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THRE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

PREACHING AND PASTORAL
VISUI'ATION.

We had begun 1o pen a short article on the
fatter of these most important ministerial duties,
before secing a volumne of Sermons for Subbath
cvenings, by ministess of the Free Church of Scot-
land. “Tlhiese sermons, by sotue of her ablest 1un-
imers areadmirable, and the introductory resuatks
Ly Hugh Miller, Editor of the Ldinburgh 75t.
ness, are well wonthy of the place shey occupy.—
From these remarks we have selected a few para-
grephs, not calculated to undersate pastoral visita-
tion, but to prevent preaching from being undes-
rated, by being put upon a par with visiting, “The
true doctrine, we apprehiend, is, that whilethe one
is done the other should not be left undone,

“There is one special error regarding this the
most important portion of her praper work—the
preaching of the Word—to which 1t may be well
o adsest. It has become much the fashion of the
time—most unthinkingly, surely—to speak of
preaching as not the paramount, but mercly one
of the subsidiary dutics of a clergyman, “ Heis
pot a man of much pulpit-preparation,” it has be-
come customary to remark of some minister, at
feast liked, if not admired, *but he is diligent in
visitingandinJookingafier hisschoole; andpreach-
jagisin reality but a small part of & minisier’s
doty. Orin the event of a vacancy, the flock
fooking out for a pastor are apt cnough to say:
« Our jast ministes was aa accomplished pulpit
man ; but what we at present want is & man scd-
ulous in visitiug, for preacliog is in rcality buta
small part of a minister’s duty.” Nay ministers
—ecspecis)’y ministers of but a few twelve-moaths®
standing—have themselzes, in some cascs, caught
up the remark, asif it embodied & sclf-cvident
trurh ; and while they dare tell, not without sclf-
complacency, that their discourses—ilings written
at a short sitting, if written at ali—caost than but
liske trouble, they add forther, as if by way of
apology, that they are, however, * much ozcupied
otherwise, aud that preaching is in reality huta
saall part of a minister’sduty.”  We have some-
times felt inclined 10 assure these latter persone
ages, in reply, that they might a liule improve
the matter, just Ly making preaching no part of
their duty at all.  Bot where, weask, is it tanght,
cither by God in Lis Word, or by the Chusch in
her Standards, that preaching is mezely one of the
minor datics of the minisicr, or indeed otlier than
his first and greatestdny 1 Not, centaialy,in the
New Testament, for there it has invariably the
paramount place assigned 10 it ;—as certainly not
in our Standards, for in them the emphads is “es.
pecially® 1aid on « the preaching of the Word”
23 God's most * effcctual means™ of eanverting
siancrs.  If it be a wrmth that preaching is but
companatively a sninor part of a minister’s daty,
it is certainly neither 2 Scriptcre nor a Shoz-
ter Catechinn truth; and lest it should Le not
only not a truth at all, but even 7ot an innocuocs
wntruth, we think all who ho!d it would do wcli
10 caquirc how they have come by it
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No apology whatever, ocght 10 be sagtained for
§ pulpit poeparation; nay, practically at
Ieast, no ajulegy whatever, has, or will be sus.
tained for . It isno tauseal thing 10 xcca
charch preached canpty.  There have been ezscs
of single clesgymen, preat in beir way, who have
emptied four in miccemdon ; for peeple neither
ought nor will mis-spend their Sablaths in doziag
under scinans to which no offont of attention,
however honestly anad€, enables them to liszen
and what happens 1o single congregations, may
weeli happen to a whole coclesiasticst body, shoald
its general myle of preaching KNl below the oxia.
jag & ccntainly, we know nothing
more likeiy 1o prolees socha resalt, than the false
and dargeroes opinion, that jeeacking it compa-.

ratively & small part of a minister’s duty. Itis | ted, wathseference to atleast one remarkable man

super-eminently dangerous for one to formn awean
estimate of one's work, unless it be the wuth of 2
vature low and menial indeed. ¢ No man,” #aid
Johnson, +* ever did unything well to wiuch he

that he did not it Ins flock quite 50 often as was
desirable—many of the comptamants’ sole 1dea of
o fnesternat visit, means ile, beng simply that o
was 2 Jong exordim of agreeable gosup, with a

did not give the whole bent of hus mind.”  1tas | hopt 1lepacee of prayer stuck on toits lunder end

this low sstimate—:lus want of 2 high standard in
the mind—ihat leads some of our young tmun to
boast of the facity with which they compuse
their sermons—a boast abike derogatory to the
literary taste and knowledge and to the Christian
character of himwho wakes it.  $asy to compose
asermon?! casy 10 compaze what, when written,
cannot be vead, and what, when preached, cannot
be Jistened to. We believe it; for, in cases of this
kind, the case is all on the part of the autkor.—
We believe funther, we would fain say to the
boaster, that you, and such as you, could scuttle
and sink the Free Chureh with amazingly liule
trouble to yourselves!  But is it casy, think you,
to suature such thoughts as Butler matured 1 and
yet these were embodied in sernons.  1sit casy,
think you, to convey,in language exquisite as that
of Robert Hall, sentitncnts as refined,and iinagery
as classic as his? and yet Hall's noblest composi-
tions weresenmons.  Is it casy, think you, to pro-
duce & philosophic poem, the ozt sublime and
expansive of any age or country 2 and yet such is
the true character of the Astronamical Scrnons of
Chalmers.  Or is that spirituality which impresses
and siksinto the heartof a peopic,independenly
at times of thought of large calibre, or the polish
of & fine literary taste, a thing casily incorporated
into th~ tissue of a lengthened sennonl  Think
you, did Maclauren’s well known « Sermon on the
Cross™ cost himlittle tionble, or the not less noble
senmon of Sir Matthew Hale,on ¢ Christ and Him
crucified 1" Look, we besecch you, to your New
Testatnents, and see if there be aught slovenly in
the style, or loose and pointless it the thinking, of
the modelsermons given you there. The discourse
addressed by our Saviour from the Mount to the
peeple, wasa sermon ; o wasalso the magaificent
addeess of Paul 16 the Athemans, where he chose
as hiis text, tue inscription on ane of their altars—
“ To the unknown God” There may be a prac-
tical and most mischievous heterodoxy embodicd
in the preacher’s idea of scnmons, as certainly as
tre may embody a heterodoxy theozetic and doce
trinal in the sermons shemsclves.
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“The press, not less formidabie now than ever,
is an old antagonist; but with allits appliances
and powers, it fzcked the chammof the living veice.
“That peculiarchams, hiowever, the new combatant
poscesses.  The pulpit, inct by its own weapons
andin its own ficld, will have 1023 certainty to
measure its streagth against it 5 and the standard
of pulpitaccomplishmentand of theological edeaas
tion, instead of being lowesed, must inconseguence
be greatly elevated. The Chivich of this country,
which. in the catlicr periods of hier hustary, when
John Knox was ker leader and Geosge Iluchanan
the moderator of her Geaeral Assembiy, stood far
in advance of the age in popular cloguence, solid
learning, 3ad elemant accornplichment, and which,
in the persea of Chialmiers, i our owa days, was
vesied in the more advanced views and the more
profound policy of 3 fall contury hience, must not
te suffered 1o lagbehind theage now. Herttoops
must not be pezmitted to fall into confusion, and
to usc as amms the rude unsightly Bladzcons of an
uataught and uadisciplined meb, wkea the caciny
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glitteriaz in hamess, and far d witk wea;

—une have strongly teft how nmensely bette, .t
was that the assembled comgreganon should eioy
cuch year fifty-two Sabbaths of therr mnster at
Iis best, than that the wone of s pulpat sepvices
should be lowered, i arder that each individual
amonyg them naght enjoy two wstead of one yearly
half-hours of bt apagt,  And yet such, very
nearly, was the true statetent of the case. We
fully recognize theimportance, 1 1ts own subordi
nate place, of mimsterial viatation, especislly
when cenducted—a circumstunce, however, which
sometinies lowersits pepulanty—asit ought to be,
ut it must not be asstgned that prominent place
denied 10 it by our Standurds, and wluch the
Word of God utterly fails to sarction. It is,
though an important, sull 2 sinor duty : and the
Free Chureh tuust 5ot be sacrificed to the un-
grounded sdea that it occupies a level as high, or
even nearly as dugh as * the preaching of the
Word.” )
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A COMMON ERROR.

Duning avery wamm harvest day, while a strong,
healthy young man was sweating at his work in
the licld, lie noticed the minister pasing 1o uake
one of his visits to asick parisjuones, “I'lie youne
man stopped his work, and wiping lis brow ex-
claimed, * well, I wiah I had the samic casy time
of it, ahich tha. man lias,” and then resuming his
work, proceeded no doubt in brooding over the
crroncous idea expressed in his ignorant and un-
charitalile exclamation. ‘This is a very” comson
impression amongst shat class of the communuty
who are unaccusiomed 1o continuous mensal cffort.
“They litile think the ministers’ labour is not o
wuch in the pulpit ac in the stody—not so much
in public as in private and in secrei, and wlien
thicre is no ¢ac conscious of it but fiimself, except
God “ who sccth in zecret™  The following ex-
tract from a popular American weiter on this sube
jeet, is well worthy of connderation :—

* Jt 35 iinpossidle for any man to be a student
without endangering his health.  Man was made
10 bic active.  “The hunter who roams through the
forest, or climbs thic rocks of the Alps, is ske mnan
who ia hardy, and in the most perfect health.—
The sailor, who has been roched by 2 thonsand
stonus, and who lbuure day and night,is a handy
man, ualess dissipation has broken his cnnstitu-
tion. Any nan of active babits is Iikely 1o enjoy
good healih, if ke docs not 100 frequently over-
excrt Jumscif. Buat the stadent's habits are all
unnateral 3 sad by thom natare is continmlly
craaped and resinzined. ¢ Mea err in nothing
more than in the csimate which they make of
haman labour.  The heso of the wosldis theman
that makesa lusile,—the man that makes the
road smehe tnder his chaise-and-four,~the man
that gaises 2 dust about L —ihe man that rava-
fes of devastates ampires! But wiat is the real
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keea of tenper and sharpof cdge, is beaaring down
upon them in compact phalanx.

W2 kzow what it is tehiave sat foranany yeare
uader minisiers, who, pesscssed of great popalar
wslent, and high powers of agiginal thovaks, pave
much time and labosr 1o palpa preparation. We
krow how great a prisilege it is to have 10 look
forwazd to the nnnisimtions of the Sabhath, nazas
wearniaess which, simply as 2 matter of daty, were
10 be cndored, but as exquisite feasts, spiriteal and
intcllecunl, which wese 10 be zreasly relished and

cnjoved.  And when hearing it sometinics regrete

hour of thie man, compared with that of 2 dlent
sufferer?  He Iives oa his projecis; he encoun-
ters, pethiape, 1eagh susde, incummodicus inns,
tad food, stozms zud pesiis, weary days and sleep-
less mzhits; bat what arethesel  His projec, biw
poiat,thethmgthathaslaud hold oahisheart, glory,
2 nazac, consequence, picarure, wealthethese ren-
Jer she mas catlous 1o the pams and efforts of the
body. I liave been an both gtates, and thescfore
understand them ; and 1 know that men form
this falee estimate.  Besdes, ahere is something
in bastle, and stir, and activity, sthatscpporss itaclf.
At one eriod, § presched and 1cad fise times on



