
Oh!) I'ESI'AJ",ÀI' A.NJ) NEIV' SCI]ENÀCES. 43

-of the gods is attributcd to jealcusy of the dwellers on the
carth. The Bible makes no such suggestion, but unconscious-
lyv tlie idea lias arisen as a suspicion in the mind of inanv
rcadcrs. The iîattural unvilliîîgiess of any reverent mmid to
entertain sucli' a thought too frankly may explain to sonie
extent the fact that this side of the matter hias been so largely
-passed over iii silence. The true reasons, howvever, arc I)er-
fectly intelligible and entirely wvorthy of God. The perniancnt

-establishnient of one universal emnpire would have mneant end-
less tyranny and oppression. *Even as it is the course o! thc
wvorld's history lia.% been marked by ail too nîuch of thiese, but
it would have been infinitely wvorse if such a systemn of govern-

mient 'Iîad obtained as wvould liavel placed ail authority and
power in the hands of a snil coterie o! rulers at one centre.
Htiman libertv wvould have reniai ned for ever unknown and tlic
triumiph of huniian righits îvould have remained for ever ini-
possible. Furtiiermore, the w')r1d's progress iu civilization
,vould bave been unidoubtedly retardedi and the îvorl<F's deliver-
ance froin the domination of sin indefinitely dclayed. For

nian's succcssful development of bis ideal state numierous socio-
logical experinients w'ere necessary. By separating inankindic
into niatioiîalities and allowing each te. develop after its oivn

-way according to its peculiar conditions, niany of thiese ex-
periiients have been carricd on siniultaneously, and the suc-
cerses of eacli have becomie the gzain of ail. It would have
lengthicned the process bevond ail conîputation liad only one
series o! exl)eriiments been possible for the wvhole race. It
Tiilit have evcn (lcfcated God's plan for man's salvation alto-
gethier, thirough the utter stagnaticn of the liumni mind and

the degencracy o! ail alike into a Iiop)el'essly corrupt miass, snch

as took place iii the antediluvian world. To us thec most inter-
esting experinietit for the -%vorlti's good ever nîade Nvs that
carried out in flic hîistory of judaism. It Nvas rendered pos-

sible only 1w niaking Jsrael a sep)arate people. If Babylonia
and Egypt, Greece and Romie, liave niade any pernianent con-

tributioxis to civihization, it îvas because they too wcere left free
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