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safely aeross the River Bravo del Norto by the shilful. MexNicanl
"Botaroes" to the imartial strains of a, peerlcss Mrexican band.

W\Vitli cxccptional pub)lic spirit, the genial and iinuchl-loved
Judge Forto %vlo mnanages the ferry lias throw'ni no obstacle lu
the wvay -of building the bridge, but on the contrary lias shown
every interest of the prosecution of the wvorkz. lus advice and
assistance to the bridge builders lias always beexi thecirs for the
asking; lie lias donc tliis altlîougli lie knows better tlîan anyonc
cisc tlîat -%vlien the bridge is finishied lus ferry, w'Iiichi lias been
carrying people across the river for 30 years -%itlî the uinparalleled
record of not liurting one soul. -%vili gradually die. God bless
thic Judge and long niay lie live.

The bridge rejoices in the good naine, Tie Broivnsville and
Mataunoras Bridge. Tlie flane.is unustually appropriate. Browiis-
-ville possesses a, unique namne in the LUnited States for reasons
too niiimerous to mention.

Màataînoras is fauous tlîrouglîout M.Nexico as licing the tity
whcire the great events transpired tliat gave M-ýexico lier greatest
citizen anmd statesinan, thîe w'onderful and wise Diaz.

People of Brownsville and 3Màatamoras, the b)ridge identified
by your naine is yours. A bridge of stone and steel. may its
foundations neyer Lail. -May riD rascally fiddcler, on a, surmer s
eve, %vitli his instrument attuned to thîe responisive eliord of o11e
of its tension iueînbers, fiddlc away till the -%vliolc structure shial
collapse as traditional, fable tells us lias been donc. MaI,,y the
wvaters of thîe Rio Grande flow gcntly -lien passing by your bridge
in tlîeir turbulent roll to the sea. May no -violent tornado. orig-
inating arnong bad people on the otlier side of the Gulf, wirekl
its fury on your bridge. Màay the trains of tlhc two gi-cat railrocads
tliat -%vill lise it roli proudl3- aiid safely across flie yawniiig eliasin
of the river for niany years to corne. Ma\.«y no accidenit of any
description ever inar its fair naine. 'May it performn its offlees
as a go od bridgc. as ail good b)ridges in liistory lhave donc, in per-
fccetiîug commîîun cation, promnot.ing comm ierce an d advancing cirilh-
7ation of tlîe two niations fliat; if, joinis. 'May thie Young ladies of
]irowNvsvillc wvit.h flîcir sturdy beaus, zaifd tle scuioritas of -Matýa-
inoras Nvith tlîeir escortîs frequc.ntly use the bridge as -. ineans 0£
roînotiing flîir courtsliips. Aud ]astly, but niot least, miay nle

restilt, of suicl unions engendereci, fostercd aud favored by, tlie
bridge produc a race of nien and w-orne»n on bot]isds ffi
river; that in hunniian. achiievement, progress, and love of thîe Law
of thue ]and, siiall rival tlie Spartaus of Old.
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