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FIFflY YEARS O0F ITNESSING

FORICURIST IN EUROPE.-I .

%IV flic'. xuOiAb IMIS, l..

lu previons articles me have referredt t
Dr. Craig's long exponlonce as an evangeliat
on tie continent ai Europe as Ilusratlng
tht antaganlsm ai Pop ery anti ai Rationa-
lism ta the apreati ai intelligent faitb anti
vital gotiinesa. The aim af this paper ls
ta exhihit the working ai Religlous Forma-
lism whose Influence is as ubiqultous anti as
antaganistlc as that ai cubher Popery or
Rationalismn. Even irbere ber creet isl
evangelical bbe Churcb may easlly hecome
a smoobli bigbway ta perdition. By exait-
ing sacraments, ntual, organîizatlon, mini-
stets, symbois, or other sacreti forms, pen-
sonal iaith anti spiritual 111e are soon matie
ta sufer. The cauphasis whlch heloags ta
lite gts transterreti ta ceemnoay anti the
soul af religion porishes ont oalita pampereti
andi avergraira body. la the relîglous con-
dition ai Germany, Deunmark, Siredon anti
Narway, as Dr. Oralg came ln contact wth
il, this la shownabauntantly.

Tht law la most oi thest countries pro-
vides thai ail cbiltiren, those bora af Jewish
parents excepteti, shouiti ho baptizet inl
linfancy. Ai fourteen or fitteen years ai age
they mre confinmeti anti admitteti ta tht
Lort's Supper. Thencoforward they were
full membtrs of the Church andt terotoro,
ai course, undoubteti Chrisîlans. The point
of contact witb Christ, accordiag ta this
syaîom, lies la tht sactanuonts. la baptism
they heoame chiltirena o Goti. la partak-
ing of the Lord's Supptr they feed on Christ.
And irbat do they neeti more for lie anti
salvation ? The moral anti spiritual effeci
ai such a systemn may ho readiy imaglacti.
The wicketest man lan the parish coulti
came forirarti anti daim the ortinance as
bis riglt. Tht Holy Spirit la personal ex.
perlence masainiost unheard ai. Fowlntieeti
coulti hear such testimony ta tht power ai
divine graco as ho icet, 1"One îhIng
1 know, mhereas Iiras hlinow 1Ise1"

Ont pastor, apologlsIng for tht apparent
moral p ovetty of the peopletandthe emptiness
ai the very leir Churches, saa:"« A stranger
can bave no proper notion af the prevailing
petîy ai the Hambnrghi population. Tht
làanburgiier dots flot boast of bis religion,
or, indeeti, speak mmcli about it ; but deoep
dama in bis breastisl a very sincere pieîy.
Ite la ouîspoken. fIe can sirear a goand
aatb anai give a gondi biaw-mnay spenti
ranch 01 bis leisure time :in tht beer-cellar
anti litiein churcli; but thore la not an
unheliever la the irbole tair." Re then
went an ta say ihat the police went very
strict anti sair ta It that cvery chilti Dot bora
af jewlsh parents mas baptîzoti. Then,
whea ihey were canfirmeti, at i fhfea or six-
boen yoars ai age, a certificate iras givea
tbem mithout mhlch tano aiti coulti enter
tomestic service, no apprentice commence
a trado, anti ne situation, civil or mililary,
coniti ho secured inlatht public service.
Even marriage coulai not ho contracte x-
cepi on proof given ai membersbip la thc
Church by confirmation anti communion,
anti constquenîly there iras "flnot a single,
unbeliever in the town." And ibis man,
irbo evangelizeti as ho vaccinatet, mas, ac-
cardinge ta Dr. Craig's lestimoay, 1,pcrfoct-
ly sounai in bis conception of the persan anti
mark af Christ, on the inspiraion ai tht
sciptures, an tht providence anti grace ai
God, anti on maay athor points. But
Ignoing t ho mrk ai tht Holy Spirit ho
bounti up the efficacy o ai al la tht Sacra-
ziens. andt terefaro no awakenings anti no
conversions tor place untier bis preaching
Thetriuîh, as preaclied by hlm, iras wrap.
pet ha snicb a thick mantie ai niînalism that
t iras hitiden tram vicw."

Equally significant with tis S taie devel-
oprnnt ai sacramentamlanlsrp ias that af au.

ther pastor wha publisheti a catechlsm n 
traquent communion. Il'His reasons wert
that a communicant would abstaîn (rom any
glaring sin an the day ai tbo communion
and on the previous day, as weli as on that
whlch followed. Thrte days tbus spent
without sin wonid couat for much la the day
af iudgmcnt." Andi thar, wo labo t, lo anly
the loglcal outcomeofa a system af religion
whase central tenet la the validity oi sacra.
ments. Such a system wlll always bc the
adversary af evangelical truîh anti evangell-
cal experience. If men can ho saved by
such short and easy methods few wili ho
found striving ta enter In at the airait gate
af a orsonal acquaintanco with tecrucIfloti
and ison Christ.

la connection with oneofa Dr. raig's
meetings a notoriaus drunkard was convert-
cd. Shortiy aftorwards the churcbwarden
ai the parlsh came ta the service briogling
is iamily wlîh hlm. They desired ta know

wbat lt was that could change such a man
as drunken Timi, andi many more bai beau
drawn ta tht service by a sImilar motive.
Dr. Craig hati not bea preachiag long when
a sob was hoard. It came frora the wlféeta
the churchwardea. Meanwbie tars wore
streamlng down the husband's cheoks wbile
tbe face oi the eldest daughter beamed wiîb
joy. At the close af tht service the youngR
womnan rase and embracing ber mothor salti,
"Fatber, mother, it lsauaI truc. I kaow it t"
"I cannot comprebenti t," the fathor said,

It ls ton wonderful." 'IHow oicenj," said
the mothor, IlHave we repeatoti the words
that jesus Christ died for aur sins, and wie
titi net know vibat thcy autant P"

The preacher was inviteti ta go home
witb tbem, wbere ho "lexpoundeti the way
of lfe mare perfectly,' andi soon thc whoie
iamily were rejoicing ln tht Lord. When
the pasar ai the parisb beard af it ho was la
a great rage. He saiti, II t was ail very watt
ta canyont drunken Tim, but think ai the
presumptian la Dr. Craig ai canverting the
most respectable family la the parish. If
that goos an, wby wo are noue of us safe 1"
Finally the ishop was sent for ta quiet the
paish down. The diocesan was happiiy
Bishop Kaopman, ai Holstein, a man irba
hati a personal knowledge ai the grace of
Goti, anti ho mide haste ta discharge bis
dnty. "lHo arriveti at the appointeti time
andi preachet inl the Oburcb, wbicb, for the
first time la the momnory af theoaldeat in-
habitant, was crowdod ta the taor. Taking
for bis tort the words, 1 Except amian bc
born again, ho cananot sot the kingdom af
God,' he went on ta describe the nature.
necesslty, evideace, agency and fruits ai the
new irtrb.

"lThon falling back 'for Illustration an bis
aira experience he describeti the picty ai
bis parents, the faithfuluoss ai the minuter
irba confirmed i hm, butbo ho ir as sîilî
without Goad anti iithout hope in the riti.
Pioceeding, ho doscibeti bis work at collage,
what caro he took as a preacher ia the pro.
paratian ai sermons, anti irat littie effect
they produced becauso ho amittet the only
subject that couiti change tht boart ai bis
bearors. Ho thon gave a brie! description
ai hair ho ias airakeneti anti what discover-
les ho madeie bh came as a guiltv, help-
less sinner ta the cross ai Christ. Thon ail
irithin iras mate now.

IThe coogregatian retunact homo that
day saying ta eacb allier, that if a Bishop
required ta ho coavorted bofore hociras of
any use, tiow much more must a poasant or
tradesman need tis great change."

These picturos ai a people sunk la the
dogradation oi religions Formalism la the
landi ai Luther contain lassons for tht
churches oi Canada. Ail religious niave-
monts bogîn la fiery energy anti progress
rapitly. Thon thoy taire on rospecîabillty
anti cool taira. Finally thcp freeze labo
iormality and their adbeteats go on doing
the thinga their father's diti because tht
faîhers ddt hem andi' ecauso h is casier
and more respectable ta go on la that way
than ta $top. Tiiero nover iras a religions

reformer, hoirever fervent, irbo ias able ta
Isnpatt bis aira Gery energy ta hl$m ololwers ln
succeedlng gencrations. N at Martia Luther,
nor John Knoox ; net John Robinson non
John Wesley. Every generation, overy ln-
dîvîdual nets ta ho haptîzeti antir irom the
(oat of divine lire. Andi tht moment any
Individual or aay Churcli ceases ta roalze lits
perenalal priviiege ai access ta the source af
ail spitual inspiration andlits Ibauriy de-
peadonce on the divine quickening, thert
begins a procisa la which freetiow lse x-
changeti for stitiness anti cnergy ai lite for
the liflessnes ai acreti formis. Mare love
ta Christ, Increasing diligence ai commun-
Ion wlth Goti la prayer andi study ai the
Watt, Irlî neir baptistas ai the Spirit are
the only condtitons under which Angiicanilsmn
or Mthotisis, Preshyterianista or Congre-
gationalism cati ho preveateti from stiffening
Inta botiies la whlcb there Is the iarm af
gaidineas without the ll:c.
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]udgIng by use and iront thore iroulti
stem etatabcau anomaiy la tbe appearance
ai tis book. It consista ai a soties af
lecctures an proaching hby an EpIscopal
clergyman la a Congregatlonai Theologicai
Semlinary. Lot us hope that thé last trace
ai acotnaly wli ho lost bitre, anti that sncb
iratornal intercbange wil ho no longer the
exception. Tht lecturer bas heen soiecteti
not only bocause ai bis liberal views, but
chttfly because of bis recogoized ahility.
Ho Is a fluent extemporantaus speaker, anti
pastar ai St. Bartholmew's Church, irhicli is
:lic most canspkuous institutional church
among tht Episcopalians lu Noew York
City.

The Lynan-Beecher Lecttireship bas pro-
duced many excellent books, ant Inl practi-
cal purpose ibis wmil nat suifer by campar-
ison wth any tbat have proceticd. lIt Ilaa
rematkably fresb anti suggestive book. It
bas an atmosphereofo opta-air contact with
living issues, raiher than ideal theorizing in
the study.

Tht litho exactiy roprcseats the theme,
and tht purpose Is '< ta determine the dis-
tinctive place anti work ai the mînister la
tht economy ai modern]Ie."

Itho areacher lis tedo bis dnîy fa the
present, ho must tako bis truc place la rela-
tion ta the pust. For ho Is la some respects
conditionet by is hlstonic situation as wcli
as endoweti witblits horitage ai privilege.
Ho nmust maintain fealty ta its doctrines anti
symbols in the llght ai modern atvanclag
theolagical thoughl. Taking theso as bis
startlng points hie la ta thlnk them through
aneir wiîb a broadtr range ai meaoiag. Ta
ibis subjoct tht apening lecture is devated.

But the preacher is ta face tht present
net the past. It is to-day, not ta yesterday,
hoe ha ta preach, but ta a society that canes
leas about preaching than was careti yester-
day. It needa preaching just as hatily, but
dots net thlak so.. The preacbing for ta-
day must fnot deal veuh the 111e ai yosterday,
but witb that ai to-day, grbpple mliii Its
probieras, ils dutîts, itei dangers. What
the people ai this prescrit tîe neet is la tht
religion ai Jeans Christ prosonteti net sa
much ta hehp thom ta die ight anti gel te
heaven whtun thoy die, as ta belp them ta
live rlght andtet gel mtbheaven hofore tboy
tie." This lsaua age la whlch unhellef ta
debonair, la wbich tht materilisl the chie!
abject ai pursuit, but tht visible dots flot
rest futty la the Invisible. Hence the sad-
nosa ai much cf aur modern 11e. Tht
preacher shouiti nol complala ai tht prescrnt
but accepi the situation anti seek ta improve
hr. la ordor ta do so hie muat ho alert,
synupathettc ant Inl full toncli wth the neetis
anti conditions ai tht present. For thoso
irbo wish tbis equipmeti nt auathor fuma-
ishes excellent advice ia bis second lecture.

£ bc Preacher cerf ii PlacL-" The Lymza-
EttrhLt Ituts ou Prechii .aYale University. :BS

lv Rcv.,David a. Gre. D..t* Cloi'. -5 zs Dr ce
:11.so. Cmie, Scnbners SontI, N.w qork ; W=r.
flig, Toronto.

The question next cansidered is - Wh
sbould be the message of the ChtIst(It
puipit to-day, and bow sbould the prcacb
present it ? I must ho a living mtssai
the same old trtb as ln former days ; n
abstract forces but ciaîhod Ini flosh and bloc
The preachoý must live ln his message au
ho must nover forgot that to-day Ilthe di
tinctive power oitbopulpit is ts personality,
a personaliiy that bas made the truth it
own and given It Ille and power and confli
matory sanction. The farce of roasoniu
may bc parried, but the power af livin:
personality ls Irrosistible. This lite la tha
af the spirit dwellilng ln the preacher.

The relation of the proachor tu othe
mossages demaads attention, and iarkt
attention is given it bore. Dr. Greer hoid!
that ail :ruth should ho regarded as reliR.
iouf, for It is ail a revelation af God. The
Bible must bc regarded as a Divine tavela.
tion in a unique distinctive sense, but there
sbouid ba a recoptive attitude to ail contri-
butions af truth from every source, ta maice
It ail reigiaus. This ls ncossary il we are
to mnake, as we should, evcryday-duty andi
everyday-life truly religious. We should te-
mave the labels whicb set off some things as
secular ovor against others as sacred-aiii
should bo regardod as sacred.

But bow is the message to beprepared ?
(i) The preachor must study bis Btble as a
book for ta-day, a baok af facts for ail time,
but especially a booakof principles that are
neoded for tho direction af lite in this pros-
ent haur. (2) Ho must use sanctîfie Ii-
agination ta apply it ta present wants and
conditions. (3) Ho must study diiigentiy
other books and othor thiaRs outside tho
Bible that they may help hlm and bis people
ta undorstand It. (4) Ho must becomo ln-
tlmately acquainteti with the buman tlteof
to-day.

To those general directions are added
valuable hints on the special preparations
ta preacb-not simpiy ta sermonize but ta
preacb. Their value lies la their exceeding-
]y practical cbaracter. For tboy embody
tbe results ai Dr. Goer's own accurate ob-
servation andi extensive exporience. 01
course somne of this information Is ta bc
founti elsewbere, but much af it is stateti
bore for the first time and wili bc founti fresb,
stimulating andi higbly instructive.

Tho lecture on "lThe Preachcr anti bis
Parish " is packed ful af wise directions.
Ho is ta regard bis parish as the speclal place
ta, wbicb God bas appoiated hlm, and more
than this, the instrumont tbrouzh wbich ho
ls ta work for Got Inl the salvation af sauls.
Let hlm flot fail ta use that instrument ta Its
hlgbest efficency, lest ho finti himseif like
the servant in tb! parable who bid bis
talent la a naphin. How, thon, is ho ta make
bis parisb, ta the utmost possible liaut, the:
most useful i (i) Flnd out vrbat bis parisb
can do and doveiop these activities, not
others that may ho unsuitabie. This wili
requtre bis boat powers ai study, obsorvation
andi invention. (2) Finti out tho right per.
sans ta do thîs work andi Legin vith ont
wbom ho bas informeti and interesteti. (3)
Transfer ta athers ail bo can and koep only
,wbat work bo must do personally. (4~)
Leac~n the art ai judiciaus pastponemenî ; ai
wbat ho cannot do at preseat. To thest
suggestions the lecturer bas atdoti wiso
necessary cautions.

The ciosing lecture doals wlth a subjoct
almost untouchet inl other wotks, viz., haw
the preacher is ta mako the Most ofai mself.
On no subject is direction more necdfil.
Mare power is needet inl the preaching of
to-day. Pcrsoaalîty ls the scurce ai power,
anti the pr'cacher is sacredly boundtu t de-
veiap ta tht bighest atl bis own persanal
force. This la not easy, because the tend-
ency af our lufe to-day la ta merge the ln-
dividuat la the saciety,, tht arganization, tho
corporation. Thet eadeacg ls ta corporato
Ille and eflort. Ta tûe ct ibis the Preacher
must «4hy a fixeti andi sîeady purpaso, serve
the human lite about hlm, resolve ta mînîsi-
or unto cthers rather than bave others min-
ister tinto hm." Lot the ralnistry be ta


