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IRISH AUTONCAY.

Mr. Qladstone Introduces
Home Rule Measure.

His

A Marvolous Oraforical Effort,

Iondon, Feb. 13, Mr Qladstono slept
well during the night, and bagan work at
9.3 o'clock thls morning, asslated by hls
secretaries. From curly morning the
geeno in the palace yard, Westminster,
was of the most anlmated description,
groups of people assembdling o watch
the arrival of members. At 9 o'clock a
number of repreaentatives of the 1lrish
cause were at the dour of the house, and
by 10 o'clock 00 membera were walting for
admission. \When noon arrived the inner
1obby was packed with members and the
approaches avere crowded, and when the
doors opencd thera was a disorderly rush
for seatg, the mombers shouting and
strugkling ilke a mob of excurslonists,
weveral belng thrown to the flour {n the
excitement. The veteran Caleb Wright,
Liberal M.P. for Southwest Lancashire,
who Is 83 ycars of age, fcll in the door
way and was trampled upon, but John
Burns, M.P. for Battersea, roscued him.
Meantime the struggle for entrance grew
more exciting, and cries could be heard of
“"Keep back,” “Don’'t kick,” and other
exclamatjons of a more emphatic char-
actar.

Mr. Gladstone entered the house at 3.3
o'clock. _.Every Liberal and Irish Natlon-
alist {n the house stood up and greeted
him with prolonged and enthusjas:iic
cheers. When Mr. Gladstone arose at
43 minutes past 3 o'clock to introdnge the
home rule bl thaere was another de-
monstration, so carnest, so enthusfastic
aud irrepressible that it was several min-
utes defors he could bes hearad.

MR, GLADSTONE'S SPEECH,

Mr. Giadstone spoke as follows, In a
clear, dtirong and resonant volce ; -'1
wmay, without impropriety, remind the
house that the volces which usually pead
ed the cause of Irish seclf-governinent in
Irish affairs bave within these walls dur
ing the last geven years been nlmost en-.
tirely mute. I return, therefore, to the
perjod of 18%, when a proposition of thie
kind was submitted on the part of the
government of the day, and I beg to re-
mind the house of the position then taken
up by all the promolers ot these meas
ures. We sa2id that we had arrived at a
point in our transactions with Ireland
where the two roads parted. You have,
we said, to choose one or the other. One
{s the way of Irish autonomy, a -cording
to the conceptions I have just referred
to ; the other Is the way of coerclon. That
1s our contention. It will be in the recol-
lection of the house how that contention
awux most atoutly and largely denled. It
was sald, over and over again, by many
members opposite, ' We are not coerclon
ists , we do not adopt that alternative,
and neither can we adopt it.*  (Minister!-
al cheers.) That assertjon of thelrs was
undoubtedly sustained by the proposal,
especiaily from the dissc.tient Liberals,
of various plans deallng with Irish affalrs,
Those plans, though they fell cotirely
shurt in principle and in scupe of  Irish
self-government, yct were of no trivial
or mcan importance. They went far be.
yond what huad heretofore been usually
proposed in the way of local scif-govern.
ment for Ireland. Well, what has been
the result of the dllemms, as it was then
put'forward on this side of the house, and
repelled by the other ? Has our conten.
tion that the chofce lay between auton-
omy and cocrcion been justified or not ?
(Liberal cheers.) YWhat has become of
cach and all of these important schemes
tor giving Ireland self-government « 0
provinces, and giving her even a centra)
establishment in Dubiin, with iimited
powers 2 All vanishes into thin air, but
the reality remzains. The roads were still
there—

ATISNOMY O COrRrInN
The cholce lay between them. and the
cholece made was to repel autonomy
and embrace coercivn. You cannot always
follow coercion in an absolutely uniform
method. In 1836, for the firat time, coer-
clon was lmposcd on Ircland In the shape
of a permanent 1aw addcd to the statute
book. This state of things constituted
an cffence agalnst the harmony and tra-
aions of seclf-government. It was a dls-
dnct &nd violent dbreach of the promite on
the faith of which unfon was obtained.
That permanent system of reprezsion in-
sliicted on the couatry a state o things
which could not continue to exist. It was
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tmpossible to bLring the inhablitants ot
the country under ccorclon Into sympathy
with the coerclon power."

Mr. Gladstone proceeded ¢o dilate at
twergth upon the clrcumatances under which
tho act of union was passed, tho promise
of equality In tho laws, and of commeor-
clal equality under which union was of-
fected. It was then prophesied contident-
ly, ho sajd, that TIrishmen swould <ake
thelr places in tho cabinet of tho United
Kugdom, but it had been his honored
dasuny to sit In cabinots with no loes
than sixty to sevemty stitcamen, of whom
only ane, tha Duke of Welllngton, was
an Irigshman, while Caatlercagh was tho
ouly other Irishman who had sat in the
cabinet sirce tho unlon. Plitt promised
cqual laws when the unlon was formed,
but the bruken promises made to Ire.
land were unhapplly writton in indellble
charsciers in the lustory of the countey.

IRRLAND'S REPRESKNTATION,

“Cotning to 1532, when the resurrection
of the people began, and thence down to
1890, Ircland could present here onlv a
small minority in favor of restoring to
her something in the nature of cons'l.
tutional rights and practival sclf-govern-
ment. i s to mo astonishing that so
Hitle woght is atvached by many to the
fact thit before 1886—before 1585, in fact—
Jrish  wishes for self-governmient were
represunted only by a small minority.
Since 185, wwhen the wide extension of (e
franchiss was protected by the sccret
ixllot, Ireland’'s position hay been im-
proved in parllament. In 1856 there were
5 Nattoralist, or more than five-elghthy
(Cheers.) They have been reduced from
£ to & under circumstances somewhat
pecull .t ~(hecar, hear)—and 1 must frankly
own to mysclf, among others, for reasony
totally and absplutely unintelligible.
(Louc checrs.) Let us look at the state
of the cage as it 1ot siands. There are
but & out of 101, that s to saay, the
wishe« of Ircland for lrish self-govern-
ment §n Irish matters ar: represented
only by four-ifths.  (Laugh.erd  Hon.
gontlemen seem to huve no respect for
such & majority us that. Do they recol.
lett, sir, that never in England has there
been such a majority ? (Cheers.) No
parilament of the last fifty years has
come within measurable distance of It
It there bLe anything in the great prin-
ciple of sclf-governmeut—whicn, if 1t be
a reallty, never can work except through
the mu:chinery and by the 1 s of repre-
gentation—at any 1ate the volce of the
Irish people, the persisty scy of the Irish
people in dedvering that voice, aund the
peaceful corsiitutional circumsiances une
der wwhich 1t has Yeen delivered—uminister-
fal cheers and opposition laughtery—con
sidtute a great fact in history. 1t s swd,
and I admit with truth, that Ireland is

NOT A UNITED COUNTRY.
I do not deny that the division which
exists is a fact of greal moment. In
truth, were Irclund united, anything that
can render Ireland formidable would be-
come much more formidable Were Ire.
land united all opposition would vanigh
as a shadox (Hexr, heap) freland i«
not united In this sense. that in one por
tlon of the couniry no: a mere majority
of thic higher classes but g constderable

1>pulor feeing, 18 Appres) 1o the present |
usll not artemp? '
of |

natfonal movamans [
to measure the numer.ey) strencth
this minority It is said by the party op-
pusite that the minority {n the north of
Irelund is arrayed In unalterable oppo-
sitton to dwme rule. Unhappd'y at the
haeessfu)l  Ins.klation of those whose
plot 1L wus o divide the people of 1rg
iand when they were united a: the close
of the last century, through the saedium
mawnly of Orange ludges und througe re-
figlous anlinualty, there was an asteration
of fechng ., bLut the Protestaats of Iie
land, duniag the pessod of the lodogeadent
Irish  pardl _net, were themseives unot
omly W.dlup Lu. Zual -us and ¢ hae'a 1l
suppulices of 1,.34 natfonallly Inasmis-h
as thulr podlea Blle was at that period
more highly Jdov luped they led on the
Roman Cathulic population in the pallt.
cal movemeai which dlstingulshed that
gerlod. (Che. .y This Is written broad
¢ast upon the history of the tim> Genu
tne nailonal scatiment, in the sense of
cational unity, hud at one time preveiel
among the awth of Ireland Protestunts
We who have seen them alter, not through
telr own fault, are not ready 0 be
persuaded that they will not alter buck
again to the scntiments of thelr owan an
cestons—(cheers)~und  with thelr  own
blood and 'heir own people fuorm one In
aoole, glarious unity.*

Alluding to English feeling towards
Irish home rule, Mr. Gladstono sald he
would rofrain from urging that England

would Aind Gerssll exhnusted and her
work mado impracticable dy resistance
to liish demands. He cowld weall con-
colve Bngland 1maimtaining, if ¢o minded,
resistance ¢o Irtvh demands, bdut Eng-
In1.d's conversion to home rule had been
apid.  In 188 England's majority ad-
wrse to home rule was 211, It had now
declined to 71, In face of such a fact who
would guamnteo tho permmnenco of the
uj posdtion of ¢he remalnder T (Choers.)

AN ACCOUNT OF THE BILL.

He would now ask the patient indul-
gence of tho house while giving an  ac-
count of the LIll. (Cheers) He could not
undertake to supply a mere table of con-
tents. ‘The bill, 1f he 4iG, would probably
vewllder his hearers. He would, rather,
seck to prosent the ealfent polnts, hoping
to lcave a living jmpression on the
mninds and memories of his hearers. If
he mlght omit what, in view of some
members, ought to dbe mentloned, there-
fore he begged them to walt and consult
the blll ftself, shiich he hoped would
goon be in their hands. It would be re-
membered that the dll of 1856 had lald
down five propositions, a3 cardinal prin-
ciples, to which he lad endeavored close-
iy t» adhere., Change there was, but not
a trenchant  change, from the prin-
Jples of 1588, The object of the bill re-
mained as in 1835—to csiablish a legisla~
tivo body in Dublin for the conduct of
toth legisiation and sdminiatration in
irish, as distinct from ILmperial, affalrs.
("“heers)) “The Hmiting conditisns which
were then observed, and have since, 30
fur as we have been adble t~ do s0, been
scdulously and closely sorved, wero these @
We were to do notbing irconsistent with
Imperlal unity. Of this I will say, what-
ever our opponents «nay say, that
80 far as our convictions and intentions

are concerned, they would be but feedbly
stated by being couched n the declaration

that we do not mean %o impalr it. , We
wish to strengthen it. (Cheers.) We wish
to Klve it greater intensity than it has
ever yet posseiwed. First, then, Itnperial
unity 1s obscerved. and the equulity of al}
19 ubserved. Secondly, the equality of all
the Kingdoins would be borne in mind.
Tirdly, there woulé be equitable re-
purtition of Imperial charges. Fourthly,
uny und every precticadble provision for
the protection of minorities would be in-
cluded. The plan proposed ought to be
such ay to present the necessary charac-
teristics of a real and continued settle-
ment,
THE 1Y PERIAL SUPKEAAQY.

* In the first place, wo have made it
a desire to meet what we thought was
no unreasonabdble demand, for the express
mention of the supremacy of the Imperiel
parllament. Thero were two methods in
which tbat might be done. It might be
done by clause; it might be dene in the
preamble. TWo have chosen the preamble
as the worthier and bhetter, for if it were
dune by clause it would be too much in
the character of a mere cpactment. It
is not necessary to say many words for
such a purposé, Our words are .—* Where-
as, it {s expedient, without impairing or
restricting the supreme authority of par-
Hlament, and then the preamble goes
on tu declare the creation of the Irish
legislature. With reference to the charge,
frequently with guvd faith, made sgainst
us, that we are destroylng the act of
unlon, I wish to challenge inquiry upon
this fundemental point. What is the cs-
sence of the act of union ? (Hear, hear.)
That cssence is to bo appreciated by
comparing the constitution of things
found in the country before 1500 with the
constitution of things now subdbsisting in
¥ngland. Before 180 wc had two sov-
ereixnties in the country. One of thess
was collectively lodged fn the king, the
ouses of lords and commons of Ire-
land, ‘There was no more right, in a
true histcrical and legal sénse, in  the
suverelgnty residing In Great Britain ¢o
taterfere with the sovereignty of Jreland
than there was in the sovercignty of Ire-
jand to interfere with the goverelgnty of
England. This bill respects and main-
tains these rights of sovereiznty cqually
throughout the entire range of the threo
kingdoms.

TIIE IRISR LEGISLATTKE,

*Then, the bdill constitutes the Irish
lerislature—~which consists, firs: of a leg-
islative councll; secondly, of a legisiative
assembly—cmpowered to make laws for
the peace, order and good government
of Ireland in respect to matters exclusive-
1y rclating to Ireland or to a part there-
of. That power I8 subject to a double
limitation.e First of all, it is subjent 0
necessary and obvious limitations, impos-
ing ceriain fncapacities on the Irish par-
llament, incQuding all that rolates to the

crown, regency or the viceroyalty. The
aubjects of p.2ace and wa?, pubile de.

fence, treatics and forelgn relations, dig.
nitles, titles, law and treason, do ot
belong to thoe Irish legislature, Tho lew
of allenngo does not belong to it, nor
everythlng that belongs to uxternal trade,
the colnage, and other subsidlary sudb-
jects. Other Incapacities aro impoxed
similar to those contalued fn the Dbill
of 1888, These provide for tho security of
religious freedom, the safoguard of edu-
catlon, and for tho security of personal
treedom, In which we cndsvored to dor-
rotwr one of the modern amendments ¢o the
American constitution.
RETAIN THE VICEROYALTY.

‘“Then, coming to exclusive powers, we
retain the vicecoyalty of Ireland, bul we
divest it of the party character heretofore
borne by making the appointment run
siX ycars, subject to the revok.ng power
of the crowa. Then, also, the post is
freed from al.  teliglous  dlsablilty,
(Cheera) Then comes a clause which
may bo considersd forma!l, although it is
of great importance, providing for thoe
tull devolution of executive power from
the sovece:gn upon tho viceroy. Then
comes an important provision for the
appointment of an executive committes
of the privy councll of Ireland. \Weo pro-
pose to make this an executive councfl
for the ordinary affairs of the cabinet of
the viceroy. Tho question arises, ‘Shaut
theee be any legialative councll T Al
Jdeclded that there ought to be such a
council. It has appeared to us to de
bighly inconvenlent to alter thy mem-
borahip ot the legislative arsombly. If wo
were to increase the number we do mot
know what the increase ought to be. If
wo woese to reduce it, we run serious
risks of causing practical inconvenience
{n Dublin, especially at the time whon
the functions of Internal gove:mment
come to be noewly cxerclaed, and then
probadly there will be a great deal to do.
\We therefore lcave the number at 163
and we fix the term at flve years. We
leuve the constituency as it is now.”

THE LEGISLATIVY COUNCIL,

ext as to the legixlative councll, Mv.
Gladstone sald he dld not think they
would have been warranted, <rithout
some strong necessity, {n estadlishing the
system of a single chamber. *But in
Ireland,” he added, ‘“far from Anding any
such necessity, we 100k to the leg’siative
counc!l an enabling us to meot tho ex-
poctatfon that we shall give to the min-
ority some means of a freer and fuller
consideration of itz views. Tho next
thing is, shall the legislative council be
nominated or clected 7 Wo came to the
conclusion that a nomlnated councll
would be a weak councll, (AMinisterial
checrs.) It it should be made weak, the
council wiould probably enjoy a very
short term of existence. We thercfors
propose an elective council, belleving it
to be the only form wherein wo can give
any great force to the Vitality of the
fnstitution. Well, then, how do wo alif-
fercntiate th.s council from the prpu-
lar asscmbly 2 We propose to fiXx the
number at 48, with an elgnt-years' term
ot office, the term of the popular assem-
bly being lesser. Wa then constitize a8
new constituency. The council copstitu-
ency must in the first piace be associated
w:th a rateable value of £20, wherody to
socure an aggregute coustituency ap-
proaching 170,000 persons, including owa-
ers as well as occuplers, but subject to
a provision that no owner or occupier has
a vote {n more than one constitoency.
Then there it no provision in the biid
making the legislative councll alterahlo
by Irish acts.

THE ASIEMBLY.

“Regardtng the legifiativs assemily,
these 13 members must be elected for
Irish lcgislative busiress dby constituen-
cles in Ireland. Wo make theso provie
sicns In regard to the azsembly alterable
in respect to electors and constituensles
after six years, dut in altering consti-
tuencics the power of the assembdly will
be limited by the declaratory act to tho
effect that due regard must bo had to
distribution of population. The bl must
inclide a provision for mecting what is
called & deadlock. Ia a case where 2 bill
has been adopted by the assembly more
than once, wnd where there is an inter-
val of twwo yoars botween the two adop-
tfons ora dissolution of parliament, then
upon s seccond adoption the two as-
semdlics may be tequired to moet, and
the fate of the bill is to bo declded in
Joint assembly. (Cheers.)

APPEALS TO FHIVY COUNOIL,

“Next, all appeals ahall be to the privy
council alone, not to tho council and
loxds. The privy council may ¢ry the



