were
under the peculiar circumstances, accom-
}mnied by highly patrotic and sgirit,cd be-

aviour ; and the Commanding Officer can

assure the men of tho Battalion, that when
the difficulties we had to contend with be-
come more generally known and appreciat-
ed, a grateful country will not easily forget
the ¢ Second Queobec Rifles.”

Meanwhilo all ranks will have the satis-
faction to know that their Battalion would
do credit to any country, and every officer
and man may rest assured that lus having
served in the “Second * will bo a credit to
him during life.

The Licut,-Col. Commanding begs espe
cially to notice the gh-mindedness with
which the men enlisted in Untario have
helped us to sustain the credit of our Pro-
vince. Many of them are among the best
men of the Battalion.

The Liout.-Col. Commandmg, tenders Ins
best thanks to tho officers, non-comnmission-
ed officers and men of the Battalion, and
begs to assure thom of his very earnest
wishes for their future welfare and pros

perity.

PRESENTATIUN.

The following address was presented to
Col. Dowker, on the occasion of tho break
up of the Laprarie Camp, by Quartermaster
1 Balfour, on behalf of the Second Brigade ;—

Caxp AT LAPRAIRIE,
July 12th, 1871.
‘To Masor Dowrer, M. G. A.,
Supply Officer.

Sir,—We, tho Quartermasters of the sev-
oral Battalions comprising the second Bri-
gade, lately doing duty in camp at Laprairio,
with the entiro approval of our respective
commanding officers, do hergby tender you
our warm and most sincere thanks for tho
very able, soldierly, and impartial manner i )
whick you have performed your varigus ar-
duous duties as Supply Officer. Itis our,
carnost desire at all times to pay a just tri- |
buts to well-carued merit, and would, there-
fore, assuro you, personally, that your in-
variable kindness and courtesy, during our

—— —

term of duty, will long be vemembered with
tho most hively feclings ot gratitudeand es-
tecm,

With our best wishies for your futurs suc-
cesy, and trusting thata gracious Providence
will long spare you amongst us,

We have tho honour to be, sSir,
Your very obt. scrvants,

R. Barrour, Qr-mastor,
1st of Princo of Wales Riftes

Ricaary W. McGrecor, Qr.-master,
11th 3att. Infantry.

ALexaspsr WINTER, Qr.-master,

53rd Batt. Infantry.
L. Tooxas, Jr., Qr.-master,

54th Batt, Infuntry.
Joux 11, Coox, Qr.-master,

53th Batt. Infuntry.

]Mn jor Dowker mado the following re
ply i—
MoxTrEAL, 12th July, 1871.

GeNTLEMEN,—In re;illy to the address
which you have just handed me, with the
approval of your respective commanding of-
ficers, as to the manner in which I have por-
formed my dutics as Supply Officer at the
Laprairie Camp, I can only say that on re
ceiving tho appomtment from Col. Smith,
D. A. G.,, I determined to do my duty to
the best of my ability, and I can assure you
that it is most gratifying to me, tohear from
thoso with whom I have been so closely con-
nected, that my services have been so fully
a‘{)prec'\ated, more particularly, asyon are
all aware of those unfounded reporis which
were circulated concerning bad and insuffi
cient rations.

This address which you have so kindly
volunteered to me is the best possible evi
denco of the incorrectaess of these reports.
I cannot allow this opportunity to pass with-
out expressing to you what I haves already
done to my superior officers, viz.: tho very
great efficiency and earnestness with which
you have one and all performed your duty.

In wishing you farewell, I trust wo may
meet again under similar favourable circum-
stances, and under equslly eflicient com-
mandn,, officers.

¥ remain,
Yours yery respectfully,
GEO. DOWKER,
To the Quaitermasters’, Major.
2nd Brigade,
Camyp; of Laprairie.
o —— - -

THE “GREAT NATIUNAL LOAN."

The * great National loan ** of the United
States appears to have been a fallure, The
amount asked for in the first place, was
$200,000,000, of which it appears about
$66,800,000 had been taken up; and in the
second place, a further loan of $13(,000,000
was called for. The terms upon which this
second instalment would be taken were ex-
tensively advertised in almost overy paper
in tho Union, insomo few in Canada, and
1n the leading London journals. If thishad
been successful it would have been followed
by other calls for loans, in tho aggregate
amounting to $1,300,000,000.—But the loan
scems to hay - failed, for within tholast few
days the Secretary of the Treasury has in-
structed tho agent of the departmeut to
withdraw the advertisement except from a
few newspapers, alleging as a reason_ that
tho result will nut justify the expenditure.
The object was to refund the pational debt.
at a uniform rate of five per cent intevest,
and it was thought that it would bo met
with such general-favor that che whole of the
$1,634.000,000 would Lo promptly taken up
in tho United States.
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