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It so happened that the eminent geologist,
Sir Charles Lyell, was here, aud, obgerv-
ing the indentions, or pitted murks, pro-
ducerl by the drops of rain on the mud of
the viver, instantly suw the light which
this nppeirance threw upon u controverted
fjuestion in geology ; he took ip n shb
of the mutd 3 bad it baked, and it is now
presorved in the British Musmm, an in-
perishable record of the shower of thirty
years ago. 1f & passing shower can thus
hecome a subject worthy of perpetuating,
surely 4 gathering like this which illus-
trates the actual conditiou of a Jiving
generation is cqually worthy oi being
noticed and recorded. It may be snil
that this covers only ope aspect of the
condition of the people ; but it is x most
important aspect. Ile held that agricul-
ture is the basis of all civilization. It is
the very firet step out of barlurism.  We
never read ofa tribe of savages who e
ngrjenlturists ; the Indians of tins conti-
nent, apd the Aborigines of the "South
Sea Islwndy never cultivated the soil. A$
agriculture advances civilization marches
along with cqual step. It is & most re-
narkable fuct that Ipgland at this mo-
ment is the fivst ugricultural country -uf
the word, " Weall know her position in
arts, and manufactures, and comiherce.
London rules the monetary world, and
Eugland supplies half tlie globe with her
manufactures 3 but with all this, and not-
withstanding her limited area, she still
stands foremost in the value of her agri-
cultural products. “I'he annual value of
those products in & fair average year
amouuts,as appears by the statistical rec-
ords, to the almost fuhulqus sum of three
hundred millions sterling, which is double
the value of all the textile fabrics produced
in her looms and iy, thiee. timés the
value of the produce of -her forges and
foundvries, and four.or five times-the value
of thie production of her mines. It is
true that in the raising of wheat the
United States, Russid, and' France exceed
her;: that both Russia and the United
States possess larger herds of cattle aud
horses.;- but this 3s owing to the almost
bouudless extent of the prairies of Ameri-
ea and the steppes of Enrope. But ' the
value of the #fuiinnls enters largely into
the sum’of the gross value. 'L'lie iorses
and cattle and sheep of Eing]:\nd are, con-
fessedly, the best in the world,, and this
is chiefly owiug to the .cureful breeding
of the animals, aud the liberal expendi-
ture of capital. If these results have
flowed from. the application of bram and
muscle to agricultute in Iuglaud, why
shouid we not follow in the path thus
marked out for us ¥ We have the ssme
blood which flows in the veins of the
Anglo-Saxon race, and which in them
produced such.marvellous results.  Surely
we are capablo of learning the lessons
‘which they have learned with such signal
success in the apphication of science to the

~ ‘

- -

l

» Laurie, ITe could remember heuring the
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culture of the goil, and’ the production of
incrensed and increasing roturns from our
fields, It would scarcely bo becoming in
him to speak to practical agriclturists of
the application of these priuciples and
the development of the resources of the
s0il, but he niight vecall to their recollecs
tion the wlyice given by, Coloyel Tawric
in his nddvess oy l]nq‘opening of the exhi-
bition, which in brief meant that wo.must
uvnil ourselves. of all the aids to be de-§
rived from modern science and untirving |
toil in this importaut department of a )
nation’s progress: Coucisely, the secret of |
advancement lies in hig view ina more or |
less modified form, of #1Tigh Farming.” ‘
Of o dotnils of | this theory he wps.an-
able to spenk, but he believed he. would
not he fur from the truth if he urged for
example the cuhiivation of roots und
graing so strongly urged by Celonel

Inte Dr. Torrester, at & ppblic meeting in
IInlitax, s0 long ago as when Siy Gaspard
Le Marchaut . was  Governor, make =2
statement which sounded like a paradox, |
and almost produced o smile ia his audi- |
ence, that Scatland- owed her wonderfil
progress in agricultural wealth to the tur-
nip.  But there was & germ of solid truth
in the statement whichy oply cansed sur-
prise from, its cancise brevity ; angd it will
be found that.he and. Colonel Yaurie
linve hoth, in-effect, been advocating the
ame mode of promoting the wenlth and
progress of the country. He (Mr. IL)
doubted not that those who live to wit-
ress another exhibitionl' in this noble
building ten years hence, will see a marked
advance in every thing counected with
this branch of our Provineinl resources.

- The baud having played a shovt piece,
Hou. P. C. I1ill declaved: the Provincial
Agricultural Exhibitiow of 1877 closed.

COLCHESTER COUNTY EXII-
" BITION.

CLOSING ADDRESS BY L LONGWORTI, ESQ.

Ay C/uk:irmq[n, Ladies and Gentlemen s

-~ After your tiresome tvamp up Wimbuen
1Till yesterday you were greeted with a real
Highland weldome from onr worthy towns-
man. Governor Archibald, to whom the
managing committes are under great oblipa-
tions for the fine épening given to this Ex-
hibition. As a member of the committee,
allow me to say that we all regretithat the
onerous duty ot asking you to depart from
the scenes of rural beauty, wealth and con-
tentinent, that lave delightéd our eyes,
feasted our imaginations, and held us spell-
bonnd for two days, could not have been im-
posed upon one as well qualified as his Honor
to do justice to the occasion.

After the carcful exauination of the vari-
ous animals and articles that have met yoyre
view on cvery side in gorgeous thtlorqlllic
array, you no doubt have formed’in’ your
own minds .a ‘more correet estimate than I

can give you of the undertaking that has’

afforded so many striking examples of the
gkill, the genius, and the enterprise, of the
farmers and mechanies _of this fine county,
and of those sections, of the Trovines whose
husbandmen and nrtisans so generously camg
forward with thely exhibits and placed them
in friendly competition with the productions
of Colehester, v rivalry worthy of the hig hest
commendation, and  which, upart from’ the
pnoney: prizes obtaiped by the feyw, has fur-
nisheil invaluable Jesvons fo all. ‘

Regarding this Juxhibition as a splendid
illustration of the results of Iabors put foxth
in the eause of agriculture since the sett]e-
ment of this county, by the Governors of
Nova Scotia, by the olci Counicil of twelve,
by the Legislatire of the Province, by men
of science and culture, by the Donrd of Agri=
colture, and by the Fruit Growers' Associa-
tion of Nova Scotia, and the Eastern Copn-
ties Frnit . Growers Association; the time
ceems ‘opportune for noticing. some of the
events that have oéenvred during the Iast
century, to plice the agricultuye of the county
in the wratifying positjon-it holds to-day.

Though Colehester hiad somu. fine dyke
lands recliimed from the Bay of I'}muly by
the French Acadians, whose agricultural
labours had also redueed to somg state of cul-
tivation soveral Jargé ;r:ichg ot mterval land
skittipg on the river running iuto the Bay,
the first Euglish settlers did nob find the
connty a bed of roges.  Their mode of farm-
ing was of the most primjtive character.
Thiey tilled the land neither for, pleasure nor
for profit, but to ensure their existence until
they gained g foothold in, the country. Many
of these men were genuine ©sottlers,” who
came to0 the Proyince to cultivata the Jand
and to possess it for themselves and their
deseendantg, whose names in nwmerops in-
stances have come down  to us through the
centary by seores and by JDundreds, and
whose history from this stapdpoint recalls to
mind the beautiful lines of \\’Hitﬁ_cr —

**I hear the tread of pioncers, .

Of pations yet to be—
The first low wash of waves where soont
Shall roll a human sea.”

- A recital of some of the hardships endured
by the carly settlers in forming the.settle-
ments in this coungy, will give. ' good idea
of the wantof system in the farming of their
day, thie worthless .implements they were
obliged to use, and the adverse circwunstances
under which they incessantly libored ; in
striking contrast 1o the style of farning now
in general use, and the useful implements and
great advantages at present within -the reach
of every farmer—an heritage. ¢ 1. young men
canpot prize too highly, and should remain
in the Pyovince to enjoy, wlerc, with energy,
skill and prudence, they can' moont the bigK-
est wave of agricultural prospen.y, rathér
than emigrate and Jike their ancestois, have
to put up with thi¢ buffetings of © the best
Jow wash of waves in a.new conntry.”

Wiien you are informed that during the
first years ot the history of Truro and. Onslow
the scttlers were assisted by Government with
provisions ind seed for-planting ; that some
of them were in the.most destitute circum-
stances, and svere obliged. for their subsistence
to dig and eat their sced potatoes aftes plant-
ing s that .in one or two. cases death from
starvation actually oceurred; and when )
tell you.that Lousia Thompson, of Onslow,
wife of William Hamillon, one of the first
settlers in Brookfield, on one ocension was for
six months in that settlement without sceing
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