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Before the Class,

BY EDWIN P. 8T, JONN,

Begin by bringing up, by question if possible,
the story of the friendship of David and Jonathan
as related in the lessons of the fourth Quarter of
1895, (See 1 Sum. 18. 14; 19, 1-7; 20, 14-17, 42;
23.18.) Call attention to 1 Sam, 20, 16 (margin),
indicating that there was between them a “ blood
covenant,” sealed by shedding and perhaps drink-
ing cither each other's blood or that of a sucrifice,
Utilize the opportunity for review by trucing from
the death of Jonathun the steps by which David
guined his present opportunity to fulfill royally his
part of the covenant. Note how his religious activ-
ity would naturally remind him of his promise,
perhaps forgotten for twenty years,

Now take up the lesson text. Use the map to
indicate the locations of the places mentioned. In
conncction with Mephibosheth tell of the accident
which produced his lameness (2 8am. 4, 4), and of
his refuge at Lo-debar, near Mahanaim, the seat of
his uncle's kingdom while David reigned in Hebron,
8Bhow how his hirth during David's exile, his
physical infirmity, and the fear that David would,
according to oriental custom, put to death all the
family of the preceding dynasty would help to
keep his existence unknown to 1

Finish the story of the lesson text, and show its
further relation to the life of David by a very brief
glance ahead to the treachery of Ziba (2 Sam. 16,
1-4, and 19. 24-30), and the friendliness of Machir,
the friend of Mephibosheth, in David's time of need
(2 Sam. 17. 27-29).

For the application remind the class of the blood
covenant between the king’s son and the outlaw,
Show how Christ and the Christian stund in the
same relation, joined by a covenant seuled by the
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The Lord is my light and my salvation ; whom shall I fear?
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shed blood which we drink in symbol in the con-
memoratory sucrament.  Note the fitness of the
“love feast” and the offering for the poor of the
church in connection with the celebration of the
Lord's Supper, for the covenunt binds us toskow the
kindness of God to the household of Jesus. They
and he are one,  **Inasmuch as ye have done it
unto one of the least of those my brethren, ye have
done it unto me.” If we ask who they are, he suys,
* Whosoever shall do the will of God, the sume is
my brother,” ete, (Mark 8, 85).

Now we may ask five questions : (1) Have we
forgotten that while Jesus is no longer here to be
ministered to in the hody we owe u duty to his
children, *“the truvail of his soul,” and that this
is n test of our love to him (1 John 4. 20, 2)?
2) Do we remember that what we owe is “the
kindness of God,” that which he has alrcady given
us (1 John 4. 10), and that which proceeds from
God dwelling in us (1 John 4. 16)? (8) Do we
seek, as David did, for opportun unknown to
us for fulfilling these duties (Luke 14, 12, 18)?
(4) When we seck to show kindness to the mem-
bers of the family of Christ, are we content to sup-
ply simply the lower physical und mental wants hy
gifts of money, or do we bid them it at my
table,” and thus give of ourselves to their hearts
(Jumes 2. 8, 9)? (5) As David “ for Jonathun's
suke” would do kindness to the whole house of
Suul, hix enemies, should not we, for Jesus's suke,
include in our loving ministry not mercly “the
household of fuith,” but the whole world for whom
he died ?
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Psalm 27, 1,

Authorized Version.
[Read chapters 8 and 10.)
28am. 10, 8«19, [ Commit to memory verses
11, 12.]

8 And the children of Am'mon came out, and
put the battle in array at the cntering in of the
gate: and the Syr'i-ans of Zo'bu, and of Re'hob,
and Ish'tob, and Ma'u-cali, were by themselves in
the field, .

¢ When Jo'ub saw that the front of the battle
was against him before and behind, he chose of all
the chioiee men of Is'ra-el, and put them in array
against the Syr'i-ans:

10 And the rest of the people he delivered into
the hand of Ab-i his brother, that he might
put them in urray aguinst the children of Ani'mon,

Revised Version.

8 And the children of Am'non came out, and put
the battle in array at the entering inwof the gate:
and the Syr'i-uns of Zo'bah, and of Re'hob, and
the men of Tob and Ma'a-cah, were by them-
sclves in the field. Now when Jo'ub saw that
the battle was set aguinst him before and be-
hind, he chose of all the choice men of Is ra-cl,
and put them in array aguinst the Syr'i-ans:
and the rest of the people he committed into the
hand of Ab-i-sha'i his brother, and he put them
in array aguinst the children of Am‘mon. And
hesaid, If the Syr'i-ans bhe too strong for me,
then thou shalt help me: but if the children of

-

Aug.

11 A
me, the
Am'mo
and hel

12 B
for our
the Lo,

13 A
were wi
ans: w

14 A
the Syy’
Ab-i-sh
returne
to Jerus

15 An
smitten
together,

16 An
Syr'i-ans
Game to
Lost of I

17 An
Is'ra-el ¢
cume to |
inarray

18 Anc
Du'vid
the Syr'i
smote Sh
there,

19 And
Ha
I<'ru-el,
them, 8¢
of Am'mo

e’
th

TIME.
Rubbath, ¢
a pluin sy
Hamath, o
cus. EN
an outlaw
cume mong
seemed wi
for reorgan
to extend t
Euphrates,
derstand )
Hunun mu
to cope wit
der to all
which we
of the Israe

M. Day
Tu. A so
W, Divi
Th. Trus
F. Deliy
N, Prais
8. The:

No. 430, Ne
“Be.




