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RETIRING ALLOWANCES.

MR. EpITOR,~The Aged and Infirm Ministers’
Fund was originated in the Fres Church. There was
oo such fund 1n the U. ¥, Church, At the unlon of
the two Churches the number aad ages ot the u inis-
ters in the L., P, Church were cubmitted to an actu-
ary and a certain sum was 10 accord with his report
contitbuted by cach of the cqngregations of that body
that 1ts mimisters might share in the fund whhout
detnment to the interest of ministers in the Free
Church. The tund was thus equitably adjusted and
its success 1n the untted body secared, so that it has
wrought well with lutle or no friction or jealousy.

There was no such adjustment of the A, and 1, Fund
at the last Union, owing to legal difficulties connected
with the Temporamtter Fund, Ministers ot the
United Church who previous to th» unton partictpat-
ed in the latter fuad sttil continne todo so, and onre-
tirlng from active service by leave «* 1ne General As-

o sembly retain their anoutty.  Can such receiv also a

- retirlag allowance out of the A. aud L. Fund? Surely
not, any more than ministers formerly beloaging to the
Freaor U. P, Churches should on retiring have t share
in the Temporalittes Fund, Isit smd thut since the
unton they have patd the rates required and have
therefore a right 2 If this means thatthey have aright
to the benehits of the fund for the years of active ser-
vice rendered since the Union, well; but if it means
that the years of service before the unton are to be
reckoned there ts manifest 1pjustice to those who paid
their rat~s for long years previously and whose con-
gregations n large measure contributed the whole
fund. Such a course would soon greatly diminish the
allonance now paid, or prevent it ever nsing as high
as originally designed, and would certainly result in
great dissausfaction and a large falling off of contri-
butlons,

As, already, more than one of tha retired ministers
are recelving retiring allowances from both funds, and
as more raay be granted the same unjust privilege, it
is time the question should be fully discussed and steps
taken by <ac coming General Assembly to place the
matter on a basis compatible with justice and the in-
terests of all parties, EqQuiTy.
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SYNOD OF MONTREAL AND OTTAWA,

MR, EDITOR, - I have jast returned from attending
the meetings of the Montreal and Ottawa Synod, and
desire to make 2 f2w observations thereon,

1st. The retiring moderator gave a good discourse
on the* Opening of Lydia’s heart,” but seemed to
take too limited a view of the word heart, making it
out to mean the “affections,” instead of the whole sout
of man, including the iniellect,

2nd. The sumber attending the Synod was not over
a third of the members. This onght not so to be,
Elders may be excused, but ministers shonld make it
a matter of conscience to attend Churchk courts.

3rd. The spirit of the mectings was good. The
moderator kzeping excellent order, and at the same
timo allowing full liberty of discussirn, The reports
were good, especially that on the * State of Rellgion,”
but I was surprised to Cad that only threa fifths of the
sessions had returned answers to the questions. Some
way should be found to compel them to reply so that
reports might be full,

4th. Temperance secmed to command the unani.
mous support of the members, who all seemed prepar-
ed to adopt prohibitior.

5th. There also appeared a strong desire that the
Church should take greate~interest in matters pertain-
ing to the State, and give no uncertain sourd regard-
ing the ev’! methods generally ndopted in political
elections.

6th. The case of Mr. Feawick of Metis, Qusbec,
was referred simplicifer to the Assembly. This is a
somewhat singular case. Mr. Fenwicls has been for
upwards of twenty two years 2t Metis, is evidently 2
man of great tndividuality of character, and T do hope
the Genera! Assembly wil' act to s generous way when
disposing of bis case, AN ELDER.

NINETY FIVE per cent. of the inhabitants of Egypt
are Mohamiadans, and gbout one-twentioth are
Copts, a remnant of 3 race remarkable for their Hke-
ness totheold Egyptians.  Sixtyyears ago the Chiurch
Mlssionry Society tried to arouse the ancient Coptic
hurch to fresh life : but it is stili sadly corrapted in
doctrire and degrad. 4 in practice, and does nothing
to maks known the Gospel

GOSPEL WORK.
INCIDENTS IN LONDON.

A domestlc servant says . I attended the mestings
at S* Pancras, and heard Mr Sankey sing “ The
Ninety and Nine,” and I felt I was the wandering one.
On March 8th I found the Saviour, not in a hall or a
church, but whils cleaning the floor. Tlore I heard
His volce saying : “ Thy :lns be forgiven thee.”

Another convert writas It was through your - 's
sion, at Islington, last November, that I was convert
cd. One Sunday ovening you preached on the Ten
Commandments, and your words went right home t.
me, as [ had committed terrible sln. When 1 got
hore that night T gave myself to God. T pray Gad
to s2nd me away as a missionary. Of course I want
to study the Bible now as much as nossib’'2. Could
you tell me hew I ought to carry on such study?

From an engineer-driver : —The first night I came
to your hall at Clapham, in Jasuary, I thought it was
good to see so many people going in, and I followed.
When [ got Inside, my ey=s were fixed on a Scripture
text, “ Come,” and 1 too’: the word to heart. The
next night you dwelt on the same word, and I gave
my heart to the Lord. Oh ' the glorlous sight 1 saw
that night, I now know what it !z to be born agzain,
and have a new life,

Oae brothcr said that up to eight weeks ago he had
for five years been a helpless slave to drick, and had
become 2 professed athelist, labouring assiduously to
spread his obnoxious and destructive opinlons. His
actions agreed with his words, and he adopted a down
ward course, giving way to drink and all other iniquity,
but often while boldly defending his athelsm,deep down
in his soul there was a feeling of uncertal-ty and a
waut of satisfaction. He weant one evening merely t.
hear Mr. Sankey sing, but while listening to the Word
the Spirit of God met him and gave him such a view
of himself as a guilty sinner that he was constrained
to cry, ¥ God, be merciful to me a sinner,” Iaa day
or two he found rest and peace. Since then the Lord
had given him deliverance from his old appetite, and
now he was glad to bzar his testimony to the happl-
ness he enjoyed in the service of Christ,

A tall, gentlemanly-looking man followed. Uader
the power of this great curse he had drunk himself out
of two good businesses and out of every situation he
had ever had, Whilst pucsuing this downward course
the question occurred to him whether there was any
possibility of regaining his former respectability.
The enemy was ready with his suggestion, saying.
“You koow that you bave driven away every good
friend from you, and are abandoned by both Godand
men.” But a shght ray of hope came up before his
mind. The devil whispered that it was too late—his
day of grace was past—and suggested suicide as the
quickest means to get rid of his trouble. Oae night,
as he wandered through the strests, without friend or
shelter, he prepared (o carry cut'the diabolical sugges-
tion. Reaching the edgs of ths pond where he was
about to take a leap into a dark eternity, the thought
occurred to him that when his lifeless body was found
no one would know it, He searched kis packets for
a plece of paper to write his name upon, and in the
bright mooalight he found anold tract which had been
given to him. He read the title : “ Where shall I
Spend Eternity?” The question took ho)d of him,
and turned him from his determination. Wandering
alone next day, he sat down in a public park, not
knowing what to do or where to go, when a member
of the Stratford Mizpah Band came up to him, 2nd in
a few kind words asked him to come to their mesting.
He did so, and the saving truth there preached ook
haold of him. At the close, a Christian worker came
up to him, and laying his hand upon his shocider,
said : ¥ Brother, how is it with your soul?” That
word * brother,” spoken so kindly, softened higheart ,
it was many years since it kad beep applied to him,

Al

|

and it thrilled bhis sonl. The Holy Spirit enabled him I

to accept Jesus as his Saviour, and committing him
self to his guidence, ho had not only realized the par-
don ~¢ his sins, but had besn cumpletely delivered
from his craving for strong drink.

Same extracts from letters recently seat o Mr,
Moody will be read with interest :—

Some tvielve years ago,. when you wese in Glasgow,
1 was induced (rather from curiosity than otherwise)
to go to ane of your meetings in the City Hall. Hav-
{ng been hroughtup a devout worshipper inthe Roman
Catholic Ckarch, I did not imagine that anything you
might sry would have any bencficial efiect on me,

But, praise the Lord, your words did have an effect.
not only beneficial but lastiog, so that from that time
until you and your fellow.worker cams o Stratford (In
Janaary, there was a conunual hankering 1n my micd
after something, I kaem not what. Ahhgugh I have
been to s2a for upwails . soven ycars out of the
twalve, yet Living In Suuh Ameiica for two years, and
kaoiking abuut tha mu.id, having maoy ups and downs,
I never could get rid of (hat hankering {eelng, vhat 1
waoted semelhing. Lven owhen very neas death’s door
with yeliow fever, the wurds of chat beautiful hyma .
“ Oace for all, oh sinner «eceive It,” kept ringing in
my ears. ln storm and tempests at sea, and even 1n
the loneliness of the “ louk out,”those strains haunted
my soul, and ofien I asked myseif . “ HAat must i
believe ? what must I reccive?” Bat the way had not
yet been made plain to me, and my weary, longing
soul had to wait, but when your misslon came to
Stratford, I felt I must go, not out of curlosity, but as
aduty. So I made a point of being at your first Sun.
day evening service, Your text was .  Whatsosvera
man soweth, that shall he also reap,” and avery word
seemed to go home to my sinful heart, I rose for
prayer, and in the Inquiry-room one of the Christian
wotkers took me aside and enabled me to find conso.
lation ir. God's holy Word, of which I bhad hitherto
been torally ignorant, . . . So full of happiness
was I waen I weot home that my wife was astonished,
aad I tried to make her understand, but could not.
The next night I took her to the hall, and there, thank
the Lord, she also found the Saviour, . . . We
are now both candidates for bapusm at West Ham
Baptist Chapel, and we feel that were it fire instead of
veater, we could undergo the ordinance for the sake of
Jesus. We greatly enjoyed your converts’ meeting at
St. Pancras, aad in conclusion I would say that your
Way to God and Daniel the Prophet have been a
source of much profit to us, We pray that the bless-
ing of God may ever attend your work,

LIISSION NOTES.

A NEW steamer has been built for the Old
Calabar Mission of the United Presbyterian Church.
‘The misslon stations are distributed over some forty
miles of country, and the only access to them is by
water.

In Palestine twenty missions have 123 missionaries,
whh over 500 native helpers, 2,200 church members,
and about 20,000 scholars in mission schools, Many
of the raissions are so-called * Independent ” missions,
that is, supported not by a missionary society, but by
a clrcle of interested friends.

Ut out of the many striking evidences that the
native Cbristians of India are fast taking the intellec.
tual lead is seen in the relztive number of Brahmans,
non-Brahman Hindoos, Mohammedans, and Chris.
ttons who passed the university examinations in
Madras. At matciculation the fourclasses staod thus :
2,702, 1,303, 107, and 332. The percentage of passes
among the Christians was 45 4, and among-the Brah-
mans only 3504, while the other two classzs were still
lower., In the First Art examination the Christian
average was 59 5, the Brahman 32.04, and other Hin-
doos 3z2.1. In tne B.,A. examination the Christians
held their advanced pusition, while the Brahmans
gained largely. There are seventeen million Brah-
mans in India and two millioa Christians. The formz.
er increase at the rate of only six per cent,, the latter
at the rate of eighty-five per cent, every ten years.
¢ Yet a little while and He that shall come will come,
and will not tarry.”

A Miss1ONARY in Havkow, North China, stating that
many people come from great distanees, profess Chris.
tianity, #r% baptized and then return to their homes,
Many of these arelost sight of. Occasionallyasin the
tollowing insiances cheenng tdings of Christian stead.
fastness are sometunes heard. opeaking of such a
convert he says . For seventeen or eightesn years
heard nothing of him, A few months since heturned
up once more, haviag had to wvisit Hankow on busi.
ness , and the fir.t thing e did on his arrival was to
seek: the old cazpel in . aich he used to worship, and
the converts with whom he used to have Christian
fellowship, in the days gone by, During his short
stay among us he attended tile savices regulasly, and
ch. . “ed all our hearts by tbe evidence he gasz that
the seventeen years of absence had not weakened his
falth or cooled his ardcar. To me it was a special
joy to sec him, and to learn from him that he was siill
a Christian in heart and life.



