386
Pastor and People.

GRANT US TH) PEACK.

tsrant us Thy peace throughout the day,

Thouch well or weary, satd or pay;

Speak to the soul, bid tuemonl cease
Grant us Thy peacs!

Litant ws Uhy peace thraughon® the mght,
W hen lonely thoughts the soul afftight ;
Touch us anew, tid d wilring cease

€ ant us Thy peace !

Girant us | hy peace 1n joy supremne,
Turn Thy tare hight on hfe's desr dream ,
1auiet the soul, bud fever ceace

Grant us Thy peace*

Girant us Thy peace 1o heavy Juss,

Help usto bravely hallthe crom ;

Sreengthen the soul, Ind anking cease
Grant us Thy peace !

Grant us Thy peace in datk suspence,

When eyes ate bl:nd and clouds are Jense ;

Hold fast the soul, bid sterving cease
Girant ue Thy peace

Grant us Thy peace when awifily dan

Temptation's acrow 10 the heart ;

Clesnse out the caul, tid weakness cesse -
Geant us Thy peace !

tssant us Ty peace in death’s stern hour,

When eatthly moorings lose their power ;

Call to the soul, bid tetror cease—
(3rant us Thy peace’

PARENTAL INFILUENCE.

The deep and tender interest which parents feel in their
children makes home-training the most powetful of all the
agencies for securing the well being of individuals and the
advance of our race. This is the sphere in which, even above
all others, we must desire to see wisdom in growing insight
as to diversities of disposition, and a true, living sympathy
with every phase of young life. \We are not forgetting what is
required for success in business, for the good of society, and
for the progress of the Church. A healthy family life brings
its free contributions to all of these. The French philosopher
gave evidence of true peneiration who regarded the family as
the unit in social organization. Yet France cannot boast of
the family life which has brought blessings of the richest kind
to our country. It may be that the remark savours of par-
tiality, and ready belief, springing from national sentiment.
But we have our basis, in fact, to which we can point, and
there are living memories deep in the hearts of many which
powerfully support the claim. long may this silent, yet effec-
tive testimuny to the power of early traning live in the hearts
of our people ! Burns' * Cottar’s Saturday Night " has his-
toric as well as poetic value. Sabbath evening exercises for
the children tell further the story of Scotland’s training when
Bible and catechism were repeated, sometimes with little
sense of meaning among the little ones, but gradually with
more of the sense, uitimately with treasure in mind and char-

acter. Show us the teaching, or the preaching, or the Chris.
tian associations which can take the place of this. Dlessed
are the people who have these four all in line. Give us

onwards, in our people’s history, these Sabbath evening fam.-
ily gatherings, with God's work in the midst, memory work
hightened by singing of favourite hymns, and the sunshine of
love everywhere. May such Sabbath influence be as a foun-
1am of happiness, sending a pleasant stream of joy through
all the week. Insluence in such forms 1s deep and lasting.
‘The logic of consistency convinces without talking. A true.
hearted life is light and joy and hope all in one, spreading the
influence of all these into the hearts around. These are the
thoughts we put foremost in attempting to say a few helpful
words a¢ to parental influence,

ft is a strong love which moves in the heart towards the
children, who are part of our own life. Sustained by such
love, there is a mighty power in the lives of father and
mnother, whose looks and words and acts reckon for the guid-
ance of the young livesaround Within the door which closes
in the home within whose shelter the family gathering 1s
daily complete, thete is a dignity of influence, a power to
dispense blessings, a pledye of juture greatness n the wise
and sympathetic life of the parents, which no other form of
goverament can equal. On this account mighty importance
must be attached to the conception which parents form of the
ideal of home life. To have such an ideal, and to aim at it,
is the first thing ; 10 have it as a living reality, embodied 1n
one’s daily thought, and brought up betimes as a silent test
of how things are going, is a second thing, and more precinus.
Even tbe flitting of some ideal before the mind has real value,
though 1t be as the vanishing circular light, which returas to
the line of vision only after a period ol darkness ; better still
if it is as the fixed light which shines witiiout flickering with
its long pencil of brightaess across the sea of life.

Hut men and women are apt to be ton hurnied, too but-
dened, too bustled, too full of care to think of ideals. The
word sounds as something tao *superfine” for the work.a.
day life of an ordinary household. This is one of the papular
delusions with which our ears are growing familiar in to's
busy, bustling age. There is a snare hid under this soft
excuse. Everyfamily circle has its ideal fixed by those who
rule it—in some cases a lofty one -towards which honest
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efforts are wmade ; in other cases, a common-place *ordin-
ary ' one, when things get on * as well as can be expected,”
and movement is Hke that on the dead flat of a canal. A true,
honest Christian ambition is needed to put outside the door
anything which may be convicted of the evil spirit of content-
ment with little things. Yet nothing is easier than that cus.
tom should rule the family life by ruling its rulers. So it
happens that common-place becomes fixed. And parents see
1t at times, and feel a sense of cisappointment, too, vet do not
efiect the needed revolution in their ruling, though the reins
are .n their own hands. It is not that men and women are
unwilhing to be convinced ; it is rather that it seems to them
as if there were no room for change.

Three types of family life tmay stand out clearly before our
view, for aid in reaching a reasonable conclusion as to what
ought to be aimed at in family history. Even with such con-
trasts there lies deep in the hearts of all parents a true desire
for their children’s good. First, there is the home life, toler-
ably quiet, evenly and smooth-going, in which there is a pleas-
ant sense of daily interest in each other, but where parenta) life
and child life are in great measure apart from each other. There
1s a daily meeting time, longer or shorter, the mother is oftener
with the little ones, and that of necessity, finding some con-
siderable part of her work among them, so that her life is, as
it were, a bridge between 1wo experiences, pretty widely
sundred. There 1s a meeting in the morning and in the
evening, and as a rule there are common meals. Happy is
the family whose common meals mark the ordinary course of
life. Butin this household we are depicting the parents have
no deep, constantly living interes. in their children ; the
children never feel as if there were 4ny such sharing of their
Joys and sorrows ; and they get to feel as if it were not pos-
sible that such sharing could go on, any more than the chil
dren wounld think of sharing an apple with their parents. They
know a good deal of their mother’s love, and some consider-
able shaie of their father's ; but their parent’s life is not 1n
theirs, not with theirs, but only alongside of theirs, so as to
touch theirs occasionally. Second, There is the home life, in
which old and young are much farther apart. The parents
are mostly out of the way, and when the parents are present
they are rather in the way, because putting restraint on the
merrtment of the youngsters. The children are a trouble to
the parents, and, as naturally follows, the parents are a trou-
ble to the children. There is a tacit regard on both sides to
the posaible rise of trouble, so that both are disposed to keep
at a respectful distance. The attitude is friendlv enough for
the most part, but it is a kind of * armed neutrality,” and this
phase becomes increasingly marked as the young peaple
advance in life. {n early life the children are sent out, if the
family be in humble circumstances : in better rank, thev are
sent to the nuisery.  For later life, results depend largely on
what the lessons of the streets are with which they grow fam-
iliar, or what is the type of nursery rule. Third, There isthe
howe life wn which parents and children are much nearer each
Yther, the older and vounger really entwining together, as in
the growth of a common stock, each branch in the tree receiv-
ing its share, and yielding its share. The penealogical tree,
which families often delight to trace as a representation of
their ancestry, is a natural and fit emblem of family life. The
tree wel! indicates what the family life chould be. As stem
and branches are truly one, so ought parent life and child life
to be one. In such a case there is a living mutual interest,
sympathy and regard ; all these being unceasingly active. The
youny contsibute to the life happiness of both parents, and the
superior wisdom and larger expenience of the parents open
the way for the children, providing daily help.

These are three types of family life which stand out to
view with sufficient vividness. Each includes many varieties,
but the distincuveness of the three is unquestionable, and it
is full of suggestiveness for all fathers and mothers who aim
at doing their part, making the home a delight, and future
life a witness to the value of home training. How are the two
fiest types to be shunned’ How is the third to be secured and
fixed in the history of a family ?

‘This question will be most readily answered by consider.
ing how the best development of young life is to be provided
for. The best thought and purpose of the parents mus* be.
come part of the life of the children. The family likeaess
apparent 1n the countenance must come out in the character.
And this can be secured only in a natural way ; never in a
forced way. It is easy to command or issue orders, but mere
authority cannot gain the desired result. This can come oaly
as a natural growth in the youog iife, aided by the genial
compantonship of the parents.  Parental life and child life
grow together, and they grow of the same type. There is no
other law of growth and no other product than is implied
in saying, * l.ke produces like." There is nothing worse than
taking children by the shoulders and bundling them out of the
way ; there is nothing better than taking children to your
heart, and helping them on the way.  But there is a plan in
helping which must be uaderstood and stuck to, if we are
truly to aid as we wish to do. Let us give children outlet
for their energies ; let us have regard to diflerences of physi-
cal constitution and sensibility and mental bias ; and, more
than anything else, let us enter into the moral difficulties and
conflicts of our children as ifthese were our own. Qur eyes
must see for them more than they see; our understanding
must measure the range of difficulty they do not comprehend;
our purpose must outstretch theirs, so as to work out a big-
ger result in the future than children consider, as they are
engrossed with the present. These are the things that go to
make up training -without these aids children are not getting
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“home tramning.” If 1 could speak directly into the cats ul
the father and mother of a family, these last sentences, if
taken in their full range of wmeaning, express what 1 would
desire to say. They indicate our real task as parents, pro-
vided it be recognized that the end of all the forethought is
not money, nor position, nor fame, but character-—a high life
worthy of our nature, and of our calling as Christians. This
is the grand end, aad it is the common end for all parents,
as it is for all children. All classes are on the same level in
respect of the grandest things in lite. 1f this only be clearly
seen, and if the one grand end be honestly sought, we may
walk trustfully as to * the good things of this life,” when we
so describe food and clothing, home comforts and social
influence. 1t these things are settled and clear to the mind
and heart of parents, the main requisite is secuted for a wise
home traiming.

Having so far passed by mere authority, as in a sense sec-
ondary to the ideal to be shzped aright, and represented year
by year, ] return upon it ncw to recall its real importance in
its secondary place, whill is still a necessary place in home
tramning.  An ideal must be a practical working power, else
it is an imagination, and nothing mote ; in which case it
will soon be regarded as a delusion or a dream. The ideal
must work out in practise, else all our thought—and, we must
add, all our prayer - will be ia vain. God’s blessing is promised
to honest »ork, which must be persistent work, even when
divine agency is promised, as it is in this case.

Government ts everywhere the condition of order 2nd pro-
gress. This law is for all life, individual and social. From
the family to the State it holds, determining all results. Mere
authority or force only puts down rebellion, clearing the
ground for government. But wise government ts esseutial for
a true unfolding of life, and a steady advance i1n work. Love
must fulfil the law ; but law stands tirst, and lfove works the
law into the life, so that bare authority of law, or forceful
command, becomes a thing only dimly recognized in the rear.
It may be needful for infanc:: 1t should hardly be so for
early womanhood and manhood. Yet love is never for us in
itself a safe and sure guide. The luve of father or mother
is never like to the love of our Father in heaven, just be.
cause parents always need self-discipline as truly as their
children do. But even of the perfect love of God we must
remark that it ever works through law, and expresses itself in
accordance with law. So it must ever be in the well-ordered
family. Our affection is apt to identify itself with the pleas-
ng ; and whenever this is 50, there is risk, and urgent need
for sharp thought. The danger is plain enough. * The
pleasing” is apt to be * the pleasant,” as this seems to the
children in their present mood ; and if this be so, the chil-
dren are ruling, not the parents ; in which case the end is apt
to be disappointing to the luving heasts of the parsnts, who are ’
for the time pleased because .hings are going * so nicely.”
Law must rule the parents as well as the children. And if it
do, there will be a big place for self-denial. To say No!
tirmly, in fac» of strong desires and supplications, will mean
a good share of self-denial all round, for parents as well as for
children. But let us be brave, and make our children brave
also. We sorely need this virtue in the present day. There
1s no great achievement in moral courage without practise of
self-denial from youth onwards. We grow strong by exercise
of sel-denial. The lesson stands before us everywhere, Let
us have our eyes open to it, and our lives governed by it.
Parents must in this as in other things, bear a share in their
children’s trials, and firmness will be one part of a parent's
burden-bearing, and a necessary part oo, if great results are
to follow.

Now, we return to the other side of the truth—mere auth-
ority accomplishes little. 1ove must be in the authority, and
must be always largely in it. All the family must know and
feel that the law obeyed is law for parents and for children
equally. These two texts must hang over against each other,
as of equal application to old and young : * Bear ye one an-
other’s burdens ;¥ * Every man shall bear his own burdea.”
It is impossible to escape the burden of life—impossible to
shun the sorrows—impossilie to he excused from the struggle
of life. This clear, the main question is how to help in meet-
wng all the difficulties involved in doing duty.

The truest help is encouragement in meeting all that
comes in the path. Training, to be of use in the world, must
be training in self-government, and this must begin very
early, as early as training can begin. The child should see
fron the first, and should see with increasing clearness as life
goes on, that there is a law of conduct to which parents and
children are equally subject. Whenever a young child
understands this in some measure, and beins to shape action
in acknowledgment ot it, training is begun, Learning to walk
alone is one of the exercises of infancy which amuses us all.
That of which we are heré speaking is a higher exercise of
the same kind -it is a balancing of ourself, and learning to
mave with decision and security. Management of desires and
dispositions comes after management of the limbs; it com-
tinues an exercise all lite through, when we need littie effont
in directing bodily movemeut. It is of mighty consequence
that self-government should begin early—at the very earliest
stage when the young life comes to experience parental con- }
trol. The best family government is that which is able in-
creasingly to modify human command, because of its being
merged in the divine—abating parental authority because
the Divine will is being recognized—because * the voice of
God " is being heard as the child Samuel heard it.

But parents must understand and measure difficulties, and
must sympathize with their children, backing them, cheeting



