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and liberty of the sîîbject. should feel that their future employment wasni-
deterrnined bv any circumrstance of a political nature or by the possibility of",
change of governiment.

There is also another objection to the appointrnent of Counsel being
ternporary character. The sai-ne Counsel is flot, as a rule, assigned to the sama
court or even the samne circuit for two assizes in succession. He therefore fin~a
hirnself a total stranger to the local surrouindings, the local oficers of the Crowuv
and the character of the conmnmty where he is expected to perforrn his dutvil.
These are important thigs to know, as every- Counsel, civil or criminal, wiUà, r
admit, and the want of such knowledge vers' ofteîi milirates against a Po4- rlieCrown officer to the' detrimient of himself and the prosecution. His appointmen,,
too, is necf-ssariIy trade only a short tinw before the opening day of the courx. re
By the tirne he lias comrnuuicated with the County Cixown Attorney, receiveda;
the depositions and written again for explanations, the' court is uipon him, and
he finds hirnself but haîf prepared to prestrit his case fairly, and perhaps îxt

prLp~ieda al to -ohtf ith sonie able lawyer and difficult evidence on thi. Crprprda oIat# %C
J other side. As a ruIe. the depositions give but little information .the fine points p
à, of the .zase do not appear on the face of the evidence takeni dowui by some worth Pr
Mil ay'man w~ho is v'erv likely acciistoined miore to the' axe than ta the peu. Thè.

sar
niagistrates mav be good, substantial mien of their îic.ighborhood, but theiç

qý appreciation of the facts of a criinial case cannot be said to equal their honest
intentions, to do justice iii the' premises. 'llie most a Couinsel can gather froit of

the' papers is a general impression of what the' evideuce inay' be, îlot what it really
is. In this counection it mnav well be pointeci out that the' turning points in e

crimnalproecuiond 1 (>t often appear fromn prelirninary exaininatioîîsI recorded by the' justices, and the' Counsel for the Crown has to ascertain, as best i
he cari, and often in a hurrieil and perfunctory maanner, from the witnessee' tim
present at the' court, just what the real facts are, which state ofaffairs, it is nzed-
less to sav, often resuits in an acquittai when there ought to be a conviction, Or..
in a traverse of a case at considerable experise to the' country and a risk of losing ti
by' riet court what littît' evidence there is against the' offender. IT

Atiother veryý serious phase of the preseut state of things is that the evidence tic e
brouglit before the prosecutirig counsel is not complete, for the reason th.7't, 1111 vea
m any cases, particularly those involving difficult questions of law and whiclJ. da
corne before the local officer perhaps for the' first tittie ini his practice, the' retý&
quisite practical and experiunced knowledge is not possessed by hirn and cannot W,11t ' o
expected of himi for the due preparation of the Crown brief. Very often, as Mat
are informned by old Crown officers, the' evidence brought forward is flot pertinWii Cr

to the' issue, and is otherwise frequently inadmissible. Facts are left unprove#% *d
r' fot frorn want of evidence to sustain them, but by reason of the propeý,-.

ivitriesses not having been subpoenaed to prove them. The criminal law practi4-,c c
is not like civil proceedings. No latitude is permitted on the' part of the' Cro
whilst every indulgence is properly given to the' prisoner. He has the' benefit-U -

i ail reasonable doubts. His defence is often permitted to be given in the' loos
sort of manner, whilst the Crown is rigidly tied down to unwritten law d '


