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Markhani's mysticism lias wvings but at least the tip of its
toe neyer leaves earth. It drearns shadowy dreamis enough, but
Mien it subsequently sings of tlîern it is wide awake. It beholds
ver>' unusuals visions, as "thiroughi a glass darkl>)," but the langu-
acre in whicli they are described Il lie who runs inay read " and
quite comprehend without stopping.

Full illustrations of the foregoingc assertions are, 1 think,
Iurnishied by the poemi "lAt the Meeting of Seven Valleys" so
that it beconies incuaibent upon me to give it ini its entirety

"At the meeting of sevcn valcys in the west,
I c:ie lpon a1 host of siuent souls,
Seated beside stili waters on the gas
It %vas a place of nieniories aind tears -

Terrible tears. 1 rested in a wood,
And thcere the bird that miourzis fo,,r Itys sanig-
Itys duita touclied the tears of aill the world.
But climbing onward toward the !Mirple peaks,
I i>atsed on silen. feet, whîite multitudes.
Beyond tlie rench of peering ilneniories,

Lying asleep) tiîonl thc scenied banks,
Tlîeir bodies burning wvitlî celestial fire.
Tie straîîg.1CneSS of tie beatifir -sile,
The vision of God, the nîystic bremi of rest.'

It l;as beeti said of Natha«niel Hawthorne that lie heard

niielodies too fine for miottai car. Hawvthorne heard no more
a irial strains thani îMarkham, but, azs this little poeni clearly shlows,
the lai ter's formi of expressionî is nt above mottai comprehiension,
and I wvish 1 could say as niuch of every passage ini Hawthorne.

The poet's socialisni, like bis miysticismi, is strictly confir.ed
within the liniits of what prosy people cali, sanity. It ;appears to
lie a direct resuit of Iooking upon the awful inequality' in life. It
probably camne to the poet whien hie gazed tipoîl the dread tragedy
of human misery, and pcrhaps shared in soi-e of it. Hqe believes
iii tie progress of the race, but that dognit is no more than the
central idea of such an unconipromising stickler f'or lawv and order
as .Alfred Tennyson. If ilhe thlough ts;o imen are ta bc " widened"
zit aIl, it nmay flot bc by -a sudden surgical aperation, like that by
which the Rev Sydney Smiith proposed to, get a joke into the hleaci
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The lighit tliat niever %vas on sea or land.
The CQfiseecr;iioii and the poets drcamii."
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