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BOYS' SOHOOLS IN ANCIENT ATHENS.
You cannot drive ont nature withi a fork nor eau you

produce suchi-and-such an individual by such-and.-suchi a
method of education. The Athenians, like ,genius, wvere borii,
not made. Nevertheless, there is a fascination in the study of
the methods of education adopted by the finest race the earth
bas ever produced, and the descendants of generations whose
mental lives have been nourishied by the literature of a dead
world, nîay care to investigate the educational notions of those
among wvhom. that literature arose.

But we hiave first, if 1 mnay be allowed the expression, to
undifferentiate ourselves. We mnust give Up the dividing lines
ivhichi mark us out into intellectual, moral, physical, or social
beings. In the Athens of iPericles intellectual ,3ducation, as
suchi and for itself, wvas hardly conceeived of: the wliole miai
w.as to be educated. (I say man advisedly, for wvoian, alas!
froni the Athienian point of view, wvas xîot a Vhing to be
educated at ail.) Morever, to appreciate the mieaning of
education aiinong the Greeks, one nieeds to realize a far more
vivid feeling of patriotisnii than modern life in Western Europe
admits of. The chief aira of the eduicator was a moral one; and
the chief part of morality wvas to be a goo(l citizen. To produce
a brave soldier, a -%vise ruler, a just jiudge, iii one and the saine
individual, wvas the purpose of education, wvhere eachi citizen
mighlt bc called to fulfil ail thiese duties in turii. Thus the
hiarxnonious dev'elopiiit of ail the faculties wvas the resuit
desired, rather thani the acquisition of knowledgc for its owni
sakze.

Ilealize an education carried on iiainly "ilout lboo1c, iii
wichl 110 foreign laniguage xvas ever taughit, and in Nvhlichi so
littie wvas one branch of learxingi( iiarked off froîn another that
ail necessary subjects-apart fromn the pixysical training-wvere
briefly sumîniieci up under the liead of, "music." Sucli wvas the
teaciig( of those whiose writings hiave inspired ail subsequent
literature. rjliey dlo imot secnm, hiowever, to liave eseaped educ-
tioxial dilficulties of a very coxinion sort. A reinark of Plato's
leads one to suspect thiat stupid boys were by no ineans un-
conînion in favoured Athiens, and thiat even this attractive
niethod of eduication wvas xiot infallibie. Those, lic says, who
cannot iearn to read and -%vrite (1uickly and -well -%vitlin a suit-
able tiniie shiould be 'Illet go." Hoxv nîiuch trouble this simiple


