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DIS iNTEG1tA'rING l' E EMPIRE.
M r. Chamberlain made a speech int the 11 '1se of Cuînnnonîsi4

a few days ago, in vhich lie alluded to tl , efforts that iad
been made by the Britiis Governnitent to persuîado the United
States to grant more favorablo terms to the Brit;4lh West
India Islands. He said that Canada iad ahso been applied

to, and had met the Mother Coun.try in a 9pirit tif liberalismn
which the Dominion liad recently shown in a remiîarkable
degree regarding Imperial, matters. Canada, Mr. Clamb>er-
lain said, concedes 25 per cent. preference to sugar fromn
British possessions in roturn only for the concession that the
same terms be allowed Canada as are given to the United
States. Unfortunately the concession, about 16 shillings a
ton, failed to give the sugar of the West Indies sullicient
advantage. It induced the planters te ship te Canada r .'her
than the United St.tes, and now the Imperial Governmient
was asking the Dominion if it were po.sible to secure somie
further privilege, feeling the advantage Canada is to the
Indies in the encouragement of trade. " We think," pursued
Mr. Chamberlain, "tlhat in return for sugar sent fron the
West Indies to Canada the ships should reload such products
of Canada as luinher, corn, and pork." Whether or not this
was practicable Mr. Chamberlain cotid not say, but if there
we-e no ohbtacles in the way mnuch benefit would result to
both countries. "I have proposed," said lie, " that conjoinîtly
with Canada, we subsidize a lino of steamnships betwcen the

Vest Indies and Halifax and other Canadian port.î."
It is quite evident that Canada is to be used as a cat's paw

with which to rake chestnuts out of the fire for free-trade
Britain. Undor the Cobden doctrine now in force, Germany
finds free entrance into the British market for lier bounty-
fed sugar. which can be sold there at much cheaper prices
than those at which British Wcst India sugar car afford to
be sold ; and as the latter article is barred out of the United
States by the Dingley tariff, the British Governmnent are
casting about te find a way of relief for an industry that is
now in a condition of collapse.

With a countervailing duty in Britain upon all bounty.fed

sugar, Jamaica and ail the other British West India Islands

coild aiford ta sl thetir sugar in lritain, but (il minim pre
ve n.tbs and forbiis i, and tle only hiope for tIhle I"ritish We

Ili iiis igar industry is that C wIkliilin vill comiie to the r cue.

Aid ntàfbwith.lstandi(liig ail tlat Canada i4 doiig in this dire
tion, the irti overnment 1indu( that. nur conewions are

nit. Nullicient, and wants Canîada t o go .still furtiher andici hieli
th West, lindiea by joinsing in subidinitiîg a line(- of stea1umiers
to ply i.etweeni Iialifax aidi those I4lnuise. We. are told thbat

tle Colonial Sîcretaryv lia covered that tilt ('iiidiiiii

preference to .Iliitca stigir, whici va gien laist year. i> not
'nilivienitt ' lake it SU gair trale witih thi coilitrv profitable.
.\Ir. Chamberlain ioies niot 1eemi comprehend the flct: t lit,
even if Canaila were to adit iritish We't India siugar

i' irelyi v .,f <lut y, our mutaruket is nl sullicien Iy large to
abi sori a;lile sugar t luit. imiglit ie thius sent, aid tihmat a ..rv
coisiie-rable portion of it would havo t4 be miiarketdi olse.
wieýre. Wlier ? Not in reat 11tirnin, for reausois» ailre'wlytiv
given. Not in% the United 8tates, for t.he bIingley tiritT
interposes ain insuperable bar.

.Nir. Cluinherlain sould bear in uind thiat .h codit.iion
of the liriti ' We*t'st 1indies im rapidly becominig worse and
worse. A couple of years ago it wias so bad aus to call for lie
appoinitm tent Of a commusissioi to invstigathe th situationi,
bout it, satisfactor) solution coutild be siuggicd. thi
the suigar iiiduistry of the people of tîhose islaids, good 1rit.isi
subjects ail of themli, ls.4 been going fiom had tg) w% -s.
Since thcia Spain has been driven out of cuba and Porto
Rico, whih are great pruducers of stigar , andt i4 i safe to

say that the day is not far distant. lien Cuban and Porto
Rican sugar will either he admitted into the United State
duty free, or at a rate of duty entirely ttiattainable to Jiuni-
can sugar except under similar circumstaincses. Does Mr.
Chamberlain comprehend what that mneans? , What have
Jaimacians te hope for They ask for bread and-they don't
get it. The Mother Country turis a cold shoulder and telîs
then that it will neither give a bounâty on the production of
sugar as Germîîaiy doces, nor will it impose a countervailing
duty on Gernan sugar as the United States does. But
Canada is beoth great and good. It is rich and prosperous,
ansd in its daughter-like love for the dear, good inother,
assumes to do for Great Britain vhat Great Britain refuses
to do. Canada, te please Britain, throws oir 25 per cent. of
duty on sugar imported not only fromit the British West.
Indies, but fromn all British countries. But tihis concession
is iot 2unougi, and now Mr. Cliaimiberlain wants Canada te
bear a large portion of the cost of instituting and maintaining
a litne of steamers that will bring at osery reduced rates of
freiglt Janaica sugar to Canadian refneries. The slîcene
looks patriotic and pretty, but il, will nlot work. What
would be the use of duiiping more sugar into this country
than can be consumed here? The excess would deteriorate
the value of the whole, the Janmacians would bo forced to
accept lower prices, and the invest.ment in% steamers would
not prove remnunerative.

And then how about the loyalty to the Mother Country
tliat is supposed to possess every British subject, including
the tegroes, inongrels and halfbreeds who hve in the Britishs
West Indies. These latter feel that they have not beon
treated properly by the Home Governmnent. They have seen
the governmtents of other West India Islands, ai other
sugar producing countries, nake treaties with the United
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