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ofus alland when it is once thoroughly recognized,what anintense
impulso does it not supply to our ucquisition of that kuowledgo
which hus boen, and is justly said to be Power. The child is
not thoroughly convinced of the natuco and effect of contact with
flame till he has burnt his fingers, and this experiment ouco gone
throngh is generally suflicient to guard b 1. .n further pain
from that source, yet it is not necessary nor at all judicious that
cvery child should be directed to put his finger in the fire to learn
its effects, for it is possible to teach their nature without that pain-
ful experience ; nor is it necessary wo should lio or steal to know
tho ponalties which are attached to wrongactien, for a wise parent
or judicions friend can sow the seeds of goodness in tho child's
heart which will grow in due timo to a saving knowledge of truth
without the hardship of an actunl experiment of the effects pro-
duced by an infringement of moral obligations, and this is to ne
the highest education beforo spoken of, und will Jead toall that we
desiro for ourselves and posterity—a condition in which shall be
attained tho greatest possible amount of happiness. But lhere
again wo have a difficulty, and that is the necessities of our exis-
tenco demand that wo sbould, to use the same illustration, go on
burning our fingers duy after day, while Jife lasts,as it is justly pro-
vided that we should earn our bread by the sweat of our brow,
and what could bo more ressonable than that—the wear of material
in our bodies should produce that whicl shall restore it, if not to
its original condition, at least to an approximation and somectimes
an improvement of it.

I have no sympathy with those who speak and write of labor
as & curse, and that idea is far from being the belief of the most
intelligent portion of thoso who caen their living by manuul in
contradistinction to mental labor. Tho world is controlled every-
where by theso two great elements—mind and force—and by them
all matter is ever being influenced, and a proper appreciation of
this fact gives tho highest of all motives, for carcfully considored
right action, which embodies, as I understand it, the wmodern
idea of the “survival of the fittest.” Picture to yourself what
this world would bo without the struggles which our forefuthers
havoe cndured, and thoso wo aro individually encountering cvery
day.

The effort to mako desert places productive would cease, and the
wilderness would remain in all its chaotic confusien.  Wo are no
donbt laying our motives open to misconstruction in thus placing
cur dependence on tho basis of an educated judgment, but more
and more do wo pereeive tho necessity for this, and the grievious
wrongs which by it may be righted, and wo aro not alene, atthough
the masses hold aloof ; they too are the victims of an iton neces-
sity , but I cannot subiue the bope that in some future, brighter
and mioro beautiful hereafter tho nccessity which binds them to
crceds and dogmas, fables and fairy  tales of the past, wil! have
ceased to cxist, and they will look back with astomstuncat on the
worthless chains wi..ch bound them,
work, and notbing conld help us more than the attitude assnmed
by tho most advauced of our modern clergy. whether it bo in their
attempts to reconcile modern dovelopments to traditions of the

man adduced some, to me, weak arzuments in support
of creeds. There was, he said, a necessity for concise state-
ments of truth to keep man in his position within certain
liwits in their Sunday discourses, but which, as u matter of
policy, it was injudicions to givo marked prominence to mn any
other direetion, and in illustration he stated he had known men
holling Unitaviun, Baptist, and other opinions which be did not
say wero in strict aecordance with the principles of the church of
which he is pastor, but which I understood him to unply were
coutradictory to his understanding of them, still receiving and
enjoying ajl the rights and privileges of that church. He also
adduced the argument that it was nccessary to sink deep in the
hearts of ull a belief in what he considered the essentinls of Chris-
tiauity, the atonement and cternal punishment doctrines ; and the
way he considered best to attain this, to him, much to be desired
result, was simply todebar discussion of these points entiraly till
tho youth had ripened m old age, and then, hie stid, thero need bo
no fear of him depsrting from the way in which he should go.
Thesv are simply illustrations of the arguments which ave being
held up as irretutable every day by our clergy of all denominatio.ss,
but which to an unprejudiced mind carry tieir own refutation
with them, and are best answered by letting themn alone or placing
alongside with them statements dictated by a free and educated
mind. Why should men who are sot up and supported as teachers
of mankind keep within certain limits?  Tho same rev. gentieman
spoko with holy dreud of the posibility that were he not bound by
a cieed he might probzbly astonish them by giving a political
1 “are instead of the customary sermon, and I ask why should
this man, evidently possessod of considerable talent, feol hitnself
restrained from expressing his political or any other ideas thaut
might affect for good the commonwealth. By so doing he need
not become a partizan, which wonld lower his dignity, nor yet be
crazed with revolutionary solutions of social problems, but go 10
the brooks of clesr thought embodicd in the works of men who
havo raised politics to the dignity of a science and hio will invariably
find himself invigorated and refreshed, ready to do battle for truth
and right ageinst error and wrong.  We must veahze individually
that Sunday is not more Loly than any other portion of time, and
although it is most needfully and judiciously devoted to rest, we
must not loose sight of the fect that rest does a0t cousist in

* absence of all activity, but rather in a readjustiment of our conditions

and requirements.

Mornl responsibility to cach other and to nature, and thiough
thewmn und it to the controlling power is the highest mode of ife
aud leads to the greatest amount of bappiness in the individual d
ali ho comes in contact with.  DBefore committing the most trivial,
private or sacia) act were we to ask owsclves . how will 1t uffict
ourselves, ther, how will it affect our neighbor, and, lastly, isit in

i accordance with tho best in nature ; how mauy acts that benr

Wo aru doing a moble -

{ast, or their hopeless abandonment of the task ~nd recognition of -

the claims which human reason is incessantly u.ging.
There am instances which I might cite in support of this posi-

tion in overy part of the world where modern education has wade -

pro and although they still continuo to speak in support aud
lustration of traditionary texts, they fecl the nccessity and re-
ronsibility of their position and know they can no longer afford
> remain ignorant spectators of scientific achiovements, but wust
drink from the ranning brooks of Spencer, Huxley, Tyndall, Dar
win, Carlylo and others not less eminent in their several
sphzres, or better still,scarch oul the living springs for themealves,
Crends are not mado of cast iron, that cven their best exponents
and defendersare now  candidly admitling, and tho arguments
which are urged for their support, &5 snch, simply scrvo to show
bow transpaiently flimay they are. I had oceasion recently to
listens to such a defenco in one of our city churches which have
bren awakened of Jate to something approachinga duo scnse
of the vesponsibility of their position, and the rev. gentle-

dreadful penaltics would we not seck to avoid and escape the pain
with which they are fraughtt How often do we conmider when
our appetite is tempted tho affects of an overloaded stomach or tl ¢
loss which humanity may incur by being deprived of our services
in conseqquence, or how unlike it is to the seasonable shower which
feeds the thivsiy carth ¥ QOr, let us apply the same principle toour
relations with these who hold different religious ideas from oury, and
avk, how does this freedom of thought and expression whieh) we
clim the right to rxercise affect us as individuals, then as citizens
or countrymen, and, lastly, nnturc itself 1 Look ut it thus and we
will know our respousibility for everything we say, and if it may
effect injuriously the just interests of any other being we aro most

* assuredly deserving of prnishinent, which will asassuradly overtako

us. The world requires the best servicer of cvery conscious indi-

* vidual it containg, and in proportion ss this is tendered to it, is a
! man deserving of true happiness—and attains it Men bave, no

doubt, mistaken crror for truth and gone wrong, but thero are few
if any, who aro posscssed of no truo knowledga from which springs
right action. The mest wretchad criminal were he not moved Ly
circumstances and associations which have kept and keep him in
thit condition might have occupicd a superior and moro beautiful
place in nature, aud ho who sball strive to shirk tho responsibility



