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THE RURAL CANADIAN.

GARDEN AND ORCHARD.
WATERING PLANTS.

We publish the following from the London
Mark Lane Fxpress, not bocause it is now, but to
show that oulturists, the world ovor, aro agreed
upon the principles that should govern in water-
ing trecs and plants:

# Daily morning eprinkling uader the influonce
of the sun, which is incroasing in power every
moment, is worso than useless, as the rapid evap.
oration that follows lowers the tomperature of the
ground so much as to be positively injurious, and
the very faot that tho surface drics so quickly
proves to demonstration that the moisture ie not
approprinted by the plants or orops, but by the
atmogphiere. This is not exactly what is wonted ;
in fact is the exaot opposile, ag it is for the plants
and not the air, that tho moisturs is intended.
Watering to be effeotual with out-door cropsshonld

-be done in the ovening, There is little or no

evaporation then, and consequently the crops
have ot least soveral hours to appropriate the
moisture that is given, and become refreshed for
the work of the following day.

¢ A gound rule in the watering of plants and
orops is to wait until they require artifieial sup-
port, and thon to give it copiously; It is of no
use applying water unless sufficient is given to
penetrate to the roots of the plants, and even
below them, Numbors of persons are under the
impression that they give sufficient for this when
in fact the water may not penetrato half an inch ;
it runs off the surface iustend of percolating
{urough it, ‘Lh's is sure to be the case where
daily sprinkiings are indulged in an the principle
of giving 2 <xy part of the garden a little. It is
far better o divide the garden into sections and
give each in turn an adequate sapply, oven if the
“whole be not saturated more than once a week.
With the object of assisting the water to pass

. turough the dry surface it is often necessary to

break it up slightly with a fork, and it is always
desirable to ran the hoa through.the surface on
the following morning, as soon &s it is dry enough
to be worked freely, as this will to a very import-
ant extent arrest evaporation, and assist materi-
ally in the retention of both warmth and moisture
in the ground. .

« Qur ramarks apply to plants and crops that
ara established and not those that are immediately
planted, which often need watering daily and
sprinkling frequently to prevent withering; but
even in the case of these artificial shade, when 1t
can be given, will be far bettor than the incessant
use of the water-pol. Beds in which seeds are
sown can seldom be watered beneficially.  If sow-
ing must be done in dry weather, the proper
method of supplying the requisite amount of
moisture is to flood the diills before the seed is
scattered in them, and shade the surface until the
seedlings appear. For instance, the present time
is the time for sowing peas, for the latest orops ;
.coleworts, for occupying vacant ground after the
carly crops are removed ; and caulifiowers and
lettuce for automn use, Let the drills be first
saturated, and the seed wnll germinate far botter
thap if it is sown first and watered afterwards.
This is & simple item of information not com-
monly found in books, yet worth rememboering,

« Roses, deciduous and evergreen shrubs, and
also fruit trees that were planted late in the
spring, will in dry soils, need watering now. Let
it be given liberally, as much as can be poured into
the goil, and in the morning dust over the surface,
or it will shrink and crack and much of the waler

- escgpo into the air again Trees and plants in-

serted olose to walls must have special attention,
as tho soil drios there moro quickly than in the
opep. Mulching is an invaluable adjunot to wat-

oring, aud two or threo inchoes of cocoa fibre
refueo, which is very cheap, spread on tho soil,
has & neat’uppearance, and is an officiont conser-
vatory of moisture in tho earth.”

WILD GARDENS.

—

A growing snd commeondable feature of orna-
mentationis tho constantly inoreasing introduction
of wild gardons on private grounds. I¢is always
praiseworthy to make the most of the plants of
one's own country, and espeocially those of his
State or neighbourhood. The wild garden re-
ceivos moro attontion in Eurone thanin America,
although it seoms to be constantly growing in
favour in this country, To the farmer the valuo
of o wild garden lies chiefly in thé ense with which
it is cared for, and in the adaptability to that
parposc of any weste or wet piece of ground. A
wild gardun is necessardly s rustio afferr, whore
vacancies und irregularities do not mar its gen.
eral effect. It needs little cara other than to keep
down somo of the more troublesome weeds, and
to provent the stronger plants from crowding out
tho weaker ones. The pravious vegetation shonld
be thoroughly subdued, however, before even a
wild gardon is attempted. If the land is low it
will probably boe ocoupied by a strong sod of
sedges or goasses which must be entirely eradi-
cated befors one can expect pleasant results from
transplanted species. The noxt important prob-
lem is to seoure plants which will thrive in ths
selected location.. This is best done by removiug
plants from places which have a similar amount
of moisture, and the same exposurse to winds and
suns a8 has the spot seleoted. This is & pleasant
work for most children. Every ohildshould early
learh to love and obaerve some class of natural
objeots, whether plants, birds or insects it matters
little.. -

The familiarity with living objeots is & great
educator. If properly pursued one gains & power
of disorimination and observation from a study of
plants or birds or insects which he can get in no
other avocation. The detection of wild flowers
for a garden is one of the very best means of in-
ducing this desirable liking for nature. Were
this made the sole object a wild garden might be
msade a source of great profit to children and to
home. How to amuse and busy the children
when father and mother are not at leisure is a
problem which may often find a solution here.
Aside from this educational and salutary aspeot,
however, a wild garden may be made a charming,
aitractive place. Most or all of the plants will be
perennials, and there will be no trouble in kesping
good roots of most of them, especially if lightly
mulched each antumn, Of course, a wild garden
should not be in a conspicuous place. Al rough
aud rustic features of the premises shounld be
hidden from the rosd or front yard., This will
especially be the caso if the wild garden is built
up largely with rocks. )

APPLE CULTURE.

Prescott Williams, of Williamsburg, Mass., who
has given a quarter of & century to apple oulture
and pow has twenty acres in the fruit—about
1,400 trees in all—had one of the largest cropsJast
year the orcharde ever produced. It reached
about 800 barrels. Thess trees are expected to
reach & besring capacity of 2,000 barrels. Intho
next ten years the income from the twenty nores
is estimnated at 82,000 a year. The land is like
all that adjoining, and Mr, Willinms congiders it
all good {Qr apple culture. The peouliarity of his
mothod is that he digs a hole five feet square, in
which the young trea is set, and it is then filled
around with good and well made compost. The
orchards are never ploughed, for he hss found the

littlo roctlets como to tho surfass for noutishment.
The windfalls and deoayed fruit are all romoved.
Tho treo is out to grow low, with wide-spreading
branches, thus avoiding muol: of the durgor from
high winds. Mr, Williams has this year observed
for tho first timo & differonce in tho shape of tho
Baldwin troes that boar in the odd and tho even .
year. The differonco is quito noticeablo when it
18 onoo pointed out. Tho ovon year has long and
slonder branches reaching out in all dircotions,
whilo the odd tree is more sorubby, the braunchoes °
growing oloser togother on tho fop. Theso facts
may bo of much importance to thoso who wish to
graft the Baldwin. Like many other fruit-raisors, .
Mr, Williams has como to tho conclueion, as a re-
sult of his long experience, that only a fow vario.
ties of both apples and pears are profitable to
raise. Ho would not set moro than throe varie-
tica of pears, and, if he ware to sot an orohard of
o thousand apple trecs, he says he would sot only
the Baldwin and the Lady's Swoeting. Tho
lattor is & winter sweet, light xed in colour, vory
handsome, and a profuse bearer.

RAISING FOREST-TREE SEEDZLINGS.

D. W, Beadle, secrctary of tho Ontario Frait
Growers' Association, gives tho following dirco-
tions how farmers may grow forest trecs from
seed, in which he doubtless speaks from his own
exporience :—Now that tho planting of timber-
belts, both for timber and protection, is likely to
prove desirable, these direotions may be gonerally
usoful. -Prepare a small piece of ground by on-
riching and pulverizing, and plant the szeds as
soon as may be after they are perfeotly ripe, The
soft maples”and tho elms ripen their sceds in
June, and by sowing them at once, sirong plants
masy be had before winter, They should be cov-
ered lighlly, or with only enough fine earth to
keep them moist. The sugar maple ripens its
seed late in adtumn, as well as the ashleaved
maple. They may be sown in autumn, or kept
in moist earth for sowing in spring. If kept in
papers, they will become 8o dry s to be likely to
fail of germinating. The large sceds of the but-
ternut, chestnut and walnut, ripen late in autumn,
and they may bo planted as soon as gathered ; or
they may be mixed with goil to kesp them moist
and prevent moulding, spread in a thin layer,
and covered with sods, for early spring planting.
It is not necessary to expose them to frost, but to
keep them from becoming dry. All these trees
may be grown in nursery rows tili large enough
to set out in belts,

AMPELOPSTS OR VIRGINIA CREEPER,

The common Virginia cresper, or as it is often
ocalled, * woodbire ” and ¢ five-leaved ivy,” has
long been held in esteem as one of the most desir-
able of hardy climbers. It is easily grown, and
very soon covers a wall or other object with g
dense mass of green. One of the most attractive
features of the plant is its habit of assuming rich
tints of red and orange in the autemn. The Vi
ginia creeper is & common plant in woods in the
northern United States. It is the only native
woody climber which has five-parted leaves. It
can readily-be distinguished from the poison ivy,
which has wider, three-parted leaves. The creeper
is a near botanical xelstive of the grapes, its’
flowers and fruit having almost tho same atructure
3 they.

Another desirable climber, introduced some nine
or ten years ago from Japam, is that known as
Veitch’s Ampelopsis (Ampelopsis Veitchii). In
many respects this specios is superior to the native
Virginia oreeper, - Its most marked snperiority is
the readiness and teneoity with which it olingsto a
wall, Intaking plants of tho Virginia crooper



