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FIFTY YEARS OF WITNESSING
FORJCHRIST IN EUROPE—IV.

———

"Y REV THOMAs SIMS, L.b.

In previons articles we have referred to
Dr. Cralg’s long experience as an evangelist
on the contlnent of Europe as illustrating
the antagonism of Popery and of Rationa-
lism to the spread of Intelligent faith and
vital godllness. The aim of this paper is
to exhibit the worklog of Religious Forma-
lism whose Influence is as ubiquitous and as
antagonistic as that of either Poperyaor
Ratlonalism. Even where her creed ls
evangelical the Church may easily become
a smooth highway to perdition. By exalt-
ing sacraments, ritual, organization, mini-
sters, symbols, or other sacred forms, per-
sonal faith and splritual life are soon made
to suffer. The emphasis which belongs to
life gets transferred to ceremony and the
sou! of religlon perishes out of its pampered
and overgrown body. [n the religlous con-
dition of Germany, Denmark, Sweden and
Notway, as Dr. Oraig came in contact with
it, this is skown abuudantly.

The law in most of these countries pro-
vides that all children, those born of Jewish
pareats excepted, should be baptized in
infancy. At fourteen or fifteea years of age
they were confirmed and admitted tothe
Lord’s Supper. Thenceforward they were
full members of the Church and therefore,
of caurse, uadoubted Christians, The point
of contact with Christ, according to this
system, lles in the sacraments., Ia baptism
they hecome children of God. In partak.
ing of the Lord's Supper they feed on Christ.
And what do they nesd more for life and
salvation ? The moral and spiritual effect
of such a system may be.readily imaglaed.
The wickedsst man In the parish could
come forward and claim the ordinance as
his zight. The Holy Spitit in personal ex-
perlence wasalmost unheard of. Fewindeed
could bear such testimony to the power of
divine grace as he who cried, ‘“ Oae thing
1 know, whereas I was bliad now I see 1"

Onre pastor, apologising for the appareat
moral poverty ofthepeopleandtheemptinass
of the very few Churches, said : ** A stranger
cap have no proper notiod of the prevailing
piety of the Hamburgh population. The
Hambuargher does not boast of his religion,
ar, indeed, speak much about it ; but deep
down in his breastis a very sincere piety.
He s outspoken. He can swear a good
oath and givea good blow-—may spend
much of his leisure time Jin the beer-cellar
and little in church ; but there is not an
unbeliever in the whole town.” He then
went on to say that the police were very
strict and saw to it that every child not born
of Jewish parents was baptized. Then,
when they were confirmed, at fifteen or six-
teen years of age, a certificate was given
them without which no maid could enter
domestic service, no apprentice commence
atrade, and no situation, civil or military,
couid be secured in the public service.
Even marriage could not be coutracted ex-
cept on proof given of membership in the
Chyrch by confirmation and communion,
and consequently there was ‘‘ not a single,
unbeliever in the town.” Aund this man,
who evaogelized as ke vaccinated, was, ac-
cordiog to Dr. Craig's testimony, * perfect-
1y sound in his conception of the person and
work of Christ, on the inspiration of the
scriptures, on the providence and grace of
God, and on many other points. But
iguoring the work of the Holy Spirit he
bound up the efficacy of allin the Sacra.
ments, and therefore no awakenings and no
conversions took place under his preachiag
The teuth, as preached by him, was wrap-
ped io such a thick mautle of ritoalism that
it was hidden from view."”

Equally significant with this State devel-
opment of sacramentarianism was that of an-
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other pastor who published a catechism on
frequent communion. ¢ His reasons were
that a commuaicant would abstain from any
glaring sin on the day of the communlon
and on the previous day, as well as on that
which [(ollowed. Thres days thus spent
without sin would count for much in the day
of judgment.,”” And that, we take it, is only
the logical outcome of a system of religion
whose central tenet Is the validity of sacra.
ments. Such 8 system will always be the
adversary of evangelical truth and evangeli-
cal experlence. If men can be saved by
such short and easy metbods few will be
found striving to enter in at the strait gate
of a oersonal acquaintance with the crucified
and risen Christ.

In connection with one of Dr. Oraig's
meetings a notorlous drunkard was convert.
ed. Shortly afterwards the churchwarden
of the parish came to the service bringing
his family with him, They desired to kaow
what it was that could change such a man
as drunken Tim, and many more had been
drawn to the service by a slmilar motive,
Dr. Craig had not been praachiong long when
a sob was heard. It came from the wife of
the churchwarden. Meanwhile tears were
streaming down the husband’s cheeks while
the face of the eldest daughter beamed with
joy. At the close of the service the young
woman rose and embracing her mother sald,
% Father, mother, it is all true. I kaowitt”
“ I cannot comprehend it,” the father said,
‘It is too wonderful,” *“How often,” said
the mother, “ Have we repeated the words
that Jesus Christ died for our sins, and we
did not know what they meant?”

The preacher was invited to go home
with them, where he *expounded the way
of life more perfectly,” and soon the whole
family were rejoicing inthe Lord. When
the pastor of the parish heard of it he wasin
agreat rage. He said, * It wasall very well
to convert drunken Tim, but think of the
presumption in Dr. Craig of counverting the
most respectable family in the parish. If
that goes on, why we are uone of us safe !”
Finally the bishop was seat for to quiet the
parish down. The diccesan was happily
Bishop Kaopman, of Holstein, a mas who
had a personal koowledre of the grace of
God, and he made haste to discharge his
daty. * He arrived atthe appointed time
and preached in the Church, which, for the
first time in the memory of the oldest in-
habitant, was crowded to the door. Taking
for his text the words, ¢ Except a man be
born again, he canoot see the kingdom of
God,’ he went on to describe the nature.
necessity, evidence, agency and fruits of the
new birth,

“Then falling back for iltustration on bis
own experience he described the piety of
his parents, the faithfuiuess of the minister
who confirmed him, but how he was still
without God and without hope in the world.
Proceeding, he described his work at college,
what care he took as a preacher inthe pre-
paration of sermons, and what little effect
they produced because he omitted the only
subject that could change the heart of his
hearers. He then gave a brief description
of how he was awakened and what discover-
ies he made when he came as a guilty, help-
less sluner to the cross of Christ. Then all
withio was made new.

“The congregation returned home that
day saying to each other, that ifa Bishop
required to be converted before he was of
any use, how much more musta peasant or
tradesman need this great change.”

These pictures of 3 people sunk in the
degradation of religious Formalism in the
tand of Luther contain lessons for the
churches of Canada. All religious move-
ments begin in fiery energy and progress
rapidly. Then they take on respectability
and cool down. Finally they freeze into
formality aand tbeir adhereats go on doing
the things their father's did because the
fathers did them aad because it is easier
and more respectable to go onin that way
than to stop. There never was a religlous

reformer, howaver fervent, who was able to
{mpart bis own fiery energy to his followers in
succeeding generations. Not Martin Luther,
por John Knox; not John Robiansen nor
John Wesley. Every generation, every iu-
dividual nceds to be baptized answ from the
fount of divine Gre, Aud the moment aay
individual or any Cburch ceasses to realizeits
perennial privilege of access to the source of
all gpiritual inspiration and its hourly de-
pendence on the divine quickening, there
beging a process in which freedom is ex-
changed for stiffness and energy of life for
the lifelessness of sacred forms, More love
to Obrist, increasing diligence of commun-
ion with God in prayer and study of the
Waosd, with new baptisms of the Splrit are
the only conditicas under which Anglicasism
or Methodism, Presbyterlanism or Congre.
gationalism cap be prevented from stiffening
into bodies in which there Is the form of
goldiness without thelile.

THE PREACHER AND LIS PLACE.

BY REV. . G {IANNA, B.A.

Judging by use and wont therz would
scem to be an anomaly In the appearance
of this book. It conmsists of a series of
lectures on preaching by an Eplscopal
clergyman in a Congregational Theologlcal
Seminavy. Let us hope that the {ast trace
of anomaly will be lost here, and that such
fraternal interchange will be no longer the
exception. The lecturer has been selected
not only because of his liberal views, but
chiefly because of his recoguized ability.
He s a fluent extemporaneous speaker, and
pastor of St. Bartholmew's Church, which is
the most conspicuous institutional church
among the Episcopallans in New York
Clty.

The Lyman-Beecher Lectureship has pro-
duced many excellent books, and in practi-
cal purpose this will not suffer by compar-
ison with any that have preceded, 't is a
remarkably fresh and suggestive book. It
bas an atmosphere of open-air contact with
living issues, rather than ideal theorizing in
the study.

The title exactly represents the theme,
and the purpose is ““to determine the dis-
tinctive place and work of the minister in
the ecanomy of moderan life.”

1f the preacher is to do his duly in the
present, he must take his true place in rela-
tion to the past. For he is in some respects
conditioned by its historic situation as well
as endowed with its heritage of privilege.
He must maintain fealty to its doctrines and
symbols in the light of modern advanclog
theological thought. Taking these as his
starting polats he is to think them throngh
anew with a broader range of meaning. To
this subject the opening lecture is devoted.

But the preacher is to face the present
not the past. It s to-day, aot to yesterday,
he is to preach, but to a society that cares
less about preaching than was cared yester-
day. It needs preaching just as badly, but
does not think so. The preaching for to-
day must ot deal with the life of yesterday,
but with that of to-day, grapple with its
problems, its duties, itz dangers. What
the people of this present time need is *¢ the
religion of Jesus Christ presented not so
much to help them to die right and get to
heaven when they die, 25 to help them to
live right aad to get into heaven before they
die.” Thisis an age in which uabelief is
debonair, in which the material is the chief
object of pursuit, but the visible does not
rest fully in the invisible, Hence the sad-
ness of much of cur modern life., The
preacher should not complain of the present
but accept the situation and seek to improve
it. 1o order to do so he must be alert,
sympathetic and in full tonch with the needs
and conditions of the present. For those
who wish this equipmeat our aathor furn-
ishes excellent advice in his second lecture.

¢ fhe Preacher and His Place” The Lymzo-
Beegh ¢s oo Preaching, at Yale University, :st.
By Rev. David H. Greer, D.D, Clok, 253 pages, price
9280, Charles Scribners Seons, Mew York § Wm.
Briggs, Toronto.
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The question next considered Is: Wh
should be the message of the Chrlsth:
pulplt to-day, and how should the preach
present it? It must be a llving msssag
the same old truth as in former days; n
abstract forces but clothed in flesh and bloo
The preacher must live In his message an
he must never forget that to-day *the di
tinctive power ofthe pulpit is its personality,
a personality that has made the truth it
own and given it lite and power and confu
matory sanction. The force of reasonin
may be parrled, but the power of livin,
personality 1s irresistible, This life Is tha
af the spirit dwelling In the preacher.

The relation of the preacher to otbe
messages demands attention, and markec
attention is given it here, Dr. Greer hold:
that all truth should be regarded as relig-
ious, for it is all a revelation of God, The
Bible must be regarded as a Divine ravela.
tion in a unique distlnctive sease, but there
should bo a receptive attitude to all contri-
butions of truth from every source, to make
it all religious, Thisis necessary it we are
to make, as we should, everyday-duty and
everyday-life truly religious. We should re-
move the labels which set off some things as
secular over against others as sacred—all
should be regarded as sacred.

But how is the message to be,prepared ?
(1) The preacher must study his Bible as a
book for to-day, a book of facts for all time,
but especially a book of principles that are
needed for the direction of life in this pres-
ent hour. (2) He must use sanctified Im-
agination to apply it to presest waots and
conditions. (3) He must study diligently
other books and other things outside the
Bible that they may help kim and his people
tc understand it.  (4) He must become in-
timately acqualnted with the human lite of
to-day.

To these general directions are added
valuable hints on the special preparatiogs
to preach—not simply to sermonize but to
preach. Their value lies I their exceeding-
)y practical cbaracter. For they embody
the results of Dr. Geer’s owa accurate ob-
servation and extensive experience. Of
comrse some of this information is to be
found elsewhere, but mauch of it is stated
here for the first time and will be found fresh,
stimulating and highly instructive.

The lecture on ** The Preacher and his
Parish " i{s packed full of wise directions.
He s to regard his parish as the special place
to which God has appointed him, and more
than this, the instrument through which he
is to work {or God in the salvation of souls.
Lzt him not fail to use that fustrument toits
highest efficiency, lest be find himself like
tbe servant ip ths parable who hid his
talent in & napkin, How, then, ishe (o make
his parisb, to the utmost possible limit, the
most useful ¢ (1) Find out what his parisk
cap do and develop these activities, not
others that may be unsuitable, This will
require his best powers of study, observation
and invention. (2) Find out the right per-
sons to do this work and Legin with one
whom he has informed and interestad., (3)
Transfer to others all he can and keep only
what work he must do personally. (4)
Leacn the art of judicious postpontment ; of
what he cannot do at present. To these
suggestions the lecturer has added wise
necessary cautions.

The closing lecture deals with a subjact
almost untouched in other works, viz,, how
the preacher is to make the most of himself,
On po subject is direction more veedful.
More power is needed in the preaching of
to-day. Personality is the scurce of power,
and the praacher is sacredly bound to de-
velop to the highest all his own personal
force. This is not easy, because the tend-
ency of our life to-day is to merge the ix-
dividual in the society, the orgaunization, the
corporatlon. The tendency isto corporate
life and eftort. To eftect this the preacher
maust * by a fixed and steady purpose, serve
the human lite aboat him, resolve to minist-
er unto others rather than have others min-
ister unto him." Let the ministry be to

LA b e e -



