
IMPORTANT TO TuE CHTJRCBES. 1i

tinctly before the meinhers of dependent congregations. The first letter,'
addrcssed to the Secrotary-Trrensure:-, is datcd London, September 4, 1860.
The following cxtracts are made :

"' This letter will require anid we hiave n doubt receive your careful, prayerful
consideration. It is intended to bring undcr yaur notice and thatofyourgeneral
comnanittee, the present condition and the prospect for the future of the Cliurcheff,
in youir Province. As you wilI readily suppose we look with deep interest to
Canada as. tbc scene of somne of the earliest operations of our Society ; and we dis-
cover occasion for devant tbankfulness that it bas been the itnstrumentof effecting
a large amouit of good. Stili, we confess that we bave for a long period felt no
littie'strrow at the appareut want of progress that some of your churches indicate.
Nat a few have been ini receipt of grants frn aur funds for a period of ten, fifteen
or ci-en twenty yenrs 1 If it bc possible to justify ini sanie rare cases, ire fear that
our graîntq bave gcnerally operated like an endowment, and prevented that feeling
or desire for self-support whichi we think ougbt ta characterize the churches, itnd
canstitute a principle of notion influencing every individual mnember. It bas
occurred ta our Comniittee, on observîng in vour sebedule tbe smail attendanco
in s(>rne of the chapels, whether tbey may lt be ndvantageoustly supplied by coin-
potent loy preachers, presuming that F-ncb could be round. Or, if a station has
been occup.ied for a~ certain number of yearîl, with little or no progrees, whether
it oiglît not tabe rclinquisbled. Whilst so large an aggregate amount le expended
on these saller, and as same of theai appeur ta us uuiproduictive stations, we are
unable to avail ourselves satisfactorily of' nore important ones, It is au aigu-
ment we often emnploy wbcu pleading for the Pociety, that we help. ta. sustain
tbe M1issionq for a time only, and not ini perpeffiity. And al] aur ogencies in every
part of our Colonial empire wilit the one exceptioiz of Canada, are in accordaince
with this principle. In South Africa, New Zoland, and ait the Australins aur
pcconiary aid is granted un a sliding sçale for two or at most fln-ce years and then
ceoses altogether. Our Cummuittee feel that sanie rucb principle muet be adopted
for Catnada. A3 far os we are fiurnisbed with the means a judging, we cannot
but think it would act favourably an the Congregations, mkiL a hei ta feel more
decply the obligation to minimter to the temporal necessitie of those wbo labour
ta pruuîtiotc their spiritual welfitre. It is under the influence of these viewa tl4t
our Ccotimittce propose to, reduce ail the grants in your' ochedule tu Church e
whicb bave been more than fii-e years on the liRt twenty per cent. We trust that in
niost if not clsiuch cases, the congregations will flnd no diffieulty in-making up this
amourit, so that our brcthren mny not be exposed ta any inconvenience. Besides
this, the sub-comnîittee whzo very carefuly considered ail the cases enunierated
la yatr sohectule, proposcd the fahlowing reductians. * * * * la conclusion
permit us ta assure you, and tlirough you the brethren generally, that our present
communication miust flot he regarded its any indication of a want of interest in

teior their labours. WVe think we are taking the best metbod to promete the
benefirL of tthI."

This communication is signcd hy the Treasurer and Seoretary.

The Gencral Committce met in Octoher ta consider this important docu-
mient, mluiclx they found would affect no fcwcr thon .twcr.ty of thc grants te
churches on onc schcdule. In a fcw instanccs it wa thought that a mnodifi-
caition night hc nmade in the grint -vithout serions injury, but in most cases
the Gencral Coumittcc declincd taking the rcspousibility of making any changYe
durifig the current, year. Thcy also requcsted them 'Scetary-Treasurer te
Write uit length to the Society in England, settiog forth saine of the causes
of apparent want of progress in nîany instanics,-as emigration westward,-
the introduction of other dcnouuinations after we have mode a conimainccnient;
-aur caref'ulness ini the mattcr of coitmutiion,-nnd auch like obstacles te

o--pid extension. Hie was also to show the importance of proving an abiding
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