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NOTES ON THE HERRING GULL (LARUS

ARGENTATUS).

BY M- Y. WILLIAMS. OTTA.»wA.

Betwcen June 8ih and October-26tb the writcr cruised bv-
launch from Wiarton to Sault Ste. Marie. %isiting ncarly al the
islands included in the MIanitoulin group- Throumghout the sra-
son hcrring gulis werr very numerous. On and aiîer july 21 st
the immature birds. in brown-gray plumage. began to, apprar.

These gulls are rcporteci to nesi frely on liaif Moon Isla.id.
where the fiç.hermein obtain plenty of cggs for eating. On JuIv
2ist. when we visited Wall Island. 1 saw old nests. and aiso a
dead. haif-grown gull. What appeared to be the remains of a
nest was also observed cm James I-land. and manv gulis made ii
a rcsting place. This sprcies is aiso rcpuried to nesi on some of
the islands in the north channel.

A number of welI-mnformed lishermen and huniers report,
that the berring guil destroy-s whole families of youmng mild ducks.
Following the dlock as it ssims in open water. thry bov-er oir
the little ducks. whicb tîry 10, escape by diing. and swallow
them as soon as thry corne Io the surface.

On September 2ith the wriier saw a small fiock (if what
appeared 10 bc hooded mcrganzer off the west end of Barrie
Island- S-,veral herring gulis% hovered near and dro)pprd 10
the surface of the water air mgs.ide the ducks as seoon as thry rose
10, the surface. swam up and appearrd to, take somcihing away
frum them. On Ociober isi a large dlock of Amnercan mer-
ganzers were flshing alc'ng the Lake WVoolscyv sicle of Indian
Point. In spite of a fresh irind blowing on shore. tbey flshed
close bo shore in the sçhallow water. following up the innumerable
minnows which were 10be found ai his Iocalitv- A number of
herring gulls mingledl wiîh the ducksç. and paid close attention
10 theni as îhcy rose from beaeatb the water. 1 shot two of the
ducks. and found their mouths overfloming wiîh minnows.

Mr. J. >Ierrylees. of Gorc Ray. hunier ard taxudermsiisi. says
that the guils regularlv rob il-e ducks of therir flsh when thev
irise 10 swallow iheir catch. This appears to be the onlv con-
clusion to0 be drawn froni the above observation. It was fur-
ther stated bv Mr. E. Gaulin. of Meidruni Bay. that the gulis.
mob the boons as well as the ducks.

From evidences seen this summer. the herming gull has at,
least one dangeros natural enemy. On July lOth the wiiem
discovered four duck hawks along the cliffs of the nomth side of
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