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There was a day-une day in seven-
Whcn catch s grin gatcwNays îurnetd cutwac.lâ hcavcrn,
And (air winds humi the future bore
The test of Cod l, us once mare.
Time's reign seenicd linef. bais promise great,
And Lave ruler! Death and bin -and Fate,
Z) peate, too hcavenly to àd%% z
WVtbh usy lire, rarewell, farew -U

There was a day whcn chains and! banads
Fell [romi oui weaiv feet and hands.
WVten God's own hush on toit was laid
And ail the heels ai labour stayer!;
Whin mat' igha, for an bout, assuage
Ilis thlaio iWLah bis berit2ge.
But naw le knows himself ton blest
With ane briglt, kingly day ai test 1

* There was a day when learner! men
Laid hy the tome, the chart, the pen.

* And, reverent, walked uapon the strand
O he unlnown and beckoning land.
Ont quaint, uid Buok they canned ancwv,
Ont blesse'] talc they heir! mûre truc
Than ail their lare. but culture sneets
At this lost day of early years.

There was a day made sweet and sti-ong
With gentler speech and bolier sang.
In sala, green pastures we 'sert ed,
By stil, celestial waters led;
But now a broader lueé inspires
New pleasures, hopes, demands, desires-
WVhy shouhd 'se medtate and pray
On thas, the world'a glar! holiday?

There as a cay once set art
Tu serve tht restiess, breaking hecart,
Tu ,jaw us neac oui Fathe's breast,
To teaclu ustabat ilis will is best.
At even we 'sert wont ta feel
Dear forms frin heaven srouiîd us steal:
Must wt forget these sacrer! thangs
For this strange manna jîrogress brings?

0 Gar!, with anguisb-smitten tyes
We watch Thine angels Icave our skies;
'Ne zec the grim gaies close, and, la,

* No mure the wînds prophetic bmow 1
Cursed by the toit that may noa cease,
Mocked by the mirth that knaws flot pecet,
Tht sou, imprisaned, starving, prays,
"Gîte hack aur lesscd day ai days !"
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A great modern wrter, who beyond any
other mn in any age or country, bas pro-
foundly and minuaely studied nature in ail its
phases, and who bar! been fitly calhjl "tht
bigli priest of thtelicautifol," makes mucb of
tht fact abat landscape as sncb neyer exercis-
er! a srang influence on zay pagana nation or
artist, and abat the Bible is disinguisher!
from ail other ancient lîteratures by its de-
light in thtelieanty or subîimity af natural
scenery. Wbenever nature is allucler!ta by
tht ancients, it is either agriculturally, sensu-
ally, iearfully, or snperstitiously, any higher
sensibility being rareîy exhibiter!. On tht
other band, every reader of tht Bible can te-
caîl numberiess txpressions showing tht deep-
est sympathy with, and tht mosa intense de-
light in, natural ahings, for their own sakes,
quite apart froRa their human associations.

r Tht sacrer! writers Rive souls ta tht rocks, tht
forests, anr! tht streanis. Isaiah speaks ai
tht ceclars ai tht mountain rejoicing aver tht
fail ai the king ai Assyria. And in tht Psalms
we rear! that tht floods lift up their voice, tht
bills ciap their bands, the mounatainas skip like

~] rams, and tht trets ai tht wood sing for jay.
Tht great Hebrew prophets neyer tire exult-
ing in tht majesty ai tht halls, thtermariang
af tht waters and tht tempess ; anr! tht
b eanty and îendrness ai aheir references ta
tht quitter aspects ai nature have ganetot tht
heaitsoaigenerations. "Tht cedarsoaiGar! "
how loving tht phrase I anr! how these men

< made ail things voiceful with praise ta Himi
"loantfiin, ail hi'!s, fruitful trees, and al

cedars, praîse ye tht Lard." Light and dark-
ntss, sunashint and tempesa, the rugged
mountans-ail creater! hngs-txprtssed tht
power and majesty ai jehovah, and were His
servants and messengers; Ht makeah tht
wnr!s luis messengers, and bis m.nisters a
flaming ire." It is Ht who Il sendeth forth

f springb ta tht valteys," that tht wld fisses
may quench their thirsa ; Ht plants tht cedars
ai Lebanon, whert tht birds niake their nests,
and "lthe higha mountains axe for tht wiid
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goats," and Ilthe young lions seek their
meat front Gar." In the New Testament the
saine feeling is prescrnt, though not so pro-
minent (the hearts ai ail bting intent on ont
suprernc aatter). Christ bas not leit us with-
out witnesses ta lus appreciation ai the beauti-
fui, and Rias sense af tht divine care for the
sialiest creature, or tht shghtest biade ai
grass that sprangs by tht waysade. And, like
the prophets, Ht iound nature rich an spirit-
ual symbals and analogies.

Sa thas love oi nature, so intense in the.
praphets ai Gar! and an tht Son Hiself.
wouLd seem ta bc a pec.ulaarly sa-Lred feeling,
and closely bound up wth, if flot a part ai
truc religion. And itais nat ane ai tht least
dastressang signs ai thetitmes, that for a small
pecunaary advantage, we sa rutbiessly des-
troy natural beauty. But what s t we do
nze make merchandise afian aur struggle "'ta
get on an tht world ?"

It R5 hagh wasdom, 1 tbini., for ail ai us
(even tbaugh there bceI"fia money i it ") ta
strave, wtb what powers wt have, ta keep or
gain tht praceless faculty ai admaratioan and
reverence for tht handîwork ai God, as Ht
unfalds it day by day in leafltfiawer and chaud.
WTt are sa apt ta pass by ail these things with
tht careless glance af tboughtless admiratinn.
which sees nothing new because it sets nothing
that cannat lbe taken in fit tht first glance.
I confess 1 do not fél. nor even understand,
that intense delagbt ln nature experienced by
the poets and many persons ai high poetic
feeling. Yet 1 believe that tht practice af
close a nd accurate observation would reveal
ta rnany af us, apathetic thougb we bce, tht
secret af their ever-active admiration and
wonder, and thus increase the jay ai living
beyand what we dreani ai. Few will under-
stand Mr. Ruskin when bc says - I"On fine
days whea the grass was dry I used ta lie
down on it, and draw the blades as they grew
with tht ground herbage ai butter-cup or
hawkweed mixed among thein, until every
square foot aifnieadow or mossy bank lie-
camne an infinite picture and possession ta me,
and the grace and the adjustment ta each
other ai grcawing leaves, a subject ai mort cor-
iaus inîertst ta nit than the composition ai
any painte's master-piece." Here we have
one extreme af rational and artistic admira-
tion. Tht other extreme ai total blankness
is well illustrated in tht case ai a "thoroughly
educateci " young lady, îvho confesser taome
that she did flot knaw on whfit kand ai a tret
acarns grew.

Vet, if we take tme, and gave iurselves ta
it, (having due cansideration for other claams,>
we may ail ai us deepen ahese sacred sensa-
bilities ai aur nature, and hear for ourselves
"the voice ai Gar! upon the waters,"' and tht
"Gad ai glory thundering even upon many

waters ;" for "'Ht stteth as Kang at tht
flood."

Ont shonîr! begin bis observations durang
sonit ai tht calot, balnay days ai early April,
when tht "lriver ofiGod is full of water," and
the grass is yet brown an tht hilîsîde. There
is a strange charmn, aiter tht wnter is past, in
watchRng and lstening for the beginnings ai
lie, in catchang tht firsa glimpse and sound
afit t; even though your rczward li tot sec only
brawn fields, and a leafless landscape, and ta
bearonly tht murmurons oozing ofithe sot sor!,
the rapplang of tht streamlet in tht meadow, or
tht dstant plash and gurgît ai thetitny water-
falis among the rocks, and high above ail the
loud cry ai tht craws and glossy blackbards.
*'Thetitme for tht singinz ai tht brds is
camne," the mystery afi lue is lieginning anew,
and we know abat a fcw weeks wil

"'BrinL, orchis, bring the foxglove spire,
Tht littlc specdwell's darling blue,
Deep tulips dasher! with fiery dew,
Laburnuras, dropping-wells ai' fire."1

But even now tht tender grass, mort
benfilcent and beautifiai than these, as spring-
ang forth, and s soan ta be gle.wus an lawna
and field. Tht grass ai the fild! How
littiet s regatder!by us, yet how %vonderfi
is Gods adaptation ai abat embroiderer!
carpea ai tht earth ta ail aur needs, and how
t " girds the tilis wth joy," from thteti

tbt delacate sprts sprang, multatudanous, en.
amelling tht landscape, ta thetimte they wave
and dance upan thetunmn plains and hilîsides
wiahh«".hakang thrcads of fine aborecence,
each a littît beliry af green bles ail a-chiant."

TU1E INVSfJABILIfJI' 0FP7TUE
- PASTOICA TE.

This is a distrcssing subject ta contemn-
plate, but goor! nay lie dont by loaking stead-
ily nt tht tacts. ln New England tht settler!
pastor bas become an exception. Tht custom
as tu aihrt tht manister for a year, on lais good
coaiduct, as at practacally mens.

A Preibyteraau fracnoa mine receiver! a
cati frram a very respectable churcb in New
Englaaid, and was about ta accept, when he
learner! abat there was tae fia installation
service, and only defiaite haire for a year, when
bu somewhat indgnantly declaned tht Lfll.

But niat anly an New England is the pas-
toral tie dashonored. A letter camne lateiy ta
me, saying ;"IMr. - - came ta sec me ta.
day. Ht as Stater! Supoly, and bas dont an
excellent work. sent ta tht church by tht
Synod. Ht received notice sud denly and un-
expectedly, abat at a meeting where only
those tat were 1'in il,' knew what was gaing
an, tàaas voter!fthat be was nt ;vanted any
m/ore. X'et tht church was ntvtr in ts histôry
se prasperous as it bas been under bis minis-
try." This case faits under tht jurisdiction
ai tht Synad.

I'V t riend writes me again: Su in a
littie church near by they bar! a ministet, a
Stater! Supply, a capital man and an admir-
able preacher, who bar! an enthusiastic
Young Peoplt's Society ai Christian En-
deavar, and who bas ad a revivai latcly, in
which about twtnty souls were gatherer! in,
and tbtj, have IurniKh, u<L Ilo t this a
case for Presbyteraai investigation? "

1 remember well Ilow a certain ca-presby-
ter af inan manager! this thing. It as pet-
baps forty years ago. Tht manister concetn-
er!, who hiniseli relater! tht incadent ta me, is
livang yet, a Doctor of L.vanaty, naw over
eighty years of age, and alter a anost fraiatful
and vagaraus mnauastry, wearîng tht medal ai
H. R. ta bas naine. If he rends the Evangdlist
(as no daubt he suti dots), be wil recalaîthe
scene as I depict it. In bas parish, whRch
was a large rural ont, was an eider ai much
capacaty and ai prtptaaderatang anfluence, wba
maght have filuer!out Dr. Cox's descriptaon af
Robert J. Breckanbradge befare the latter be-
came a preacher, <' A rulRng tîder, yes, sir,
a very ruling eIder 1"I Tht style and bearing
ai tht man was snicb abat he was famalaarly
caller!, I"Tht Governor." Ht was in tht
habat af dismassing the pastor at tht clost ai
the thard or iourtb yearand sometimesoitener.
Weil, at the close ai tht thard ytar (as I tbink)j
tht Governor came ta bis pastor and sair! tu
bain, fia doubt %vitb a becomang preface ; lMr.
S., 1 thank yaui usefulness bas about culmi-
nated here, and tat thetime bas corne for us
ta have a change. *'New tht pastar was an im-
pressive sort ai man, ai large moulr!, and with
a voict ai sanarous power, and lic apened on
tht Governor about thus : IlMr- P., this is net
unexpecter! ta me. I learn tliat it bas been a
habit with yeu at tht end ai a certain fimie ta
give yaur pastor tht notice you have given
me. Now I have only this ta say ta yau, tat
if yen attempata carry tias any furthzr, or
makt me any trouble, 1 will liring yoÙ befort
tht Session for discipline, and failing there,
1 will arraign yen at thtc bar ai tht Presbyter
as a man who is 1,troubler in Israel.»

I give tht spirit ai bis words, tht effect af
which was imimediate and niagicaLla I ender!
with tht Governor becoming a firm friend ai
the pastar, and a reliant supporter during
many succeeding years ai blessed revival and
spiritual work. This wvas cvidently a case for
pastoral managen ent.-NAew. York Evange.
li-rf. ___________
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WTt bear mnany a wift and another say:
"Ves, 1 teel thatilà is the right tbing tc do,

and I long ta have à a regularly estabhisher!
custom an my famaly j but my husband as se
hunrier! h cannat stop for il." New, I do
net beieve fabat there is ane husliand and
faiher in aur city vilo, if be really was ian-
presser! that if was a mattc-r af vital iinport-
ance, couic! net in saine way make tanie for it.
But if be is flot se impresser!, what as the
motber's dnty in the matter?

1 well kgow as' we live out lives to-day
there seenis liatle ime ta spart between tht
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hurried breakfast and the train. I really
know of no way but ta rise a bit carlier and
snaîcb a moment belore the breakfaet haur.
XViII the service not be acceptable even if we
kneel girded, as wcre the Israclites the night
beltiae their flight ?

IVe bave but ta decide whether or flot we
believe famrily prayers tu lie of sufficient im-
portance ta aur children and ourselves ta make
ibis sacrifice af aur comfort 'md inclination.
What shahl we gain from it ? Surely, for Our-
selves an uplift for the day, the starting ai aur
wvork upan a little higlier plane, an added as-
surance af help whe-eve- we shail find need,
and the setting straigbt af what hasaireadygone
awry, for Our children and the stranger wha
may be wvithin aur gates the proof, if proof bc
raecdcd, that aur religion is tirst and foremaist
in aur hearts, a thing ai which we have no
cause to be ashamed, no desireta keep in the
background, that we may rely upon aur God
for help in ail we are ta do and meet through.
out the day. If, then, inta the fittie service
Wè,~put what is best ini aurselves, will not the
chidren, even though they receave no im-
mediate binera, recail the bour and circum-
stances aiter they have gant away tram us-
possibly somt word, or prayer, or verse, and
because af it be kept or helped in ways we
arcam not ai ?

Many have testafied that the influence af
thear fatber's or mather's prayers heard ait
sach a tinte has gune with them ail thear laves;
the meniory af some prtitian bas corne ta
them san burs af temptatian, and has been
iust the restraanang power must needed at the
moment. The thougbr, too, that ever day an
the home tbe famaly prayer is offered for
them, bas Olten been a comsort and encaur-
agemneut tu thcm wble fghtang their batties
wath the worid eisewhere. Of course, there is
the dangcr Gcits ba'..ominj; a mere forint and
sa in tame grawing distastelui and irksome,
but that lies an aur praper power, t seems ta
me, ta prevent.

Ail thlit bas been saad cf family prayers
mnay be as well saad af the Gustom ai sayzng
grace at meals. IIA:nang Telugus no heathen
tamily sars clown ta a meal untal each. anc bas
put bas offerang tto bis idol's dash, which
always bas ts place by thet 6reside. This is
donc at evcry aneal byldandyoung." Sure.
ly t stems as if we maRht say at Ieast a word
of acknowiedgment for God's daily ble$sangs,

\Vath bath these customs it is sa much
tasier f we commence them wîth the starting
ofi the borne. 1 su well remeanber the forst
raa in rny own home. \Ve had heen board.
;ng, and tht change ta a quiet, cozy table
set for two brougbt such a sense ai happiness
that 1 said, voluntaruly, "'What do you fee
lake doiaag P' Wathout a moment's hesîtation
came tbe reply, IlGiving thanks 1", And item
that moment the practace was kept up.-Tit

Tht church and thr- higher education have
long bien in the closest association. The
Chtastian Endeavor Socaety and the higher
education are in cdoser association than the
çburch and the, bigber education. For the
Christian Endeavor Society is a saciety of
Young people and the higher educatian
belongs especially ta Young people.
Tht cburch belongs ta ail. The Christian
Endeavor xnavemcnt arouses many persans
ta seek the haglier education, and the
higher education in turn ministers ta the
efiiency ai the Christian Endeavor
Society. Tht turnang af tht heart ta God
through human mteanS, flot nfrequently
means ý the turning af thé mind ta seek the
highest and best culture.-Charles S. T117ing.

Proiessor Henrv Morley, LL.D., died at
Carasbtooke, Isle ofWight, on Whit.Monday,
i bas sevcnty'.secand year. He began with the

practace of medacane an Shropshare, became
interested in educational questions, turnea
journalist, became English lecturer, first at
King's, and afterwards at University Collige,
edatang meanwbile the many volumes that
bear tht stamp cf bas care.

The Englibh Prisbyterian Synod agreed
tu send representatives taujoin the comnittee
cf the Established, Fret and United Presby.
terian Churches ai Scotiand, appointed ta
ass:st in the preparataon cf, a canarnon hymu
book for use in the various Preshyterian
Chtirchms


