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work of the city is also the source from whenee tns
philanthropic educational establishment has derivad its
life and energy. The Alumnae ™ of MeGill University
are its managers, and any girl working during the day
is invited to became a patroness,

Although the interest of the * girlgraduate ™’ has
turned from the college work which formerly filled hier
horizon to that which in special lines alterwards
becumes her personal life-waork (and most of tham have
undertaken serious work), the spirit of a commeon bond,
not only of intellectual but of human sisterly symypathy.
has retained its hold upon her, and is evidenced in the
existence of the ** Alumnie Society.””  ThisSucicty has
its regular monthly meetings for the discussion of
literary topics, and a monthly business mecting to
supervise the managenentand interual cconomy of the
little house on Jurors st. This house, No. 37, s been
oven since May, 1891, under the name of *¢ Girls” Club
and Lunch Room,” and there, between the hours of
twelve and two, 2 substantial meal 3s oftered for the
modest sum of ¢ight or ten cents. These are the s
calied ** ticket dinners'™™. By purchasing forty or liny
ceuts worth of tickets, a girl can get five good dimiers,
which, if the dishes were bought @ fr carfe, would cost
respectively forty-cight or fifty cight cent<

To days’s ménu is as follows :—

Vegetable soup and breadeeeeeeeeces ceeene. av
Roast beel and potatoese e cenes e,
Mashed turnips ceceeceeens e & crerceortencsnnns 2C.
Baked Brans ceeceecernniiienns cove riaes cansnens 3o
Apple pudding «.ee.e. evereee wee ceearernsacaes ac
Stewed Prunes ceccectracreasecierasneens 3C

Bread and hultlerneeeee e ceeceiecnecneone 2¢.
‘Tea, coffee or milk

A competent cook and housekeeper resides on the
premises, and cach month a different person undertukes
the marketing. provides varicty in the bill of fare. and is
responsible for having two girls each day onhand o
serve their hungny sisters over the country. The prices
make it impossible for us to accnmukite animmensc tor-
tune, but, on the other hand, we by nomans give 1h
food away. Indeed. since the month of Octoler, our
bank beok has shawn a small balance on the right side,
and before long we hope to stand alene, althaugh cur
young limbs may tremble and totter cceasionally with
** growing pains,” and feel alack of confidence in their
slowly increasing strength. We have been put on
our feet by aur own persistent offorts aud the sub-
stautial cncouragentent of friends whem we  have
interested in the scheme. As many as scventy girls
have at ene time taken advantage of the home dinuers
oficred them, but the average nwuber during the past
vear has been about forty.  We attrilmte this com-
paratively small number of custemers out of the han-
dreds of girls who are working in and about this dis-
trict, to the simple fact of our hotre being tco smatl—we
cannat comfortably accemmedate any more. We attend
the arrival of a perhaps phantom ship of good fortunc
before trving our wings and flying to seaue larger and
mose commodinus quarters.

There is a readingreem and libmry of aver two

‘NIGHTLY. 119

meet on Monday cvenings o master the mysterics of
the act of dressmaking, for, you know, under the pre-
sent égime, as a government clerk has put it 't a
woman in office ought to be ashamed 1 she does not
make every atticle of her own wearing apparel except
hier beats® Yet tailors have always been men; and
it 21 woman should build her own dresses, which s
funinine work, after the day’s bread-winning. why
should 1muta nem spend his evenings cheerfully cutting
ont aud making his bifurcated apparel 2 In our dress-
making classes, we are perhaps encouraging what may
hie T species of evil, at all events a speel. s of mistake,
for I can sce the day when working women will not
need to diffuse their cnergies in mastering twenty
trades, and thereby losea place in the front ranks of
what is eapecially their life work.

Higher wages are needed to bring concentration of
energy and interest, and as a result Better work : and
when the shop gird s paid as much as the man sewing
bueside her both perhaps with others atheme dependent
on them, she can then have her evenings for health and
recreation, do her next day’s work better than she does
now, and as well as the man beside her who has not
had to get up ard make the breakfast, nor spend the
cevening previcus at wark on his snall brother's coat
anl pants

Here gird who pay a small club fee to Lelong to the
dressmaking class and for the privilege of taking out
hooks from the librarv have a secial time once a
month, when the graduate in charge provides some
entertainineut.

Dharing the month of September a singular species of
amusement was intruduced into our widst.  The news-
papers at that time teemed with news of Corbett and
Sullivan, oud one morning our back yard, which is
ours in common with seven other tenants, was con-
verted into a scene of excitament and  bloodshed.
Sukes had been driven into the four comers, and arope
was fastened tant frem one to the other. In the
middle of this improvisad ring, two voung aspirants
for bexing fame, of aboent cleven and thirteen years of
age respectively, were giving one another ¢ wicked
lefts ™" (s that the term 2) witha gustowhich it is im-
pessibile for me to deseribe After a fow “ rounds,™ two
others ook thedr pdace until disturbed By the unappre-
ciative McGill girls, whese cducation in this linc had
Leen =adly teglceted. It scemed funny at first, but
Hitte Jehnny's stose was quite smashed up, and one of
Billy's cves bad disappeared lencath a darkening
shadew which threatened tetal cclipse.  Threats of
police provad effective, o time was called. We learned
afienwards that this was enly a preliminary practice
that the real event came off in the afternoon. Tickas
were xold at the lance entrance. and the back galleries
filled to overtlowing with friends of the repaired
Billy aud Jehnny who were again to the fore.  This
timc, alas! o stern-voiced maiden was on hand to force
the fighting ficnds to flee; and the * fun ™ lasted iR
seqie moddiesome woman—by the bye. I think she was
the mother of Billy ; ves, she was—until Billy's mother
camc and brought him heme, rather the worse for his

hundred hooks in conucction with the Club, and we

afternoon ** in the ring.”




