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COA'GREGA4TIOAAeL A'EI'sÇ ÏVOT NiV-FS-
SARIL? Y0O NO GENERAlL JA'TIRES.

W E are always glad to reccive hints from iriends
and wclI.wishcrs as te the best plans for con-

duttiag a religtaus piper, and concerning the
suresi mcans for making it generally useful and popu.
lar. It il tiot possible ta adopt ail of these or ta act
upon theni, for irequenily they arc su amuch opposcd
ta ecailiter that the adoption uatone nccssar:ly tai-
volves the tejection of two or thrce suggcsted with
eqatal urgcncy and tecommcndcd wîah quite as niuch
confidence as likcly to issue in tha I>aEbbi-r£RIAN
bccoming a "Igreat succcss.'

Soine are qutte sure that a large infusion of current
secular aews would bc a vast improvenient, though
they do not stemn ta bear In mind that our space is
lirnlted, that secular papers, bnth daily and weckly,
atre abundatit, tait a tneigte abstract of sute itli:
gence is in these days not very attractive, andti hat
the 3andwiching of tha seculir andi sacieti in the way
suggested niîght not bcasa satisfictory as they suppose.
Wc have na idea that the sccîîlar and reiigious in a
man's lire ought ta bc separated by a hard and fast
line. On the contrary, ail the former ought ta be in-
terpenetrated anti moulded by the latter, sa that there
mnay bc, and arc cases whea mattcrs strictly secular
have ta be discusseti ln every variety of way by both
individuals andi journals that claim ta be, and arc,
sîrictly religiaus. But as a gencral tbing wc arc pet-
suaded that the PRESBYTERIAN wiil Serve a bettCr
purpase, and will cdii>' a larger number af inclividuals
rather by foliowing, in this repect, thie course whicla it
has hitherto pursued, than by striving ta give aré
sumé or the week's news, and by discussing ail the
current and Ilburning I questions af local or general
publtics.

WVe are entreated by aihiers to spare thern the trn.
fliction of socials, presentaîaons and cangregational
statistics, as if these were IIbarren as the rabbed sea
sand," and flot in the slightcst degrire interesting 10
the gret body af aur readers. On the other bandi
we are assured with equai confidence tbat if mare af
such items were given more general !awafaction wouid
bi secured and expressed. Franltly, we cannai
give up the Ilsocials," St less are ive inclined ta part
wiîh the presentations, and least af ail, can we bieve
thai cangregatioa:. statisiacs arcentiber uninterestang
or unprofitable. As Presbyterianswae arc aIl one. What
concerns and interests ana congregation ought ta con-
cern and interest ali, and we are per*uaded that this is
increasagiy the case. Itii quite possîlite %bat ai borne
sociats things may be saîtd and dane whic.h aie not for
edification. If sa, fi is a mattcr for decp regret, for at
cannot fait Ia have an ingurtous influence upon the
spiritual intercsts ai those who seofftend. But after
ail we are persuaded ihat such instances arc excep-
tional, and avili, ave trust, be increasingl>' so. Weare-
not sure, indeed, that tea-meîîngs are the best or
most profitable meaaas for raising maney for the Lord's
%vork. Vet surel>' ilere is nothing necessartly objec-
tionable ini themi even ia this respect. Ail depentis
upon how îhey are managcd. WVhite ast t heirhelp-
futnies ia pramating soc:aliiy and kindiy feeling
among the mnembers af c ' ngregaLaans thare can bc na
doubt whatever. The direction is plain that ail tharags
shauld bc donc ta edification, and ave sec no more dat'-
ticulty in this edificatiora being sa far secureti by sucb
social meectings than by the Sabbatb serviccs. To
turn these meetings ita mere occa.sions for fun, anid
very poor fun at t1lat, is simply detestable. But there
ts âo necd for tbis being dont. Chrîstians, both
young antt aid,,.an butely enjoy tbeniscives ta theit

heais' content avthout havlng tecourse ta elther bul.
foonery or mere fooling, cspccially la tihe bouse ai
God.

There i., lei individuals protest as they please,
nothîing whirb gives us mare pleasure than ta rerord
ic ex cpressions ai kindly regard anti hearty apprecia.
dion whIclh congregaiions oi inuilviduals maire ta their
ininisters ia the shipe af prescrits, on fici oe under-
% tandinp. tit thete ate net ite p.aitty salves ta ton
i rience in order ta conceai or atone for Inadequatc or
irregutiriy pii stipentis. The stipenti, fairly, regu.
lardy anti fuiby pi--that ti the finit ihing. Ilut aller
that, mnany an catnest,anxious pastor will have bis heai
lightened and is energies rcstrung by the spontaneotîs,
indly, unexpecctd Cift-anti lis mere inoncy value I

ai comparaîiveiy ininor impotance-which miy indi.
caite geruina "fruit"' produceti ta the Clary ai lias
grace, anti the inodest record ai which among breih.
ren ouglît certainiy ta do na haum. Rtîher the reverse,
for it lets ail bac shirers la cach other's joy. %Vc caa.
not maniage ta give the atidresses. If ave titi ae
should alien have mata for noîhing cise. But ave
cannai think tuai there are many ai aur readers ave
aire sure there ougbi nat ta bc ane who, when useful
miea are thus hanourcd anti zccuraged, are sa cht-
isli as ta refuse ta "Jo>' and rejoice with iheni."

NJor rin ave, above ail, give up the ycariy mtatemnent
I aiindividuai congregational wark. Insteaioufthaitwae
shouiti hue ta have more afi h, condenseti ai course
ta the ver>' lasi degree possible. Truc, ail suç»d.
records ai churches bult anti paid for, ai suinis-
ters made comiortabie la teccat anti convenicai
manses, ai an ever-rfsing standard ai Christian liber.
ality, anti ai joyeus, generous work bath la holding
fast and holing forth the Word ai lite, aa nat
necessaril>' hmply a higher torte oi religicus feeling, a
dreer spirîtualit>', or a more living persanal intereui
"in the îhings coanectd wîii lité and salvatan," for
ail these efforts, jr may be sait, nia> take their rite
frotte lnwer anti meaner motives ih-'ib tese. Yci
whiie ibis is passible il is not ai ail so Iîkely. On the
contrary the natural conclusion ta be drawn froi tia
view ai surh an increase ai encrgy and effort us tbat
the Spirit af Cod as working with grosviag potwer ia
ihete conîmunities anti Individuals, sa ihat the niast
becaming anti satisiactor>' atit Aude ha which athars
can receive such intelligence is ta Ilglarif>' God inl
them,'" andi bc the mare stimulatet in humble, priycrtui
gladness ta "lgo and do likewf se.» WVe have no îvish
ta encourage an ostentatiaus spirit cubher fa ministers
or cangregations. But sometimes, as everyone
knows, the rzcord - steidj, earnest teal andi liber-
ality Ilprovokes I (ln the right stase af that word>
go iany," as well as causes Ilgreat searchings ai
hearîs "among flot a fcw ailiers There are none an
the Plresbyterian Church ia Canada who can yet
speak ai having camne up ta îlîear abiity, l'an leus ai
having gone beyand st ; white, Ici fi acier be foi gaîten,
the grand, avondrous Il nasmuch as" whacb shahl,
soine ai ihese tays, greet every one ai Chrîst's genu.
mne disciples, avili anly corne as involing siomeîhing

Iaimait lake rebuke, anti as briaging wath it a feeling
iakin tien ta mortification in the estimation of those
fwha have mast faithiully born,'. anti wrought, anti
i gta for H is sake" who has for thern " donc it aIl."

TotioNTo bas bar! a vasi tramn Dr. Talmnage, and
has been so far cnlighteneti by the Brookl) n divine
fon the question whether or natI" Christiansty bas i-cen
a faibure." There avas a greatt crowd, mucha iaughter,

1a plentîful allowaace ai commoaplace, great teaunri.
ation ai clerical dulness, a vagarnus grapplang iath the
misdeeds ai the laver, iunny illustrations ai profies-

jsionat jealous>', wîth delactaus onsi3ughts upon bru.
then.clergynien, wbose Sermons, it scems, " coutdnatbe
matie heavier b>' a laid ai bricks," anti ahose strangest
efforts wvould -iever cause a "lsensation, cican the
sligbtest Il etc. la short for those who like such a
thing, tic Dr.'s lecture avas jusi the thing the>' would
l ike. fIe tells a sîory ver>' avel, keeps himseîf lac-
comingly sertous, anti piays *.bc clericai mnountebank
with a gooti deai ai success. 0f course South's retort
as always raady, Il Vbat woîîid ym have donc ar said
bat it pleased Providence ta make you witîy ?Il andi
ave frankl>' acknawlcdgc that there is no saying what
might bave been the result ai such a strange charge
ai aiTairs. Still we persastin la hnking, with ail the
terrors of a brIckbatian th.- shapc af a charge ai inef-
fable dulness anti semi-itocy being ibrowva ai au;
hcati, that the Talmage ehibiLIon 15 anything but

cdifying. WVe prefer NMark Twain Indefiniely, both
on the score af wii and Instruction.

Ttc troubles in South Airica Sent alwaYs ta bc-
cone more anid more formida-ble. D litaccoaanis the
Jlritisht had been defeated by the lioers. and the com.
munications with the beleaguereti hast hait latta cul.
off. Afier ail, ave must bear in mind that ihesc Boers
£C noa suth berces ite Uc ausis ai liberty as tbey re
somebanies representeti ta bac. They or their faâthers
went (trini the Cape Colon, because they were Indig.
nant nt belng depriveti ai their slaves by bte general
Emaricipâîlon Acta Of 834. Frors that day ta this they
have sought Ia make Olives ai the natives lIn whose
territories thcy have taken up their abode; have via-
lateti again ana &%gain the contiîons on which
liritain recognizeti thew independence ; have been
the greatest opprients of ail mission wark atuong the
avtivcs;- and have shewn a spirit of greecly, grasping,
oppressive selfishness, which lit com parts wlîh the air
ai suffaring innocente andi patrîti'mj which thcy are
fain ai unes ta assume. Into the rights andi the
wrongs ai the laie resumpîlon by the tlrltish cf au-
îhoiiîy over thiese BJoers and thir terrttor>', or rathcr
the territory whîcb thay have selie sclrorn the natives,
ave do not Dit prescrit enter. Blut hI avili, ave believe,
eveaîuai>y bc faîand ta have been a great mistake on
the part ai lîratain ta have levcr recognited the inde-
pendence citber af the Transvaal or the Orange sov-
eignty, though possibly aier htwang madie the recog-

nition fi rnay bac as great a mistako ta have recalieti it.

Tit. Chicago Il ineriar l says : "lA valuable littia
work for l'rcsbytarian mlitistars anti ailiers especlaliy
interested inl the Church, is the PIREsui1t:RIA'.q YZAR
1300K for the Dominion et Canada, editeti hy Rev.
James Cameron, af Chatswcaith, Ont. In addition
ta gencàal statistics ai ministers, churches, # ontribi:.
tions. etir., ai the Chaurches af Canada and Ncwfounti.
lind, it cantains gencral statistics ai Presbytetiaalsm
thraughout the avorît. It also cantains à good sum-.
n'aty ai the facts brought out In the proce-'ngs ai
the Evangelical Alliance. ht is packed full af informa-
tion. hI opens with a calendar wiîh blanks for memo-
randa." Mlailed (rom this office ta any atidreis on
raceîpt ai twenty.tive cents.

Ws are requesteti ta sa>' that aay tune which wil
suit thc seconti version af the 136th Ilsalm Wall suit the
verses afube Rev. ii. B. Mackay givea ia aur Issue ai
7th january. __________

Tif . Guelph Il àlercury"I says: " lThe PRESIIYTER-
i»N Ya-.%a Booa for the Dominion ai Canada and
Ncwfoundianti bas been issued by the publishen, C.
Bllackett Robinsoa, Torunto. It furnishes a great
derai ai valuable information concernang the Cburch
it is inîcadeti ta serve, containing, as i dts, basiles
a complete list ai the churches, minisiers andi calleges,
a special feature in the contienstil procetings ai thc
General Counail of the Presbytariax Alliance." Mlaaled
frc ta any address on recel pt ai twenty.five cents, by
the publishen, 5 Jardan Street, Toranto.

Aca.NoIVIEDrGMENTS.-Rev. Dr. Reid has reccived
thc untenientionati suma for the Scbemcts ai the
Church, vit Wiîlliam Cunningham, 1Huntingdun, for
Foreign MaIssions, $5 iMbember ai Chaimers' Church,
Elara, for Homne Mission, $îSo, Foreign Missionis,
$5o; George Barron, Elora, for French E vangelaza-
tion, S; ; Frient, Montreal, for WValdensian Pastars'
Fond, $5 ; Latona, for Waldensian Pistars' Fond, $5
Friand or Widow's blite, Aird, foi WValdensian Pas-
tors' Funt, $5 ; John Micl'!iee, Cornalal, for %Vald ta-
sian Pastors' Fund, Si M. G., for Dr. Mackay's
Mission, $2. ___________

PIîESDYTERY 0F OWEN4 SOUIJ)4.-This Presbyte>'
mct la St. Paul's Cburcb, Sydenhami, an the î8th uIt.,
ai haill jast oaa pari., ant ian Knox Church, Si. Vin-
cent, thc sanieday at seven p.ni. Therminutesoaithe
lasi meeting avare reati andi susiaineti. The Rev. A.
T. Calter avas appoinieti Modarator for next six
monîhs. A Presbyterial visitation avas held la caci
congregatian. The affairs ai bath congregations avere
foi4nd ta bc la a satisiactar>' condition, and the inter-
est fait b>' die cangregatians in iheir afiairs avas mani-
fesîtd b>' the large attcadance ai the meetings.
Meurs. Rotiger, McLennan, Caniexr n ud Semervilit
avere appointeti a conimitice ta draw ip a deliverace
an the resuit of tic visitation, sald. tieliverance te ha


