PLEASANT HOURS. :

An Aucfent Table.

* | have a table,”
Snid Arthur to Mabo),
* Three thougand years 014 ;
And though It has stood
Ho long, ‘tis as good
As the finest of gold I”

0 Arthur, your table,
1 fear, 18 a fable,
And you are its knight,
Of tourse it 18 round,
But where was it found,
Now tell—honour bright !

**“Twas found, thoy say, Mabel,
In the great tower of Babel ,
And learned folk say
That wise old Hindoos
‘I'his table could use
Before Egypt's day!"

“ \Why, Arthur,” satd Mabel,
‘Do show us this table
That's older than Egypt—as old as
creation I
My tablo is square,
Not round—to bo fafr,
But why should I show
\What all the girls know—
This vory old table, catied Multipit-
cation 7"

LESSON NOTES.

FIRST QUARTER.
BTUDIES IN THE ACTS AND EPISTLES.

LESSON VIIL.—FEBRUARY 21.
I'HE FIRST CHRISTIAN MARTYR.
Acts 6, 8-15, 7. 64-60. Memory verses,

67-60.
GOLDEN TEXT.

Bu thou faithful unto death, and I will
give thee a crown of life-—Rev. 2. 10.

OUTLINE,

1. Faithful, v. 8-15.
2, Crowned, v. 54-60.

Time.~Uncertain, but probably A.D.
37 (possibly in the month of May).

Place.—The Hall of Sanhkedrin in Jeru-
salem; the Valley of Jehoshaphat near
Jerusalem,

HOME READINGS,

The first Christian martyr.—Acts 6.
8-16.
Tu. The first Christian martyr.--Acts 7.
61-60,
W. The roll of honour.—Heb. 11. 82-40.
Th. Qur example.—Heb. 12. 1-6.
{*. More than conquerors.—Rom. S.
31-39.
S. ‘The eternal glory.—2 Cor. 4. 7-18.
Su. A crown of life.—~Rev. 2. 1-11,
QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. Faithful, v. 8-15.

Who was Stephen, end what was his
character ?

\What did he do ?

How was Luke 21. 15 fulfilled in him ?

VWhat did his enemies say against him?

What did they do, and for what pur-
puse ?

What four charges did they bring
ugalpst him ?

How did he fulfil Matt. 10, 17 ?

What did Jesus say in Matt. 24, 2, and
John 4, 21?7

How was this
Stephen false ?

How did Stephen’s face appear ?

How d1d this show the truth of 2 Cor.
3. 187
2. Crowned, v. 54-60.

Where was Stephen at this time ?

How did the council feel toward him ?

What made them angry at him ?
Verses 61, 62.

What did Stephen see ?
Jesus ?

What did Stephen say to the council ?

What is sald of Jesus in Heb. 1. 3 ?

\Vhat was the effect of Stephen’s words
on the council ?

\What three things did the councll do
to Stephen ?

Who were the witnesses? Actg 6
13, 14.

What voung man took part in this
murder ?

What did he do ? See also Acts 22. 20.

What two prayers did Stephen offer
while dying ?

Whose dying words were theso like ?
Luke 23. 34, 46.

What i3 sald of Stephen's ena of life ?
Verse 60.

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

Where in this lessor are wo shown—

1. How to work for Christ ?

2. How Cbrist's 3lory is shown by his
disciples ¥ |

3. How we should trezt our enemies ?

4. How & Christian akould meet death?

M.

testimony agalinst

Where was

ORADLES.
BY REV. 8. BARING GOULED, ML.A,
As the cradle is the first bit of furni-

: ture with which we become intimately ,
; acquainted, so was it fn all probabllity i

. the first pieco of turniture which the In-
genuity of man drove him to create.

By law, in Austria a mother may not
havo her baby in bed with her st night,
lest she should overlie {t and so suffocate
{t ; consequently the cradle is then an
article of furniture absolutely necessary
in the house of married people.

Ol4 cradlea in England wero usually of
onk, with a hood over them ; on rockers,
of course, oxtended boyond the bed ftself,
80 that the mother, when spinning, by
pressing her foot on a rocker, might
sway the cradle,

One of the most curfous developmen.s
of parental ingenuity I8 to be found in
the Alps, where the mother is obliged to
attend to the work of the little farm, and
cannot be ever with the babe. There a
string 18 carried from tho cradle through
a hole In the window to a lfttle water-
wheel with a crank, that s kept revolv-
‘lng by the stream that flows into the

trough at which the cattle drink. This
! crank gives to the sirlng the necessary
alternate tenslon and relaxation to keep
the cradls rocking all the while the
mother {g away, haymaking or driving
the cows to pasture ; and the poor little
fnnocent gleepe content, in full bellef

Tack, tack, in your shop ?
' SWhat are you shaping, scraping, howing?
i Saw, saw, chip, chop!
Carpenter, why as you work do you sigh,

Sadly, O so sadly sigh,

Q so sadly ?

“1 saw a white pigeon heavenward soar,
And under her wing a soul she bore,

| 7 A lttle white soul ;

And therefore of coilins 1 make one more,
And T sigh, with a tear {n eye.”

MANLY BOYS.

I am by no means an old man, but I
have lived long envugh to be thanktul
that I was one of the boys of whom rude
boys speak as “led by a mother's apron
strings.” 1 was reared fn a large city,
and in a neighbourhood where there was
a large number of toys. Many of thesc
seemed to have or to take their own way;
a few of us were kept under parental
guidance and control. I confess that
thero were tinmies when it seemed bard
because I was not permitted to go and
come just as some boys were doing
whom I knew. But now, when I think
of the after-results in the different cases,
1 fecel that I cannot be too grateful for
the home iunfiuence which I had, and to
which I ylelded in youth., Of the boys
whom I knew, those who lived and nt-
talned and honourably filled positions ot

trust were without exception those who
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that it is being rocked by its mother's
foot.

It is significant that the first cradle
and the first coflin were identical—the
eradie that rocked the infant into the
life here, and the cofiin fn which sleep
prefaced the life beyond. In the Cata-
combs of Rome, the early Christians put
little {vory dolls and other playthings
with their darlings when they committed
them to their graves, Indeed, to hea-
then and Christlan alike, death has been
always looked op as a passage into & new

awakening to a spirit-life. Consequently
it was not without such a thought in
their minds that the men of primitive age
laid thelr dead In what were only large
cradles, identical in shape. in material,
‘n construction, with those beds in which
infancy Iay and slept in its first stage
of existence.

Carper‘ater,! carpenter ! ®hat are you do-
ng ?

Tack, tack, in your shop ?
What are you shaping, scraping, hewing?
Saw, saw, chip, chop !
Carpenter, why &s you work do you sing,
Merrily, merrily sing,

Oh, so0 merrily ?
I saw 8 white pigeon flv down this way.
And under her wing hides a soul, they

Bay, .
A little white soul,

And for that I make a cradle to-day,
And I cing till the rafters ring"

Carpeqter; carpenter ! wbat are you do-
ing

life, the Initial sleep that leads to an ,

CAREYING LIVINGSTONE'S BODY TO THE SEA-COAST.

were known as the *‘ home boys,” the
‘‘ mother boys,” the * bables;” and all
because they did not think it manly to
swear, and smoke or chew tobacco, and
fight, and play truant from school, and
be a nulsance in general. They were
by no means goody-goody boys, they
were not angels: they loved and had
their fun; they had games, but they were
loving and kind to their parents, and
truthful and horest and well behaved
everywhere; and although thus nick-
named, many of them were etrong
enough to withstand the temptations of
the camp and to endure severe hard-
ships, and brave enough to fall on the
field of battle with the face to the foe.
Others of them have been able to kesp
themselves pure, and to make for them-
selves a good record in the midst of the
tests and struggles of lite. In the mean-
time, as I have had opportunity to learn,
the sad news comes to me of the moral
wreck of one after another of those who
preferred a street education, or who
hated and rebelled against everything
ltke a wholesome restraint, and who con-
sidered themselves manly.

A lady, beilng & member of thoe church
where she lived, had occaslon to move
away, taking her church letter with her.
Having never presented it to the church
in tho town she had moved to, she kept
it in a trunk. One day her little girl
was rummaging in the trunl: when she
found the neglected church Jetter. Run-
ning to her mother she cried, * Ch mam-

4

A BREAVE KANGAROO,

A very pathetic story comes from Aus-
tralla, describlng a kangaroo’s daring for
the sake of her yovng. The owner of a
country station was sitting one evening
on the balcony outside his houso when
he was surprised to notics a kangaroo
lingering about, alternately approaching
and retiring from tho house, as though
halt {p doubt and fear what to do. At
last sho approached the water-pails, and,
taking a young one from her pouch, held
{t to the water to drink. While the
baby was satisfying its thirst, tho mother
was quivering all over with axcitement,
for she was only a few feet from the
balcony on which ono of hor great foes
was sitting watching her, The little

.0no, having finighed drinking, it was re-

placed in the pouch, and the old kangaroo
started off at a rapid pace. When the
natural timidity of the kangaroo is taken
into account, it will be recognized whai
astonishing bravery this affectionate
mother betrayed, It is a pleasing end-
ing to the story to be able to stats that
the eyo-witness was so affected by the
scene, tbat from that time forward he
could never shoot & kangaroo.

A REMARKABLE COW.

Down south lives a gentleman who
owns a most remarkablo cow. She looks
1ike a most ordinary black cow, but she
{sn’t ordinary at all, for she absolutely
refuses to be separated from her owner's
children. If tho children are at home,
the cow will stay in the pasture, which
Is near the house, separated from it by
a low house. But {{ the childven go
away, she will jump bigh fences to fol-
low them until she {8 caught. When
the cow has been put in pasture; she re-
mains quiet; but if put in the lot near
the house, when the children are away
from home, it is impossible to keep her
there. If allowed, she will follow the
children about exactly like a dog, keep-
ing behind them and apparently watch-
ing over them, perfectly happy if only
the children are within sight or hearing.

A BUOK FOR BOYS,

snap Shots From Boy Life

By F. C. T. O’Hara.

With illustrations and striking cover de.
sign by Astley Palmer Cooper.

Price - 15 Cents.
b 3

Contents.—Belng a Boy—Value of
Reading—Choosing Books, and How to
Read Them—Trashy Reading—Cultivat-
ing the Memory—How to Study—Schooi-
day Reminiscences—Letter-writing—Time
—Value of a Good Name—Divers Subjects
~—Do You Smoke ?—What About Liquor ?
—Do Not Scorn Advice—Self-dependence
—Advantages of Knowing a Trade—
Changing Employment~City and Coun-
try Life—An Inquisitive Nature—The
Beauties of Nature—Wasted Opportuni-
ties of Life—Brains versus Industry—
School After the Holidays—Be Happy.

These chapter heads give an idea of
the nature and scope of the book, but it
must be read to be appreciated at its true
value. It is one of the best books ‘we
have ever seen to put into & boy's or a
young man’s hands. He is sure to read’
it apd enjoy it, and cannot fail to be
insplred by it. Teachers will do well
to bave their boys read it. If you cannot
glve them each a copy, buy one yourself
and lend it round the clags. One teacher
we know has given a copy to each of the
eighteen members of his young men's
class.

THREE BOYS IN THE WILD
NORTH LAND

REV. EGERTON R. YOUNG
With pumerons full-page Hlusteations by J, B. Laventin,

CLOTH - - $1.25
R

Here is a new book for Canadian boys,
with storics of thrillingyadventuro in our
own North-West. Mr. Young's booke have
reached a salo aggregating 100,000 copies.
‘This new one, hedoclares, *‘beats themall {”
Tt will have a very handsome design of cover
m gold and colours, and as a gift or prize
book will be a taking thing this year.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

, 'C, W..Coarns, Mentréal, Qua,.
‘me ! T found your religion in the trunk.”'| -

8. Hewms, Huliai, NS, |
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