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illeUtold sied. Renxember, thêy are two heathen wQIUen
______ wlth bot and hasty tenipei's which have

TRE WMEN F CHNA. neyer been controlled; eacbi with a stock
THE~~~~~ oOE FCIA f vile words and lnsulting epithets at b.er

IIEAISEN,. AND> CHIRISTIAN. 1 tongue's end, and it is easy to imagine the
To understand a wvoman-Chinese or resuit. Wben there are several daugliters-

American-one miust have scme linowlcdge ln-law iu the sanie bouse, and chicrenl ot
of hier home, lier family cares, and ber different mothers readyr te, cuarrel at a
habits of tbought. A typical Chinese tami- moment's notice, and each mother ready to
ily consists of the fathei' and motber-in-law, take bier own chuld's part te the bitte-r end,
two or three soins and thieir wives and seve- it is often "«confusion worse confounded."
rai grandehildren, ail living in rooms open- It is well la such a household if there bo
ing upon the saie lîigl-walled court-yard, one at the hcad Nwho can comnmand
and sbaring the saie kitchen. obedience and at least a seniblance ef

The father and sons work for and contri- peace. As the daugbters-in-lawv grow older
bute to the eominon purse, and so strict and wiser, as they bear Éons to add luster
are their ideas of impartiaiity, or rather so te tbe famuly name, and as the various ele-
jealous is each member of the family of the ments of the family becoine accustomed te
others, that a busband may flot take even ecd other, terrifie outbursts of ternper and
of the money lie himself lias earned to buy violent chastisements by the metber-in-law
a present for b*s own wife, without buying become less frequent.
one eclually valuable for each of bis sisters- There are, of course, some cass whiere
in-law. The Chinaman has ways and 'the mother-iu-law and lier son's wife live
nicaus, however, of evading almost every together lu loving barmony, -out these aie,
law or customn, and the fond husband buys unfortunately, rare exceptions.
a handsome gown and sends it and his wife The saddest and most hopelESS lot in
for a few days te lier maternai borne. Froni China is that of the " nourisbed daughter-
there she will return triumphautiy display- in-law " ; the girl wbo, yet too young te
ing bier gown as a present from liernmothler. niarry, is sent te lier betrotlied husband's

Iu the home the nite-niwis usually home because of lier parents' deatb or ex-
-but not always-the bead. Sometimes a treme poverty. Her mother-in-law reseuts
daugbter-in-law of unusually bright niind this most vehemently. Why sbould Site be
or vicious temper rules the whole bouse- called upon te feed and clothe for years the
hold. The quickest way a daughtc-r-in-lawv unfortunate child ? As there is ne ene te
possesses by wbich te bring lier mother-lu- take the girl's part, she is usually over-
law te subjection is threateniug suicide. If worked, reviied, beaten and sometimes hait-
a woman his herseif hier spirit is supposed starvcd and driven to sleep with the dogs ln
te return te baunt the mother-in-law, but lier new home. If the motber-in-iaw goes
worse than this te the practical niind of too fair, however, resource may be had te a
the Chinaman, bier living relatives will curlous mob-law, as far as I know, only
gather and by demanding a costly funeral practlst by the women of China.
will plunge the wbele family into debt that Not loiýg ago an orphan girl was sent to
they wvilI be unable to, pay for years. lve witb bier mother-in-law wbe had ai-

Imagine the situation in a Ohinese home, ready ene daughter-in-law living with lier.
and it becomes at once apparent that peace The child's betrotbed husband was au lu-
and bappiness can flot reign continually. dustrlous business man a good many years
On the one baud is the daughter-in-law, eider than berseif. He was seldom, at home,
a young girl, perbaps indulged and spoiled and even when there, as it was flot good
frem bier babybood in lier mother's home, formi for hlm te take auy notice ef bis little
and uutralned in housework and Sewlng. bride before marriage, bie knew nothing Of
She is suddenly introduced by marriage jute how she was treated.
a new home. Her husband, lier mother-in- Aitho the girl Nvas a gentle, modest cbild,
iaw, bier neighbors are ail total strangers. afraid te say or do auythiug ccntrary to lier
She jcq miserably homesick; sbe gets wretcb- niother-ln-law's wlshes, she wals most
edly tired doiug ail sorts ef uniccuý.tcmed cruelly treated. Wben she was thirteen
wor-: she is criticized, laughed at, or revil- years old, she iuadverteiitly did someth'ng
ed for 'ler stupidity or bier indolence, te offeud bier «rtiotber oud sister-in-law,, and

On the other band is the mother-lu-law. thle two wemen, werking themselves jute a
She bas perbaps suffered for years under fleudish rage, killed ber with scissors, eut-
the lbard reigu ef bier motber-iu-law ;Éshe tiug bier fiesh borribly and slittiug bier ton-
Is now ready fer ber turai to sit on lite gue. but leaviug ne mark upon bier face.
throne. She expects to be treated with obe- When she was dead they cart !ully ;arest
dient consideration by bier son's wife; she lier in bier best garments, and, according te
experts to taie life easily lu bier eld age. customi, were ob liged to send word ef lier
Instead of this, she discovers that bier new death to her aunt, lier only living r9lative.
daughter-in-law is saucy, carelcss and This aunt was a desperate character, a
wasteful. if mot actually thievish; shie is beggar-woman whe, could hope or fear no-
above ail taking the flace inulber beloved tbing freni the maglstrates, as she bad not
son's affections wbicb the mot7her bas eneugh mouey te maie it wertb an officiai's
always beld. while te pay any attention te bier case. She
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