
If, finaIly, he were te suggest a state systein of eleinentary schoeIs
which should be <'essentially confessional," wherein religions
instruction should be "given compulsorily in school 'hoynrs and
inspeeted by the cler-gy," his fituess for an asylum ivould, onth
niost charitable interpretation, be scîf-evident, or, on a Iess charit-
able, his jesuitry and consequent unfitness for eitizeusluip in "a
free and Protestant country. "

Canada, it would be argued, by fie rnildcst opponent of suck
a suggestion, is, too Protestant, or tùjo " mixed " a country, in some
provinces more than in others, to allow the ide;L to ho serious1y
entertained, ror a single moment, "hy any mian in bis9 itnsem,"-
certainly not ho any statesman or politician who set any value ela
his continued "'publie uscfulness."

It may be welI, therefore, te insist, first of a,1l, on certain evi-
dent weaknesses irt ouir Canadian systerus of eleinentary educa-
tien, as at present existing in varions provinces, and then toe n-
quire whiether, iD any modern, civilized and progremiive country,
in any country predominiantly Protestant, if you -%ifl have it so,
such a systein as is hekre indieated, and so readily condemned ar4
impossible and inipracticable, if net essentially "«popirib," exista,
or lias ever existedl, and with educaý-tiona,ýl and national results.
For, if it can be sliown that a systemn, in any way resemnbling the
one proposed does exist, under the conditions speeified, the ques-
tion is at once transferred froin the doinain of the thecoretical to
that of the practical, and a real and actiial coniparisen of priln-
tiples and restits can ho at once, and satisfactorily instituted.

The first and most 0)vioiis w'ealzness attendant on tixe tolet-
atien of a sehol system other than that of thxe state is that taxa-
tien, municipal or provincial, is unequal te fihe task of! providing
:Ldequately for both; there is net, in the hoinely phrase, "enough
to go round." One, or both, of thec eXisting-ýand in some sensu,
rivail-systeins inust suifer in consequence; or where, as in Oin-
ta-rie,, the publie school systemn lias, or appears, te have, the mani-
Lest advantage of a larger taxable area on which te, dra-w, ncôI
only are the children in the "separate"' sehools (whvlo may ho tlhe
niajority) exposed te, the riskr of being less effleiently edueatedl
(te, the state's dletriment and thieir own); net only are their
teachers less justly remunerated, buit there is a distinct, and ab-
solutely iniquitous discrimination, in the inatter of rating, aýga-:nsi
the conscientions supporters of the less favoured sehoole. Where,
as ini somte provinces there is ne "separa-ýte" school system recog-
nized by law, tîxe double ta-.ait.ion- imposedl on those (be their
creed Protestant, Catholic, or IIlebrew) wlio consciezxtiously ob-
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