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frnsts, excessive wet or dry weather, or other casu-
alties.

It is wrong to form hasty conclusions upon mat-
ters that have cither doubt or mystery involved in
their solution ; and, from this convictton, we made
the following experiment, five sumwmers since,
which resulted in a clear demonstration, that the
laws of nature, in this instance, asin all others,
were uniform and stable :—

We sclected two acres of the best wheat on the
form, frora which, after bestowing mnuch time and
trouble, we carcfully separated cvery plant other
than wheat, at the period whilst the wheat plants
were in flower. The produce from these two
acres was thoronghly cleaned with a fanning ma-
chine, and afterwards passed through a hand sieve,
and steeped ia brine sutliciently strong to buoy up
an egg, the whole of which process thoroughly
cleansed the seed, which resalted in a crop the
following year cqually free from dicease and imn-
purity.  About three bushels of sced, which had
undergone no preparation, ware sown, however, for
expernnent, the produce of which had an abun-
dance of hoth chess and sinat.

To repeat what has been clsewhere stated, we
have every confidence that both smut and chess
1aay become comparatively unknown, unless it be
as a matter of history ; and that rust in a majority
of cases, may be obviated by the introduction of a
rational system of cultivation. Such a system of
cuitivation will be found to consist in sowing good
and properly-prepared seed, so far as the two for-
mer are concerned ; and, as it regards the latter,
the following will be found to have a considerable
mfluence in lessening the chance of its baneful
cficcts :—DManuring for the crop which immediately
precedes the wheat crop—deep ploughing—early
sowing—liberal seeding, and depositing the seed
m rows—and horse hoeing, are, according to our
judgment, necessary steps to insure & good wheat
crop, upon much of the worn-out wheat lands of
the country.

The confidence which we express upon these
disputed points may, in some instances, beget ridi-
cule from those of our readers who may have been
more regardless in examining into causes and ef-
fects than we have been; butto such we would
say, try for vourselves, and travel no Jonger the
blind road of tradition, but recollect that only
slovenly and improvident farmers are above adopt-
ing the improved metheds that men of science and
deep research have pointed out.

As the operations upon which we treat, as a
Journalist, will, under the present arrangement, be
tested, and the results duly and honestly reported
by the Editor, the readers of this journal should
have increased confidence in adopting, as far as
practicable, the suggestions therein made.

SwrT.—Various opinions are euntertained regard-
ing this discase, so common to the wheat crop.
Some suppose it to be a fungous production; others,
that it is the work of an iusect ; and others, that it
is propogated by inoculation, in a similar manner
that infectious diseascs are communicated to the
animal creation but the real nature, origin, and
habits of the disorder has hithorto cluded the re-
searches of the most scientific inquirers of all na-
tions ; and, therefore, it would be presumptuous in
us to be positive upon a matter in which there ap-
pears so much mystery involved. On one puint,
however, we feel certain, namely—that the remedy
is most casy, and if it were generally adopted, a
single smut-ball would not be raised where there
are bushels grown under the old slovenly system

i
x

of preparing the sced. In every neighborhoed
theie are more or less careful farmers, who seldom,
if ever, have their wheat crops infected with this
diseasc ; from such farmers, seed should be pro-
cured ; and, independent of its being good and free
from discase, it should be steeped in n solution of
stale urine and water, or a brine made of salt and
water, sutliciently strong to buoy up an egg. The
liquid in the tub should be a few inches higher
than the grain, so as to allow it to be stirred, in or-
der to bring all the light grains to the surface,
from whence they are to be skimmed off; so long
as they continue to rise. If baskets, with handles,
were usel, to immerse the wheat in the tabs, it
could be convenicntly taken out and drained. The
sced should be lefl in the steep about two hours,
aiter which it should be drained, and spread thinly
on the floor of the granary, which should be well
sprinkled with sifted quick-lime, fresh from the
kiln, aad which had been recently slaked with a
small portion of liquor.  About half a peck of lime
is sufficient for a bushel of wheat, and it should be
carefully mixed, in order that every grain may he
completely coated. It may sometimes happen that
sced entirely free from smut cannot be procured,
but when instances of this kind occur, a solution
of one pound of blue vitriol to eight quarts of wa-
ter should be applicd, when quite hot, to three
bushels of wheat, and the whole should be fre-
quently stirred, and dried with lime. Sulphate of
copper, in the proportion of five pounds to three
bushels of wheat, is frequently used with good suc-
cess; it should be dissolved in a sufficiant quantity
of water to cover the sced. After being repeatedly
stirred, and cleared of light grains, it should be
suffered to remain in the liquid about four hours,,
and then dried in lime, as mentioned above,

Various other preparations of vitriol, nitre, sul-
phur, arsenic, &c., may be used, with a probable
certainty of success; but, instead of trying need-
less preparations, it would be decidedly better to
procure sced free from the disease, and steep itin
stale urine or brine, and apply lime, as previously
directed. .

By carefully preparing the seed, and by practis-
ing alinost absolute cleanliness in the operation, the
discase of smut, so detrimental to the farmers’ pro-
fits, may be wholly avoided.

Renovive Cuare rFroM Avnars’ Eyvms—I
send you the foliowing description of an casy way
to remove chaffor sunilar substances from an ani-
mal'seye. Procure a sinall quantity of honey, and
the animal’s head held fast, upon the eve with the
thumb and finzer of one hand, dip the fore-finger
of the other in the honey, taking up as much as

vill stick upon the end of it, and holding it near the
eve, give ita sudden streke so as to hit the chafl
with the honey on your finger, to which the chaff
will stick, and thus be drawnout.  If you do not hit
atfirst, try again. The reason of giving a sudden
stroke is, to hit it before the animal can shut or
roll the eye, as it will do if you attempt to touch it
in a slow manner.

The above remcdy at the suggestion of a
ncighbor, I tried on asteer’s eyc that had an oat
chafTin it for a week, and was inflamed so much
as to be totally blind, yet the chaff came out onmy
finger, and the eye was wellin a few weeks. I
have tried it since with like success. A dry oat-
chaff’ spread on a moist eyeball, will stick so that
the animal cannot get it out, and when moistcned
by the eye-lid, willnot be seen without a close ex-
amination, yet it will destroy the eye if not re-
moved.




