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waming against inadequate, misleading and materia-
listic illustrations of Christ's Atonement, the lecturer
reaches the following conclusions ¢

§. A sound theory of the siature of the Atonement tnust be
true to all the facts of conscience. 2, It must be true to all
the facts of Scripture, 3. 1t *~ st not be trithelistic, 4. It
must be justified by its frulc n universal Cheistian expe-
tience,  S. It must exhibit the Atonement in hatmony with
other accepted facts of revelation and of science, . .
profess to be dazzled by Christianity as an cthical systems as
the way, the truth, the life 1u this supreme matter of de-
li¢erance from the love of sin anid the guilt of it.  And 1
find cvery system of thought that contalns fess than Chris-
tianity ulterly inadequate to mect the cry of man for this
double deliverance. 1t isonly full-othed Chiistianity with
an Atoncment in ft, such as eur Lord Himsclf taught 'us has
been madce, that matches the lock of human need, “Tlis
key turns in that Jock. It appears centain that He who
made the lock made the key.

THE AIM OF SOCIALISH,

THOUGHTFUL ten in almost cvery country atre turn-
ing their attention to the growing unport of Sociahism,
which with greater or less strength 18 being organized.
Practical statesmen are compelled to recogmze it, and
to apply the rough and ready but temporary expedient
of repression. The recent London riots, which
other circumstances would bave attracted but com.
paratively little attention, became significant from the
fact that Socialist leaders controlled the movement,
In England Socralism has by no wmecans assumed
dangerous proportions; but it has 13 clubs, its orators
and its propaganda, and with want of employment
and discontent it 1s surc to grow. Cominunists
France arc persistent and active. Last wecek, while
s.ouise Michel, recently released from prison, was lec-
turing at Nantes to an audience of scveral thousaads,
the Anarchists disturbed the meeting and denounced
the lady lecturer as being otly a lukewarm Socialist,
French, and particularly Parisian, social order has
more to fear from the violence of the Communists
than from the intngues of dynastic princes. The Ger-
man Government bielieves it necessary to maintain a
minor state of siege in Berlin to prevent the spread of
socialism. Only a week ago Austria adopted strin-
gent measures as safeguards against anarchic aggres-
sion, while Russia, after years of vigilance and stern
repression, has good reason to dread the sleeples

activity of Nihilism, .

On this continent, with its vast undeveloped re-
sources and great possibilities, it might be thought
thas Socialistic theories would find uncongenial soil.
It is astonishing, however, to find that in most large
industrial centres these theones have their adherents,
the larger propostion of whom are of foreign burth,
The rapid accumulation of wealth by great corpora-
tions and the influence they exercise on legislation are
rousing the antagomism of the operatives, hence
Socialistic tendencies are becommg apparent.

‘These various forins of social unrest and upheaval
reveal an increasing dissatisfaction with the existing
order of things. They are premonitory of coming
change. It is true they are characterized by extreme
vivlence and unnatural hatred. But there are causes
in our social and industrial systems for discontent and
desire for amelioration. The wild and fierce ravings
and threats of the infuriated beer-garden orators do
not cause alarm. Many of this stamp would be found,
however favourable human socicty might be, because
they prefer indolence to work, and animal indulgence
to virtuous cnterprise. A disordered moral nature
would under any circumstances be unhappy. The
only remedy they offer for the evils resulting from
inequality is dynamite. They would overwhelm all
in one wide waste of desolation: ‘How out of the
ashes a new order of things could be constructed they
do not say.

The social revolution, however, has abler and m "re
reasonable exponents than those who shrickouth - .\vu
and defiance against all existing institutions. It must
be conceded that there are disinterested advocates of
Socialism who speak from thorough belief n the
theories they propound. They are eloquent on the dan-
ger of great monopolies, they dread the consequences
of an irresponsible plutocracy, and the increa8ing
poverty of the workman’s lot. The strife between
capital and labour they sec growing in bitterness and
intensity, and some of them propose nationalization of
land, and others go much further and claim that the
State should assume control of land, all means of com-
munication and trunsportation, of all industrics—in a
word, become fiterally a paternal government.

‘he keen discussion of social problems from the
Y

-

mast opposite standpoints is a palpable illustration of
the trite saying that it is easier to criticise than to
remedy defects, casier to pull down than to build up.
Whatever may be the specific changes required for
the smooth wotking of the industrial, economic and
social machinery of modern civilization, it is plainthaq
our socialistic philosophers arc as yet only groping n
the dark. Scifishness and indifference to the well
being of the torling masses have been rapidly produc.
ing their incvitable results ; but the cure for the evils
against which deep-seated complaints are levelled
doces not lie in the direction of handing everything
over to State contrul.  ‘The very evils against which
men struggle would become intensified.  The:golden
age would be no ncarer than it isnow.  Allindividual
cnterprise, all that makes enterprise possible, would
be removad. Were the bascless vision of a contented
cquality possible, which it is not, the dreary monotony
of a vegetative existence would beenme intolerable.

Mcanwhile, let social philosophers ponder the ques.
tions now pressing for solution, let them continue to
propound their theories ; hat, above ali, let Christian
philanthropists endeavour to bring the benign influ.
cnce of the Gospel and its blessed truths to bear prac.
tically on all clastes in the community. There isa
Christian Socialism, whose fundamental principle is:
Do unto others as ye would that they should do unto
you. And thereis an atheistic Sucialism that sceks
to overthrow the family and abolish religion. That
the projects of the fatter arc futile, few can doubt,
The hope of humanity rests on the former.  The per-
mancacy of the family is assured because it is a divine
institution and Christ’s kingdom of righteousness is an
everlasting kingdom.
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THE WEER OF PRAYVER IN AMOY, CHINA—UY A
f LADY MISSIONARY. .

At the closc of the year, when arrangements were

being made for the servives to be held during the
week of prayer, it was unanimou,ly decided that there
should be scrvices in Clunese every day during the
week,  The first meeting of the series that was held
was a splendid gathenng.  The church, that would
hold several hundreds of people, was well filled; every
seat scemed to be occupned,
dense aass round the door, and overnowed up the
two aisles, so that [ had, on entering, to push my way
slowly and strugglingly some _istance before | got into
clear space.
o It was an impressive sight to sce that large
building filled with men and women who had left
their accupations and engagewcnts at this busy time
of the Chinese year, spedially to pray for the out-
pouring of the Spint of God un His Church ard on
the world. ‘There was nothing very striking about
the attitude of the meeting, and nothing to indicate
that before the week was over the Churches would be
moved as they never had been in all the experience of
the past.

There was one new feature in the conduct of the
mectings which, I belicve, had largcely to do with the
very active share that the Christians ere long took in
them. Thechain aa threw the meeting open, and in-
vited all presentt. .ke a part inthe seivice in any way
that each individ. .l thought proper.  This, { rather
fancy, startled the .udience somewhat. They had been
accustomed to b led, and to have this duty thrown
upon them all at unce took them by surprise.  Therr
was a little awkward pause at first.  The fact was
every one felt a little:nervous at taking the ini iative.
Each one was waiting for some one clse to begin,
There was breathless silence in the meeting for a
time. By and by one of the native pastors rose and
engaged in prayér The ice was now broken, and
speaker after speaker followed cach other in quick
succession, till the meeting was dismissed. Looking
back upon that first mecting now, there were symp-
toms that the latent spiritual power and enthusiasm
that 1 had hardly ever deemcd possible in the
Chinese were about to manifest themselves,

The next day a very large assembly met to continue
in prayer. The Holy Spirit was manifestly moving
His people. As I entered the church I found the
room where the women sat juite full ; there were no
seats vacant but one on a narros bench near the door.
There I took my scat, and as ! looked round on al)
that sea of faces, my heart was full of joy and grati-
tude to God for all these Chinesc Christian women.
What a change, I said to myself  What intelligent,
bright, clean faces, all now eagerly waiting to hear the
words of the pre.cher! The meeting was soon thrown
open, brief prayers for the descent of the Holy Spirit,
two verses of 2 familiar hymn werc sung with intense
carnestness, and then a member rose and led in prayer.
Such a prayer from a Chinaman 1 never heard

befr.ce, every heart scemed bowed and melted under
it s it was so carnest, so full of importunate pleading,
imploning the Holy Spirit to enter every heart present.
It did seem as if Ins prayer was answered even whilst
he was speaking. Many were in tears, and when the
pastor said the time was up the women seemed loath
to go. As the days went on the enthusiasm and car-
nestness of the Christians began to be more manifest.
It seemed as though every man amongst them had
come for the express purpose of taking an active part
in the services. To me the chief interest and power
of our service was in connection, not with the leading
Christians uf the Church, but with men who, up to
this time, had never shown themselves to be possessed
of power, such as would quahfy them to come forth
from the silent position they had always been content
to occupy.

One entircly new feature was the large number of
written requests for prayer. The presence of the
Divine Spirit was manifest by the life and fervour
that pervaded them. Toward the closé of the week a
meeting was held to consider how this remarkable
religious movement could be so guided that it would
result in some practical outcome. It was resolved to

‘The heathen stood in a *

hold a meeting every Tuesday afternoon, and .after .

prayer those present should break up into parties of
twos and threes and go to the strects and preach the
Gospel to the ! athen. Between fifty and sixty were
present at our hirst meeting.

1 shalllong remember this delightful week of prayer.
It has been a revelation to me in many respects ; but
chicfly in showing me how transformed these usually
staid and unemotional Chinese can become when
touched and quickened by the Jlioly Spirit.
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