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clîildren with their parents in the reception of its initiatory rite, and
or Lord's declaration, that Ilof such (infants) is the kiugdom of Heaven,"

aft'ords us ample authority for baptVizing themi; for what higher qualifi-
cation cati anyonie ask, or have, than to bc reckoned by Christ himself
among the nulkcritors of his kingdom ? P)r. Halley, indeed, goes farther,
and claims that the phrase "lail nations," ini Matt. xxviii., 19, is so un-
lirnited as toi age or sex, that we have in tie great commission the
"positive injunction" our Baptist brethren. (leman1 of us; and those who

have tried it, find it very difficuit to atiswer him.
But adnuîtting, for tho sake of argument, the validity of our corres-

pondent's inference, what does lie prove i WThy, just what we al
admit, that as a rule, Ilbaptisîu"-whatever that nieans-ought to pre-
ed(e fellowship at the Lord's table; oughit alivas to do so, ive will say,
iinless it caii be shown that the samne Divine authority which laid down
the rute. bas also made provision for exceptional cases. Ilere we are at
onel(. But now arises the question, what is baptism? Our opponents
reply, immersion by an immersed rninister, who has been immerse,- by
nne (Iuly immersed befoîe hiim, at the hanwi of a regularly--ad infinitum,
we suppose 1 Althoughi we fear they would not be long before they
would corne to a defectiv-e link in -é'he chain!i We, on the other hand,
believe that wve were the recipients of a truc and scriptural baptism,
when we rcceived the clîrism. on our brow in the dawn. of unconscious
infanicy. Othiers,;tagain, just as conscientious, deny the perpetuity of the
ordinance of water baptism altogether. And now, wlîo is to decide
between us ? Whecre is the arbiter to ivhoim aIl parties will be ready to
defer? There is none. And must the Cliurch of Christ, thoen, a1lvays
he "la lionse divided against itself" on these questions ? God forbid !
The spirit and teaclîings of Jesus forbid it. The 1 Otl chapter of the
Acts, the i 4thi of the Romans, and the i 3th of lst Corinthians, nîl forhid
it. And to every one who dares to mnake the entrance to the visible
Churcli of Christ any narrowver than that into the Kingdom, of Heaven,
the New Testamient offers thc solemni remolistrance, IlWho art thou
iliat judgest a!îotlîer mani's servant -? To liis own niasteî', hie standeth
or falletli. Yea, lie shaîll be hiolden up, for God is able to make him
stan(l." If, therefore, our friend wvould inake good his case, ho mnuet
address hiînself to the first of the questions we have propounded,
andl prove that the (4"reek verb "lbIaptize" neyer means anything else
thian iminerse or dip.
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Theli following lîistorical sketch b1as beeîî lîanded to us for publication,
in the hope thiat Christian inothers iin otiier localities ma', be stimuiated
to go and (In likewise .

"Twenty-one years ago a band of praying niothers mnet, and under
the direction of Mrs. D)r. Lightbody-a lady well known for lier useful-
ness, andi especially for lier interest in mýothers, iîîto wliose hands is
entrusted, to s.-o large a degree, the destiny of futur-, genera-
tions-organized the Brantford Maternal Association. it was be-
guit in weakness ;but Ho who put it into the heart of that Ilrnother in


