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A STRJKINVG COAITRA ST.

It occurs Inic e f o! Christ, aaîd as piaccd ami
record by flie tlarec evanghista, thie coaîtrast la cai
narrative beîîîg sharply miarked, se tîtat valuable in-
sight is afforttcd in refercaîce to tae experacace of otir
Saviaur in lu s earttiiy aîinîs ry of nîercy tn the body,
and ctern.it salvataun te flic sout of sitîfut and suffer-
iaig aman.. Bfy tîta people o! one secttean of flie land
Mas coaiîîg %vas miet vitm disiiay, wvtiaI by anettier
sectbion lias presence was the token of wonderfui bics-
singe and He vas lîaitcd %vitIa unbuncd j ay. Imime-
diateby upon Ilus entranca into Gndara Ha perferniad
a miracle wliich iniglit have stirred tîte w~hota popula-
tien witia profound gratitude, especialty suc h as in
thenîisebves or tlacir fniends hîad need o! haaling. For
l;ad thare been an), protier apîîrcciatien o! ttîc divine
character o! lin î%lîo ttus appeared uncxpcctedty
anong thîcî, thay wrould have iXciaglit out ttîeir 3ic
and suifcring in scores as glad subjccts of the tîcatîîîg
power. It was not so, tîowevcr. Flic loss e! ttîear
swina, wtîich veas ctosely associateti with the cure cf
tlic poor pesbesscd mîamiac, litled avery lîcart wath
ahana. And sa, dit hîrescnIc, %%i ii hll oaîty a few
bouts before stiltcd the storany sca, andi now gava
quiet te thie stiht milder distrations cfa.1 tîunan soul,
becarne the cause cf utter consternation. It appears
remarkabhe ttint it teast the Jewislî elemnaat ta the
poputation cf Gadara did rint tonce perceive la the
destruction e! flic unafean and forbiddca swîne a
monition o! sorte aoe fearful judgaîcnt which miglit
fatt suddenty andi tcrribty on such unbawful trafl'ic,
involving the gooti as ivelt as thie bad inl fearful boss
and su&lring ; for tîmese 2,000 suinie, if net owncd by
Jews, were toterateti ii the iist cf Jawish people.
Thic reader uf the Gospel n,înramaîc, even at thi3
distant day, catneot rcpress a rising regret at the noe
than foolisli conduct cf those excitecl people, andi the
per.fect unaniinity of titeir fuît> -o! thaîr sclf'destroy-
ang action-whca Ilthe ivhîole multitude of the coun-
try of tîme Gadarenes rouindabout bcsought Hlmi ta
dcpart out o! thîcir coasts, for they %vero taken wvith
great feair." In coanphying vvith their bliad request,
Christ vvas consistent %% it M is o%% t counsel afterward
given to His disciples, and sa ferceti neither His
preseace neir His merdies upon the unwilling. Andi
yet, tbough rendy ta comply .%-bon "lprayeti te depart
out o! their coasts," Ha diti net teave thena ta the
fate a! thîcir own worbdty bhindaiess, involvîng spi.i-
tual.dcath aIso, andi se lie heft at Ieast oe witness
whmo mi&ht ha aanong thcm a constant monument o!
Mis divine power andi saia me iercy sa frecly offereti
to thern ; te the cured nîaniac wtio, pronaptati, par-
baps, bath hy- bis fear o! the damnons' retura andi by
bas lova te bus Detivarer, etrequestati that ha aîigbt ba
wîith H liii,** Jasus retlacd . " Go home ta tby frientis,
andi tait ttmcm liow great tbings thie Lord bath donc
for thecanti bath bad compission on thîce."1

Naw mîari, the contr-ast . "Anti whcn Jesus '.as
passeti over again by slîip unto the cîher side "
onty across flic narrow sena o! Galatee-- the people
gladly rccavcd Hanai fur ttîey we att ivaaing for
Mina." Yes, tbay knew soaîcthing of ttîe valua of the
divine elpewcr te bonil" arnong ttien, anti seI "tbey
brought ta Hirn a mian --ick o! the pahsy, lyang on a
beti," andi Ha lîcalai bina. Se great ivas their faitli
la Jesus that aven Jairus, a rulcr of the synag-,ogue,
faIt down at Mis feet, bcsaacliing Hlmnr that Me woubti
cama ietù bi.s houbea.nd hc.i lis unly daughtar, mîho
was a-dying. And as Ha mm'cnt mitb the rular, '*a
wcman having an issue i~f bleood twelvc years, mvhicli
hati spant ahI liar living uipon plîysicians, naithar coutti
ha haalad o! any, caime bebinti and toucheti thte bor-
der o! His garment and imînadiatety bier issue e!
bhood vvas staunchati." Anti se those wie liati neeti of
,healaag, o! aIt classes and cf every age and sex, canie
ln this glati day o! salvation, and 50 great was the de-
amanti upon Christ by a people mwbo realizeti their neeti
andi sawv their' epportunity, thiat thon appearad dia
emergency for entioving the twelve disciples vvith ex-
traorinary power and autberity over "aIl devils and
ta curé disases, . . .andi ta preach the kingdorn
of, Gad anti te o the 5 sick." Nor is this wondetfuh
ceatrast la the lifa eff Christ viihout a practical ap-
plication te our tinia o! Gospel priviloges. It is not an
evitience o! the vvaakness af flic messenger, or o! the
morthlilssncss cf bis message, wvben ha is net re-
ced mYieacr. be goas mmth marks o! apprau.iatian

andi wahcoe. M\ucl depentis on the character e!
those ta whona he cornes.

Again, it is sometinias chargeti upon thie exîon
ents cf the Chiristian religion tb4 t they betray a mck
iiess o! faitb la tha realities o! their tcacbing la nat
urging salvation murae upon sentiers. The
charge naay ha la a measure truc, and yet if the ex.
ample o! Christ ha any guide ta, us we mubt leara
frcrn it ta, mix out çevangcl-.bt.c persisteacy wvith
great iviidon and prudant-a. Over-zeal In soe
cases may ba quita as fatal ta tlic rescuiag o! tha
perishing as utter indiffereace. To say that the duty
o! religion is rot satasfiati t'il ne take tlîe unhehiever
by the c llar, anti taIl îirn that ha shaîl eternally pea'-
ish unlcss ha rapents, many do very well as an aratora-

cil burst of holy zeal, but ta attemptif it la rctice
mighit prove too clearly a mi3take. On the whole,
men have Ilminds of t1icir awn," and think tirt thcy
etcan take care of tbeaîselvcs." And for sucli bas
Christ flot made abuadant provision ? To the groat
mass of Christins to*day H i conniaad ii - I Re.
turn ta thine own bouse, and show lîow great things
God biath donc unto tbee," rathier titan IlGo thou, aîîd
precch the kiagdom of God." Fcw, iadeed, aré the
Christians whoc do flot corne into daily contact with
relatives, neighbours nnd friands whlo give noe vi-
dence of saviag faitli, and wvho, if the Saviour l-liaîî
self appeared among then, woukt pray Ibini to depart
out o C thcir coasts. If those who have tastcd that
the Lord is gracinus would, by word and dcced, in pri-
vite as la public, lot thecir liglit shine, unbclievers
would be forrcd nt least ta Il marvel I at the power CI(
flic Christian faitli, and, so oner or latar, they miiglit
evea believa on tlic saine divine Lord.-Re,. R. Il.
Craig, in àk . Oberle

AL'IS IVELL.

The day is ended. Erc I sink Ir, sleep,
"Y wcary spirit scks repose In Thinc

F.ther t forgive my trespasses, and keep
This lttle fle of mine.

Waîla loving.kindncas curtain Thoui my lied,
And cool ia rest i> burning pilgrimn (cet

Thv pardon bc the pillow for my hcatl-
So shali my slcep be sweet.

At pace with ail t ha world, denr Lord, and Thec,
ef lers my soul's unwavering faitli can shake;

Ali's welI, whichevcr side the grave for me
The morning light Înay break I

UNCOIVSCIO Uç JIFL UENCE.

There i. much of unconscîous influence flowing out
i izhooli, in .wvcry and in ail the callhngr and rela-
lions: of life. A teacher got a dirty scholar te wash
bis face. WVhen lie %vent home, the motlier scarcaly
recognized the boy. Hovcver, it pleased bier, and
sha washed ber face. Her busband retuirncd (rom
bis daily work, wvas struck with the chaniged "Pont-ance of bis wife and wasbad bis face.' It spread
through tbe family, anîang the nciglibours andF ail
along the dirty allcy. The change wvas vary marvel-
lbus.

la 1856 1 eatarcd Jefferson College. My roona-
mata was a strangar ta me. Ha %vas a Chistian,

adIvano.The flrst niglit vvc wera togetiîvr,
hie ratirad hefara me. But before geing te bed lia
knelt at the bedsida in prayer. Like John fnllôwing
Peter it the sepulchre, 1 fullowed biina secret
devotion. For thirty years the tinconscious influenca
ef tliat axarnpe bas baca afflecting my claily life.

Thils uncenscieus influence may ba vcry sîletît. Se
is a burniag lampe but it gives liglit te ail fliat are in
the house. It may seen te hoa .ivary littia tng. bo
is the pabble that falis itt the occan, but it starts a
circle of waves fliat widen more and more till they
reach the (ai îbermost shore.

Nor does dcatb end et. It was satd of Abal's fatth,
"And by it bie, being daad, yct speaketh Il Heb. xi. 4).

John Bunyan, Luther, Calvin, tha %lVesleys, Harlan
Page and Harriet Newell still liye ta tlic influences
of their lives. And se wtith Voltaire, HuÎme and
Paine. lngersell's blasphemous utterances wîill sui
live, aad poison the souls of young mca after hie is
dead.

To Dive is a tramandous rcspor.sability 1Inl this
sensitive %norld u influen-le gues u, tuuLliing ail
around us, and it goas on and on, touching those now
unhorn, affer %venre sulent in our graves. Wbat shahl
it be ? Like the Dead Sea that witbers and blasts
evarything on its shore? Or liketheariver Nile, that
g.ves life, verdure, fruitfulness and beauty wherêver et
flows?

Do not say you ara ignorant, unkaown and have
ne influence. It is net truc. Every ona lias sorte
influence.'* Even a child vvas the mens of reformning
a diunkan father. "And a little child shalh bead
thena."

No influence 1 The old Romans were accustomedl
ta, place tha busts of their distinguished ancesters in
the vestibules of their bouses. Thay did this that
theymightbearemindcd oftbeîr ,llustrîous deeds. If
the cald ,lifless, specchhess marble bad ani influence
ia avvakening noble aspirations, is et possible for
rational and immoatal mca ta lave anad net bc fait 1
WCe -annot halp influen-ing some soul for wveal or for
woe. IlFor none cf us liveth te lîîmsahf, and no man
dieth ta himsehf2'

The highest and hast canszious, or uncoascleus, ir -
auctice cati onhy bce xercised by a consecratud Ch ris-
tian. Cultivate Christian cbaracter. Live near ta
tha cross and close te God. Sa living, your influence
wvill ha faIt for good. Like tia lighthouse, et wfll
shina out in the darkness. Like the fragrance o! the
flower, it will swectea aIl tîtat it touchas. L;ke the
ferti Ieaf that fait on the sand agas aga, and laft its
heautiful imapression on the rock for ages ta coma ;
se the influence cf Christian character will endure.
It will rise lîagher than the stars. It watt rasa ta hea-
van, and gave joy ta the angels, te our friands ia
glory, and to out blessed Redecmer on His media-

torial thîrone. And tlirough the grace of Christ àt wihl
secure for us "'a crowa cf glory that fadcth nat nway.1-
-litiliiiiarc Pres6yterian.

T/M INING AND) J>REPA RA WVON FOR
SUNDA Y SCUOOL TE-A CHING.

The Sundny school teachers of flic IPrcsbyterian
Ctîurclîes o! N ortlierra London lîctd a conférence on
Suaday school wvork, rccently. The necd for special
training for tlic work is ahmost uaiversally ackaow-
Iadgccl, but tinit peculiar pewcer whicli can lcad a band
cf veluntary ivorkers inta flic spirit of self-sacrifice ta
tlîoroughly attain it is a gift net common. It was ta
tlis end tlint tlîe confeaaa %as hîeld, and it was Dr.
Oswald Dyk'cs,the Conveter cf theSynod'sCormilittce
on Instruction cf Youttî,, nie teck the chair andc gave
tue opening address. 1'io subjects ware submitted:

T'hei Training o! Teachers for tlîcir WVork 8" and
"'Fieir WVeekly I'rcparation for tîteir Classes.' DBr.

Dykes subinitted thant there wvas a very close connec-
tions between training and preparation. It dcpended
arnost antirely ca wvliat the prcliminary training of a
teacher for bas wvork mtglît or migbt not bc, howv finr
hae required special preparation front weck ta weck,
and what the nature cf fliat praparation ouglit ta be,
or %vhîat help wvouil ha suitahie for bin. Giveai a
wel.ftrnished teachar, with adequate apparatus of
knowledge and tact and skill, then weaklypreparation
would ha ona thing ; but with an ill-prepared,
ill-informied teacliar, liow %difféenat would bc the pra-
partition ha wvould require 1 0f course there ware
*"helps" many, and thcy %%-ère sometimes used as
crutches by tua lame and impotent. Tliese wouhd be
alinost uaneccssary te the well.trainad teacher. Yat
lia would not blame tho'a wvho %vero nat quite sa well
informed as ..- s neccssary-if thy %vote doing their
best. If blame thara was, it wvas to ha laid te the Sun-
day scîmool s)stcm or ta the Churches themsalvas,
who bave net piovided training. But what werc the
csscntials nacessary? First, a thorecr'4l knovlcdge
of tic Bible. Second, a knovlcdge oî îuxiîiary in-
formation to throv liit upon Scripturc, such as the
outlincs oflgencral bistory as ttîay bear upon the bis-
tory o! God's ancient people, sacrcd geography, and
the mnarmets and customas of the east. Tme thard 'vas
a knovladg c f the doctrine or tcachiag o! Scriptura
as raduccd ta system. A well'digcstad manua* of
doctrine such as the Shorter Catecbism, weh and
thoroughhy studied, vas essantial. To be an intelli-
gent Christian wvas one thing, te ha an intelligent
teacliar wvas anothar. The Syaod )îad asked Dr.
Marrison, the haad o! tia Frac Church Normal
Scbool in Glargow, ta prepara a manual upon the art
cf taaching. It vvas novv in tlie press, and ha bopcd
that it wouhd ba eminenthy serviceable. Mr. Wales,
of the Hiiglibury congregation, gava a most interest-
iaîg acceunt of tha waakhy praparation class for
teachers at Highbury, wvhich had been carried on
wvith great succass during tlie hast ten yaars. The
discussion was contiaîued by Mr. Webb, of Maryle-
bance, Dr. Pringla, of Greenwich ; Mr. J. Y. Hender-
son, o! Kingston -on-Th ames ; Mr. Garden, of
Richmond: Dm'. Gauhd, of Highbury, andi many others.
It vvas brought ta, a close by Dr. Edmond.-Zephon,
i Christian Leade>.

TuE ilMYSTER Y 0F GOD'S LEA DING.

Why is it that 1 arn net suffTed to coma ta Thee by
the near way ? Wlicrefore am 1 forced ta seek the
pruijitscd land througb ihie lungast road-the rond of
tlie wildcrnessP there arý times when 1 ahmost seamad
te bava reacbad Thea ai a bound. Thera are flashas
o! thoughît in which I àppear te hava escaped the
wilderncsband ta hava antcred ahready inte Thy test.
1 arn caught up ta mrict Thea ln the air, and the world
fades away in the far distance, and I arn alona with
Thysci. But the rapiure and the solituue are ,short-
lived. The world raturas again vvith double power,
and a cloud fahîs over the transfiguration glary; and
at the vary moment %vhan I ama saying, Il bithinks it
is good te ba hera," a veice vvhispers la my aar, "lGo
back, and take the journey through the wibderness."l

My seul, dieu must not murmur at that message ;
a s amessage oflv oteadamassage of love,

tthe t..ldcrnuss. Thou hanst naed of the wilderpass,
and the wildarness bas need cf thac. Thare are
thoras in tha dcscrt which must ba gatherad èra she
can rejoice and blossom as the rose, and the gather-
ang o! ber thoras shali be the gatharang cf flowers te
thea. Thou can'st net do witheut thc thorn. To be
caught up te tricot thy Lord in thie air wouhd be tao
much exaltation,; it, wouhd lift the aboya dia sym-.
pathies cf thc toiling crawd. Boetter ta ricot thy Lord
ia thea wildcrness than in the air. Thou wilt find Hlm
travelling by the long rond- the road cf Gathsemane
aad Cahvary. Join.tbysalf on thajournay tathe Son
o!.man. Halp Mina ta carry IMis burdan a! human
cairas ovar the wastcs of tirnc.. Enter inta feltowship
watb that cross of His which wvas the pair, of saeing
pain, and vcrihy lava shahl make the long road short;
tby feet shahl be as the feet of the roa ; the crooked
shall be mada straight, and the rough places sbRîl be
made plain; for the glory o! the Lord shall be re-
veahcd, and the glery cf the Lard is have.

UANUAlly sth, 188,-.


