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INTERNATIONAL S, S. LESSON. -~
' Sunday, Dec. 5.

Last Davs or Jacon—Uen, 48:8.22,
(oLvkN ThxT.—V. 2L, Commit—15:10.
Time—not far from 1689, B8 .C.
INTRODUCTION AND CONNECTION.
Tho ovents that trauspired botween our

o)

&e. It isquite consistont tuunt this bloss.
ing should bo spokon of asgiven to Joscph,
forit wus ho whom Ephraim and Manas-
soh woro to ropresont.

They wore to bo the Joseph of tho as-
socinted tribes ;—this was to bo Joseph's

peculine honor, that he, nmong all the

Uy And he blessed Foseph, and .mn/,'

o
WHERL 1> YULR LANTLRN

)

' Youny lHarry was sont on an crrand one
I'oveniug in early winter.  Afier giving him his
y tnessago his mother said, * Bo suro you take
{ the lantern with you, Harry." ¢ Bothor the
lantern 1" answered tho boy, gruftly and disre.
speet{ully s and ho stasted, mutteriug to him.
Inyeell, *What do I waut with o lantern? 1

take 2 Had ho mado n wmistake? (19)

What did Jacob say? What did he uay
tho eldest shoull bo? And whut about
tho younger? (16, Why is it said that
Jacob blessed Jasephi? Becauso n good
futher is bloysed whon his sons are blessed.
How did Jucob addross God in the first !
pluco? In the sccond placo ? (161,

Iast losson and this, are brietly summarized | sons of Isrnel, was to onjoy a two-fold ro- y the third pluco? Doces ho mean the same ( guess I kuow the way well enough.’,

du tho Intter part of ch. 47 and the first
.sovon verses of ch. 48, The only circum
stancas of spocial importauce given incon
nection with the fumily of Israel, nre the

promises Jacob exacted from |Josoph of | his own. God, bcfore whom my fathers do for the luds P Whoso names woze to bo

carrying his romaing to Cannan, and bury-

iug thom in tho burisl placo of his futlers. y solomin.invocation, and is addressed to God
the uccount, commencivg with our pros- | in grateful remembrance of what Ho had

ont chuptor, of Jucob's aickncas; of Jos.
oph‘n visit; of Jucob's solomnl{ reminding
him- of tho promiso made to his fathers,
and in which he was porsonally so deoply
intorested ; und of Jacob's formalndoption,
as his own, of Fosepl's two sous,

LESSON NOTES.

(8). And Israel beheld Joscpl's sons, and

swid—who are these? Jacob's sight was
din through ago, Sv.lO.) 8o that, while it
ishero said Ze beheld, wo ave to undorstand
tbat he saw only in "dim ¢. linu—not suf-
ficiently well to identify tho individuals
near him,

(9, 10). And Foseplh said—they are my

sons swhom God huth given me in this place.

Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I

will bless them—bostow upon them the
prophetic blessing which was to bo signifi-
cant of Gods purpose in regard to tho
“familics, or tribes, of which they were to
-be tho heads.  And ke browght them, . ...

.and he (Jacob) Aissed them, and embraced

them.

(12). 1 had not thoight to see thy face,
and lo, God hath showed ne thy sons? This
is un'outburst of warm, grateful feeling,
aliko interosting and affecting, and exhibit-

.ing in ono brief sentonco the extremes of
anguish and of joy-that had marked the
patriarch’s old age. | '

(12). And.Foscph brought them out from
between his (father's) Anuees; in order that
before the blessing was given to his sons,
ho might himself draw near, and do rever-
enco.to his futher. e borwed kimselfwith
Jis fa.e to the earth. This act had in it no
‘element of ‘worship, but. was. at’ ouce. a
-mark of profound” tilial reveronce, and an

iacknowledgment of his fathers superiority
in overy. importang particular to . himself,

(18). This uct thus reverently and pious-
1y performed, Joseph took them both—Eph-
raim (tho younger) in Ais right hand to.
aards [sreel'slefty and Mauasseh (the eldar)

in his left hand towards Israels righi, and
brought them near. unto him. The object

-of this arrungoment was,, that his futher's

right bund might'rest upon the head of.

the clder, aud his left hand upon that of
the younger while pronounnciug- the bless-
ing. Such wero human fdeas and human
usage; but God’s choice very oiten sets
both aside, proceeding upon grounds we
do not.understand, and havisg in view
onds we have never contemplated.

rg). Lsracl stretched out Ris right. hand,

and laid it upon Ephrasme’'s hedd. .. .and

kis left. hand uposn Masassek's head.
This movemont was both -unexpected

and unsatisfactory to Joseph (v. 17). He]

-was nob pleased that the right of tho first-
born should - even seem: to be turned away
Jrom bis eldost son ; but Facod guided his
Tands, wittingly—(by: wise- intent).. -Ho
‘was making no mistake either throughage
or imperfect vision, as Joseph supposed.

(17,:18), "[We havo ' j;x-qnsposedp )
verses for the sake ¢f preserving tho con-

.nectionrunbrokon. 'Tho advantago of do: | they. woro

ing =o.will bo obviousj: "And ivken Foscph
S, S, (18 displeased hine—* was evil in
‘his oyes.”  He regarded it as a. mistake,
Attributable to his -fathers . infirmity, and
ke held :q?‘/z:'ft]'alﬁtf: hand, to rémove 1t

Jroni Eparaim'sihead fo Manassch's ‘head s |

-saying as he so—no! so,
s the first-born. . o

i (19)..-And kis fatker refused, and said—1.
Know it, my.: son, I know ¢t / There was no
deception in this matter, no mistako-was
being: made. His-father's. act was.per-
‘formed with'a prophetic insight that evon
Joseph might not question, and he wisely

my'fatker, for.this

-forebore. ST . .

He also shall becone a people, (n distinoy,
-and:scparmte tribe,, ‘and /fc:also shall be
Zealy but truly lus younger brother shall
“oe" greater than ke, and:kis:secd shall be-

come @ multitude.(tho fulness) of nations:

During the period ot:t}go:"‘_l{i_ugtllom of Is<
racl,” Ephraim becamo the lending . tribe §

and such was his power and influenco, that
.his ‘nams: ‘came fo...be_regarded ss. s
-synonym; for all, Inrael,—(¥8.7:.2, 8,9, 17).

“these |

wesenlation.  Joseph's  own  personal
lossing was o be recoived at another
time, whon hio and all his brethren should
! nass bofore his fathor, and cach recoive

Abrakam amd Isaac dud swalk. “This is &

beon to his fathers—tho great God be-
fore whown they had walked humbly and
roverently to the end of their days; ‘sohi
JSed me (or provided for my bodily wnnts{
all my life-long unto this day. Jncob hae
had mnny rovorses, but God had never
permitted him to want.

(10). Tur Axekr—{(Messengor). The
word Asukl is liere appositionnl with Gup
in tho preceding verso; and moans Tur
Loauv—(ch. 28:18), or, ns Jucob himself de-
clared, (v. 8), Gop Alstenry, Bless the
laels, and let my name be named upon them,
—that is, lot them bo heads of tribes in
tho nation called by my name—(Num. 1:10,
82-85; Rov. 7:0,8), and the names of my
Sathers Abrakam and Isaae.  As Israelites
by true adoption, thoy should be hoirs with
the other tribes to the promises made to
Abraham and to Isaac, And let them grow
‘(*“ us tishes do, incrense ") info a multstude
i the midst of the carth. (Seo again note
to v. 19).

(20). Asdd he blessed them that day—say-
ing'in thee shall Isracl bless, saying, &e.,—
that is, their names should bo a sort of

roverb for blessing—should pass into a

orm of words oxpressive of tb~ best wish-
es forothers. Thus, the two sous of Joseph
became tho adopted sons of Isrmel, and
heirs with the others to-tho promised in
horitance in Canaan. Honcoforth the triba
genoalogies of Ephraim and Munassch de-
sconded . with those of tho other children of
Isracl ; ‘while the othex children of Joseph,
if any, are never heard of in tho sacred ro-
coxd; (v. v.5, ).

21). Behold. 1 dre, but God shall be svith
you, and. bring you.into the land of. your
JSather's. 1t was ncedful that this prophet-
ic assurance should bo given, in order that
the faith of tho people might be kc{)t elive
through the long period that wonld inter-
veno between Jacob's death and tho time
of the departure of his posterity from
Egypt.

A22). Moreauer I have gaen thee one por-
tion above thy brethren—ygunerally suppos-
ed to ho ** the parccl of ground™ alluded
to, John 4;5. This was reully bestowing
‘upon Joseph the privilege of birth-right,
and as such it was afterwards understood
and recognized—{sce Josh. 17:14, 17, 18;
1 Chron. 35:2). 'Thus Joseph attaiued to
tho three great privileges of birth-right,—
namely, a double portion among his breth-
ron’; rule, or supremacy, over them; and,
after his father's death, the position of
‘patriarch and perhaps priest.

SUGGESTED THOUGHTS.

Isracl's blessing tho sons of Joseph is
the one act of faith which the Apostle
{Heb. 11:21) mentions out of the mauy by
which he was distio
if understood in all

|

.itg prophetic bearings,

would be féund to be-ono of thé most |

significant of all.

Istnel, together with the- other pious
patriarchs, saw. the promises afaroff; but
; rsuaded of them, and embrac:
‘ed them. ‘They looked beyond the earth-
1y, to'the heavenly inheritonce, and-lived
a8 though it -were alrendy. theirs—(Heb.
11:10,16). Such is-the privilege of faith
to-day. '

ik

Lsssox Sumstany.
(?Q:} ‘Tur. CHILDREN.). ,
; 9). ‘Who came-to visit Jacob when
?<" Did’he recognize Josoph's sons?

L 4

Joseph to' do; after-bé.learned. who they

did he receive them? (11). What did he
say-to Joseph ?' Had God been botter to
- Suseph prostrate lumself before bis futhor?
(18)." "Why did Josepli.lesd hissons to his
father in that way? - Whoso head’did he
“want bis father to put hisright hand upon?

ed-ho would ? (17). . .Was Joscph pleased
at what his father did 2" What did Joseph

|.

) Being each time? What is 1t to Lo se- 1 Verysoon Master Hurry, in crosming thostreet,
deemed!  What dues Christ rodeom His , tumbled 1utv a whole which had boon tade
puople from?  Avo_ v ono of Chrsts ro- , bY S7ocont raw. By Lis fall ho knuekel the

! dcomed ones? Wh  did ho ask God to flesh from his slun-bone and covered g cloth.

ing with mud. On his way back ho forgot the
foncs runniog along at the edgo of tho raviue.

numed upon them?  What does that | As ho gropped his way along the bank he fell

mosu?  That they should bo hends of 1 5 : :

er the brink and went spraslingto tho bottom
tnbes of Isrncliton, und heirs of tho | of tho ravine  With much ado acd after mony
promises mude to Ab}-uhmn ad Iunnc—- | bruises ho got into the road once more. but
that is, thoy should belung 4o therr fanuly. } when he finally reached lus inother's door he
20;. What additional honor were Eph- , looked moreliko a scare-crow than a living boy.
raim oud Muonsssoh to reccive? ‘Thoir | The lantern would hove saved him nl‘f this.
names were to bo used by pooplo in bloss- | Was not he a foolish fellow not to take it? Bat
iny othors. What wore peoplo to say? | ¥hatehall bo said of thoso boys aud girls who
What was tho meaniug of such n blessing ? | koow sho Bible to be sho only lamp which can
1t meant that tho ono who said it, wished™ guido their fect enfoly throngh tho paths of lifo
for tho othor great prospenity and numer- ;f,mt::ohﬁ::;; :,l:,gh(i'.‘f‘:luj “&1‘13'3}:3?“?303’ Lx.;;rri
ous childron.  Can you tell now what than tho boy? You kuow they ate.
Jucob lultd\dono? Ho had adopted Eph-
rwim and Manasseh to bo his own sons,
and to bo hends of soparato tribes when P - . “rp
thoy camo into the land of Caunan. (21). HELPING A FELLOIT LY

What did Israel say wod would do after i g ¢ i
ho was dead ? What did ho say ho had | w};I;oi?;fifi:llt;gg;niﬁgﬂ:nn{nztgf::,:g_er .}l\r\crlﬁ',::
given Josoph more thun uny other of his | aro you downg Tommy?” * 0! ouly Lelpiog a
sons? What docs that imply? ‘That ho | fellow upl® That is right, Tomny., Now tako
hnd givon to Joseph tho privilege of the | that as your motto through Lfo, to help a fellow
birthright. This had once bLelonged to | up.
Roubon, Josoph's eldest brother, but he ; Therois that drunkard whois down through
lost it by being very wicked: so Jacob j driak, and there is the mau that 18 pour, or
.;}:wo lit, to Jolscph. What did that give 9“;“1'13" ‘sll’nl’wd- Uive each ahand, and help
oseph a right to have aud to be? To | felov up. ;
have @ doublc portion of the inheritance IWhl‘ twould havo bceomie of Ma mln L?'hc,r'
ond to boa ruler anda precst.  Had Joseph . mf:- l% wa; 8 youDg mao shng}lxnglm tho stzeebs
the best right of all the brothers to these for e oA, L e o A o oye too
1 3 Why? t servo him and a heart to foel for him, had not
onors Y put out a hand and holped a fellow up?  There
aro thousands to.day who never could have
stood where thoy now aro if fricndly souls hbad
nos extended aid and bhelped a fellow up.

|

]

THE WORLD OF MISSIONS.

Hexry R. Carnour, in a lecture on ** The
World of Missions" receutly delivered at Chau- 1 Seenetora True Livs.—Dr. Arnold, of Rug.
tauqua, presented this couciso summary of the | by, gives 1 onc of his letters an account of &
world's effort towurds the conversion of th saintlysieter. For twenty years, through some
hcatlnon.'Th_cm is asteady increass in the nuw- ; disoase, sho was confined to & kindofenb: nev-
ber of sccietios and inthe a gregate of con  or ouce conld sho chauge Ler posture forall that
tributions.” There are now not less thau 85 | time. "Aundyet,”saysDr. Arnold, and Ithink
socictics Liere thero wero only nineor ten eighty | hiswords are very beautiful, * I nover eaw a move
yonrs ago. "Of theso societ:es 35 are American, | perfect inatance of tho spirit of power and love
25 British, end 25 Continental. Moro than | and of a soundmind. Intense lovoalmost tothe
filty of them have boon orgamized in the lnst , annillation of selfishness : a daly martyrdom
fifty years, Their aggregato income is nearlv ' for twonly years, during which she adhered to
“if not quite §7,000,000 a yenr, as against $250, { her carly-formed resolution ef never talking
000 exght years ago. This vast sum represecuts { about herself; thought{ulabous the very pinsand
not the receipts of an cxcoptionally gool year, | nbbons of my wife’s dress, about tho makiug of
but the incomo which the societies cxpect and | a doll's cap for a cluld, busof herselt — save as
receive  yearly, with littlo variation. The , regarded her improving 1o sll goodners—wholly
managers of the socictics make their appropria- ; thoughtlesn , enjoying everything lovely, grace-
tions in advance, and lay upon the churches the ; ful, beantiful, ligh-minded, whether 1 God's
otligation to furnish the fands. Theso obliga- y works or man’s, with the heenest rehsh , inhenit-

tions are nover disowned or dishonored. The

guished. Possibly this,:

Why; not? (v..10)s . Wht:did he tell |

‘wore ?’ Why bring tliom near ? (10). .How |-
) him than he hiad expected ? (12)..Why:did .
JTo-show him’ extracrdinary roverence..
:(14). :Did Jacobdo'as Joseph had expects.

do 2 (18). What did bessy to bis father 2.
Did he think. bis father had -mado:aimis: !

Britishh socicties raiso moro than half of the
wholo amount, or sometbing less than four mil-
lion dollars. Five of them raised last year more
thsn threo million, of which tha two Aughean
societies (the Cliurch and the Propagution) re.
ceived $1,900.000. The American societies ex-
pead about §2,000,000 yearly,and the Continec-
tal socicties nearly £1,000,000. These figurca
represent only the receipts of fareign miseivnary
societies. Tuey do not include the vast sums
-raised for home missons, Bibloeand tract societ:-
es, and other simnlar enterprises. The grand

and abroad, would assuredly not fall below 8§15,
000,000 :

BI: SOMETHING

A young girl lad been trying to do something
very.-good,; and’ had not succeeded -very well.
Her {riends heanng ber complain, said :

*Lz0d gives us many tiungsto do, butdon'tyou
tunk Hogives us sometiung to bojust as well?”

** O dear!tell monbout being.” -Marion look-
ed up with penitent oyee, * I will think ‘about
Leing, M you will help we.” ; .

“God says: *Be kindly affectionato one toan-
other.” T
s 4B yo also patient.’
¢Boyo thankful. |
+Be not conformed to this world.'

* Become hittle clildren.'

* Be ye therefore perfect.’

* Bo coustcons.’ o

* e not wisc in your own conceits.’
* Bo not avercome of evil.' **
Manon listened, mads no reply.

" Twilight arew intu”darkpess,

s

) The tea bell
sounded, Lringine Marion to her-fe.t. Tn-the
:firelight Elizabeth could sco that she was: vay
‘serious,: o
“«INhave & betterday to-morrow. I see
‘that doing growsont of being.” -~
" We cannot™be -what God:loves - without
doing all that ke commands.. It:1s easier to

or huuble, or just, or watchiul."™
4¢Y think it {s.” retdrned Marion..

_total of &1l missiopary expenditure, at homo |

do wit: a rush thaa to be - patient, or unselfish’

ing the earth to the ery fullness of tic promise,

and preserred through tho very valley of the eha-

dow of death from all fearand impatience, or
| from overy cloud of impaired reason whichmight
j mar the beauty of Christ’s glorious work. May
God grant that L mightcome but withun one han-
dred degrees of her place in glory t"

A wative crekovMax in Coylon, in a receat
letter to an American friend, givez him some
.wholesome advice, to which those ecclesiastical
Athenians whoaro ever on thelook out for some
now thing to huar or tel}, would do well o take
heed. He had received s numberof tracts on the
sleep of the soul, and speculations outhe second
advent, teachings which, bo says, do not appesr
to bo warranted by Holy Seripture; and hie asks
whether it is not better to spend all our strength
in preachirg the great’ doetrines ot .mean’ salva-
tion through the death of Josus Cbrist, and the
sanctification of the Holy Spint? TlLere 1s no-
thing more distreseingin all thetronbles and dif
ficnlties which hinder tbe.work-of the Chureb.
than thofolly with which Christias wasta thomost
precicusopportunities of advancing theKingdom
of Christ, and o¢e: py.themselves with idleand
curious speculations which do not minister to
godliners, aud with the petty church decorations
and ecclesiastical gewgawawhich in somo gner-
ters pass under tho imposing title of ” charc.

work."”

|

e e Dovee

. Manmiagr.To Prigsts—~The marriage of Rev.
i Auguste Leine, a priest of the Church of Rome,
; with!Madame Lochez in Paris, basafforded 2f.
; Loyson (Pere Hyacnthe),who officiated, an op-
, bortunity . of commenting on.the marriage of

pricats. .Heromatked that this un.on marked a

grest advanoo as’ compared with' Lis own mar-
! riagein 1870, when he hiad to obiain abroad tho
bare legal sanction:denied-him at home.. He
denounced tho celitacy of the priesthood, and
maintained that marnage ro more degraded the

riestor rendered him unfitto’discharge hisre-
igious functions than it nufitted other profes-
} sionat'men.. Hebad never known any pricst ton
{- holy to"contract iarriage, bt had found- wany
‘ that werd unworthy to do to. )




