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laudablé, if the spirit behind it be sincere and reverent, oarnestly inquisitive,
yet unfettered by thoory, and loyal te the truth of ~ig.Chiristian ecliolar-
ship is a produot of the B3ible-one of its signal and noble fruits. Christian
scholar8hip lira is absoluto righits, which none can invade without damagingf
injustice, le lias the sanie right to investigate the Bible whicli the geoloýgietî
lias to pierce and expIai» the strata of the globe, or the astronomer to searcli
o ut the stars with lis lenses and caloulations and to set themi in tijoir mightyIordor. It niay iiiako mistakes the first time, and many times ; and wlien it

Ihas madle sucli it hias enly to confess them. It must net be too certain of se-
called "«result3," befero tliey have bec» largely and patiently tested. It
ought neyer te gyo sneering threugh Christendoin, with eyos unloving cr dis.
dainful toward those wlio at fir8t 'are afraid of its processes and unpreparcd te
admit its conclusionsa. lIt ie, perhaps, net wholly unapt te have a touch of
arrogance in its toe, being sometimes less sensitive than even Paul was te
the occasional use of that liard word Ilfool." Seoit repels, semetimes eharply
and far, those whom it ouglit te attract and instruct; and when one of its
alleged discoveries turne eut a mistake, as now and thon happons, multitudes
are ready te say, "Se -ive expected ! The wliele thing is wrong, dangorous
in tendincy, if net ekeptical in spirit. Men's faith is liazardcd, -witliout
reasen, and with infinite risk."

I emphatically dissent frern any1 sucli view, holding that those wlie
habitually and impartially invotigate the Scriptures, in their litorary ]istery
as woll as in their centents, are absolutely at liberty to de se, are indeed under
constant obligation te do se, and only lioping that thcy will net be contemp-
tueus toward minde whicli movo more slowly than their own, and will net cry,
"A star 1 a star 1" when all that ie befere them is a.~ilo-h-ip

That thie Bible itself is to take ne damage from these inquiries, as it lias
taken none fremn infidel attacks, we meet surely believe. That it is a book,
the one Book, for mankind, made, as God meant it te, be made, fer attracting
and holdingy the attention of the world, and for making upon it the sublimeet
and meet fruitful spiritual impression, ive have ne doubt wliatever. It seems
te us ne plainer that the stars -%viceh guide the mariner over the seas are
higlier than our roofs ; ne plainer that meuntains were net reared, and
canions ecoeped, b:rlhuman hande. The marvellous unity, the infinite variety,
the matchiese sublimity, the inimitable pathos, the power over sole, of this
unique and incomparable book; its lioly law, a.gainat *hich figit, mien's
subtlest and most inveterate luets ; its attractiveness for ail classes, for al
centuries, in ail lande ; the magnificent, ideals preeented by it ; the invisible

- but unwasting power -%hichi ges everywhere -%vith it, tu uipIif t society, te
ennoble civilization, as well as to blees persens and Ihouseholde-ail tliese
things, aud ethers, beave us no more in doubt as te, whetlier the Bible came
from God tlirougli man, or from man hirusoîf in lis uncertain inquiring wit,
than we are in doubt wlietlier liglit ivas braided i» huma» workshops, or the
ocean was poured from a million tin-cupe. The Bible silently, by its progrees
on the earth, defies the world te make another equal or superior.to it. Till
that lias been done, and the echools and universities ewing their en!gin and
equipinent Le the Bible, have made another botter adapted te paon and rich,
te the savage and the 3avant, more adnirable in morale, more luminous with
transcendent doctrine, more vivid and vanieus in the portraiture of character,
more inspiring te higlieet spiritual feeling, and with a cL.zacter supremer in
charity and in purity than that ef the Christ dominant in it-till thie has been
aohieved, «we need not and we sh&'l net wverry -bofore whatever criticism of it,
or whatever daring and vehement assault. Our watchee may now sud thon
ru» dowii, bu t the esre in their courses do net stap. The needies in our
compasses may tremble or be deflir,cted, but the sovereign constellations hold
their place. Our minde xnay Pjmetimes be perplexed, but the Bible ivili
stand, God's word for the worl,À, till time is fiaished. It will continue te be
found in the liande-alike of chlidhood and of age. It will eay te the meet


