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FTHE IRISH KOYAL COM.
MISSION ON AGRIOUL-

S TURE.

Teo preliminary report of the Royal

b wafeston appolated to loquire toto

19 causo ¢f agticultural depression in

Trelaud %as been latd betore Patllament,

i bs Commissione:s repog that they
ommenced thelr work In the county
of Kerry, in Beptermber last. In the
Bprorecution of  thefr  labours  they
teavelled several thoas nd rolies through
bcoooties in ench of the four Peovinoes of
tbe country, visited bundreds ot farms
&4 had personal laterviows with landed
propristors, Jandlords' sgents, farmars,
merchante, tradets, laboursre—io fact
ith all from whom they could galo any
nformaation connected with the objects
{ tbelr loquidde . After relerziog to the
prevalling Cistross which oame under
belr oLeetvation whoo they commenced
bric labours, the Commimioners say
bat the talce told them by the small
atmere of thelr Jodeltedness seemed oo
sczedible they resolved to fest the
aibfaloeas of the representaiions made
by wakiog foqulry of the shophespers,
4oen mocount Looks wers eanmined,
bereanlt wan, thet In & few inetances
U was found that the sum wes under
ted, whileln no case were they able
0 dotect wilful exaggeration, In thls
onection the Commlisslooers remark:
Thie may seam stranges to many Intel.
pLent renoue whoes knowlsdge of the
th poople has been derlred frown Leare
7 Wobave been foroed to conclude,
P actual knowledes and obectvation,
t fxo have takea the trouble to
qoize & thoveegn kuowledge of the
® fesllags and wanta of the amall
R ers, who form 20 notables & icter in
political and soclal coaditlon of the
olry,® The Commismiovers bear
ling tstimony to the kiodly recep-
A which they met with at tbe bands
n® pacple, to whom they told frank.
id plalaly the objest of their mis-
- They remark that the fact of thele
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bating boon sent by Parliament and tye
Governmont (o the homes of thn peoplv

to pacertaln their resl condition sesmed

to Insplre new hopes and pew mspifa.

tione I (ke minds of tnany. This ls a

guatlfylog statement, Lo view of the tact

that somo of tha agltators endeavoured

ta leducy tho puople 10 glre the Com-

mluloners no Information, end en.

doavourod by a)t the means lo thelr

powst Lo throw hindrances In the Com.

misslonery’ way. In many places In the
Houth asd West the Comwmissloness say

thoy discovared that tho real condltion

of the small farmers la utkoowa to the

lazdlords or their sgente.  Of 1he cradit
system the Commissioners say that when
it commenced it was cuslomary to pay
the debls monitacted after hacvest. In
good years ctedit was freely given not
ooly for meal and flour bLat for clothes
sud other articles. A sucosssfon of bad
bintvests prevented them from parlog up
thelr accounts regularly, o thls way
debte accumulated until many of the
smoall farmers bad come to owo to the
sbopkoepers and othere four, five, #lx,
sud cven ten tirses the amount of thele
sonusl rent. lo many caves, tey the
Commluloners, an usurlens rate of fo-
terest bas boon ¢harged, Thoy obiained
the most conclusive evidenco that the
banks geterally charged on swall farm-
ore’ bills, which are umally for ewmail
suma, L0 por coot, per anuuiz  Prizate
mouey-lenderd, whe aze sumarons in re-
mote dlelticts, snd make sdvances to
smatl farmers and cotters, chargs &
stil] higher rats of Intervst, The Nom-
missloners refer In strony «ondemastory
terrs to what 1a the Province of Con

saught la oslled the #goombesa”—s
word which they remark fn & foot note
scems (o be {udigenous in that Provinoe
~~gystam, which they polut oul preases
with great severity on the unfortunate
people, ‘Lo lllastrate the eystem thoy
furnleh the following facts coonected
wilh thelr examisation of the books end
papers ot a person who practiesd it o
one of the amall towns 01 the weet, the
cotitie of st octetslve farming distzict.
At tbe time of the Commimioters’ In-
spestion the geutleman (a question Lad
wme 500 J O ' . . £1 190, 11d. sach,
that sum belr 2 v sed upon to ecable him
to obtaln docre . from the petty semions
in thelown, Basing thelr calculstions
oa Lis own statemout, the rate of in'.1-
ast be charged was $3} per ceat, per
annum. fle kept a whiskey s . yrocory
shop, fn which the poor peupl.  vre to-
daoed, by bis gentle pressurs, L3 buy at
hls own prices. While one of the Com-
malssionsrs wag examtniog the bonks the
| other countet a sheaf of decrees ready
for executlon, and they numbered 103.
This person bad often lent fu this way
L£100 per week, For the theee or four
montbs before the time of the Commie-
sioneny’ vlelt, owing to the depression,
his advanons have been oconfined to &
select fow, 15 all onses he roquired it
I O U's to be backed by at least cne
surely, and gevorally by two suretied.
14 {s poloted ont that the cost of & de-
cree whea there are two surolied, and the
dlstasos over tour miles, is as follows :—
Your forms, a3 8}d. each, 26 1d.; sarv-
ing thres, the original Lelng endorsed
and kept, 3s 0d.; eatering by clerk, la
0d.; total, ds. 1d, or about 10 per cent,
on tbe amount of the bill. When acase
comes before the Maglstrates they allow
only 8s. Tbe forthee Joss on the pur-
chases mads at the timse of the losn and
the cost of ‘treating” which takes
place oomnectad with tho loans are
alluded to by the Commissionera ns ad-
ditjonal evils of the “goombusn*

aystem. 1aving contrasted the opers.
tions of a sound aystem of credit wiik
the foivgolag, and bati. g alludod to the
sction of laudlords In redecing rcots
aad the conseqnent effact, the Comtnls-
slocers desl with twa distinct phases of
the agricaltucal Interesd ln Ireland.

They mY:

gratlers who will euf<¢ {rom the prerent
agrisulturnl depression ia ti'y came way a4
the largs tarmere and grazler of Bogland;
aod, seoaodly, the souslt farmiees of Irsland,
o the condltion of whom It Ls wecersary for
ustodwell. ftis o facttoo oftes everiooked
that whilein EBoglend he derslopment of
maoufeetarior louustry and of trade and
comusres, a2d the correspondiog ~rawth of
wasllh, tod te the consolidation of holdings
asd (o thy extiaetion of the o'3 yecinnn clade,
the  vantl of manufestatioe  Iodustey
In Irelsnd led to a process of awbe
2ivinon of Lollloae, so that we Bad
the sverage restal of lean Ade agre
sulturai boldloge fa Esgland ¢ uprands of
Sretimes groaterthan In [reland. Dut the
averag) do mot aive anm adequate 1des of tbe
relatire stats of aflales ln the twocoustries
Ia Ragland, secordlog to Mr. Caltd, OB,
one of the Bigheot sathorities, the reveune
frota the 1aad Is only ose-seventh of what i
{e from all othes sources ; while in Irelsad
ftforms one-half of the whele. Dut these
figures feil to represent the cxcsssive sube
divleloa of the land ja many patts of Jrelasd.
Acoordlng 10 the st census wa had thea
{o the countty 8020 boldiess, of which
1hate were '~

Not excoadlon 1asre. . . e
Abovel aod not excasdiog Saeres.... 740
L " 13- L ITL .
“13 " X" IMGT
433,207

Abora Dacres ...... PP £ 5 1 (]

602,5%0

This tabl>s shows thatws hed upwards of
400,000 boldis «o wader X nerss, whish In Kog-
lasd would be ceseldered amuall farmse. We
had elose #2 X000 ot one of which exceedn
13 norea, andupwards of 122000 pot one ol
whlch ezceeds 5 aeress If we lake tbe
Government valuation as & stasderd we fog
there are wpwards of 200000 holdlogs {a [re-
snd undet & valuation.and therearo upwards
6£12¢,000 wwte betwesn U and 18 valuntios,
Kvea thess faures will sot adequately repre-
sonl the statsol thecase. Qo ¢ae sdtate ln
Coveanght whish we had ivislted there are
390 taaants, acl One of whom pays s mush
st ilsyoarrest. On apether satate in the
same sounty Lbo aversge rental fo about W
pertenant. In that sounty there are 19,000
holdiogs under { valustions, In the County
Dosegal there are 17009, sad )a the County
Qelway saosther 17,000 of the same clase.”
‘Che Commissinaers present s aad pic-
far the coodition of some of the
pev o« realding on taees small holdinge,
They vislted bundreds of them, svd so
deplorabley was the condivlon of the
people that they Ipforrz the Lend
Lisutenant, 1o whom thel. report fs
addressed, tbat thay are uoable to de
sctibe §t 1u & way which would enable
Iis Qrece to fally realixe it, To those
unacqualnted with the actusl ststo of
affalrs lo the poorer districts of Ireland
the tfollowjng statement of the Come
mleloners mey seem fnrredibls, Lut it 12
usvertheloss, abeclutely cotrect :
—s[n several otber dwelllngs In
County Mayo we have fuuad the man-
ure in the middle uf the solitary apart.
ment.” It lenot an upoommon aight
to sow the animale cocupying the same
apatimest with its owners. * The land.”
the Commisslonors say, !s wretehadly
faumed, Iodeed the agricoltaral prace
tioes 1n Tamote districta and the social
wodition of the peopls are as low e
thpy oonld posmbly be* It 58 poleted
out that the recent consus returas ruake
& rotura of 183,675 mud ombing with
ooly oae spartment, sod thees occuplied
by 211,319 familisal Tho almple an.
noyncemént of this fact will Le sufl.
clont to cause the readez to cunisliats
for bimself what a disgustiog state of
aBulrs must be the consequetioe of soch
adeplaable arrsngpment. Attor polant.
fog out the dificultles coneected with
large numbers of pecachs attempting to
1ivo on the products of small farms, the
Commissopers state that {a ‘s the inland
stanllofarm dlstricts of Connanght and
patts of Ulstar & very largs numuer of
the sreall tarmert have made It & prac.
tioe to ro to Englaod as labourers every
year. They bars come bck and pald
thelr rent and even ahop debts with the
moasy thus earnel ; bat owlog to the
depreasion, Yery faw ol thess wers alle
tosave anytbingln Ragland last yeer.
Theto are otbet points la the report to
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UNITED STATES.
It is gencrally oonceded that tho

rogilsh poople aro the greatest 'y
drinkers In the world,
can  nelghbours
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aridonco of the program
msy bestatod that durin w
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“Fiest, there are the large farmers aed | TIIE 1;[-:!5.11 _TR.'\DE IN THE!stences should be v ry unosoal which

would warrant its toleration. I'atole
catrying 1o peculinzly an Amerlosn
practice, anif we rogret (0 say thata large
number of our young raen who aro fond
of imitating forelguers ase ‘ollowing the
ezample ot them oa the otberslde ofehe
Mne. The platol-porket [ bocoming se
oommion Ad the watch.pocket, and draw-
fag & pintnl od the sligl:test provooation
Is becomipg unplesssoily froquent in
this counlry., We should like to sce the
practics suppressed by the atrong bacd
of the jaw,

rols; the numbet of La)

the yoar ¢nding 301h Mir
11,123,060, a0 facrease 't {37343 in
the short spaca of five yege, Whilos
rajocity of the Jtates ahow a ateudy .n.
creass of consumption of beet dutlpg the
year 2ndiog 20th day laat over the pre

teached

abother that be desired to protect blm.

salf. Alsnotber store taenty-Svo sald
they wished to celebmtsy’ two to protect ten yoars showe anaggregato for the flrat
five yomiy of $2,600,767,939 and for thy

roperty, two to protect themselves, and
properts, P luat firo of €3,745.738,3%8—an locconse

one to have a weapoa 'in the house.'
At another, one man wanted to sell the fur tho latter perlod ovor tho former of
revolver agaln, one to defend himeell,
and bine (o protect themselves, At
stother stole, & ravolrer wag purcliaged
for & 'prencat,’ aud thres for tha'Fourth '
One Jealor, who bas kepta rogistey alnoe
May 17, bat sold Qiteen revolvers 1o
pecple who wanted thewm for ‘fup,” and
twenty Lo men for protoclive purpoded ™ | salary betwoan £15 and £109;
1t i3 certatnly doslrable that the practice |t
of carrying revclvers shoold be

viguc year, adimloutiou ot the nutber
of batrels sold 1s repocted from others

The Bistes |0 which the numbet of bars
rels dispose] of sbow & decroase are:
Alsbawma, 4 1o 1881 azulagt 80 in 1880.
Atkageas, potte In 1881 agalost 37 lo
1880; Goeongla, 0.82G Ia (3e]l aqalost
11,7200 1380 ; Kuosas 18,828 In 1881
againat 32,438 in 1880; Loufelans, 51,832
In 1881 sgainst 67,352 In 1840 ; Nevada,
13,082 1a 1880 againet 13,,35 1n 1880,
totth Caroline, 19 o 1881 axninst 90 in
1680 Texas, 2,070 lu 1881 against
5,012 10 1880, 1u Florida, Maine, Mis-
sissippl aod Vermoat no sales were ro-
ported in either year, [n the otber
Btates, not named, thers was az jocreass
of sales in 1831 over the ra'es of 1240,
The total pumberof bartels sold 1o 1889
was 12,800,000 ln 188), the number {e-
creased to [4,12546G. Iu the lrading
clisos thete was astesdy locroase In 1891
orer 1880, 1. would be Interesting o
koow to what extstt the {pctensed con.
sumption of beer hat Jecransed the cop.
sumptior of strongor liqaora, or If it bas
Jecrossed [t all.

—————r—

DEADLY WEAPON
LATION,

On the first of July therw weat Into
operation fn the State of Iliinois aa Act
of the Jast srwsion of the Leglalature
regulating the sale of deadly weapons.
Tbe Act requires dealors to keep a
reglstey of all eold or glven away, tuls
register to contain the number of the
weapon, to whom it waseold or given, the
age ot the putchaser, tbe kind and Jescrip.
tlon of the weapon, for what parposo It
was purchassd or nblalned, and the
prics. The peoalty for failure to keep
such reglater [s & fice of not less thn
$2% por more thao $200. Itls polniwd
out, kowever, tuat the law s of no
practival valae, benatuse tbe dealsr 1o not
atliberty todemaud ofs purchasar thathe
prove Lis {dentity atd show that he Is
pot glvlog a fictitions pame. A Chicago
reporter gives the following amony other
slatoraensts a8 the result of & vialt to
dealers 1o fire.arms, Deatly all of whom
doclareu the law 10 be lmprecticable:

LEGIS.

which we may refo agaia.
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UNRLIERD STA'I:F-S COMMERCE.
¥rom an exchapgs we gatber the fol-
lowing facts ¢b..otod with the com.
maerce of the United States for the year
ending 30th Juoe last: «The tulal
ralus of experts of domeatio productions
3203,868,105, and of foreign merchandlso

exportad $18,151,394, making an aggre.

gato of exports for the your $902,319,.
413—a Iarge jncreass over tho previous
year. The value o! foreign {mports waa
$841.592219, belng $25,500,000 less than
for the yosr ended Juzo 30, 1880. Our
exceas of oxports uver importe for the
yaat yoar was $250,126,2%4. From 1880
to 1375 the imports of the Unlied States
were annually lo excoms of the exportts,
but for the sulsequent years theso was
a [arge excess of oxports over [mports,
Tuls excess of Lalances o favour of the
United Blatos »since 1378 agprogates
$1,180081,641. The excens for all the
prior years to 1860 inclusive was
sgattst us, and aguregeted $1,193800,-
083. Durlng the past year the countey
exported of allver and gold $19,408,047
and toported $110,818,497~sbowing
excens of lmpotta of $91,168,630, againgt
an cxcess toe previcas yeat of $75401,.
391. From 1860 to 1819, wlth the single
exception of 1881, there was & large ox.
cesn caclt your of goly exported orver fm.
[orte.  Asevidencr ot 1he rapid growth
of the commerce of tho United Yiates, it
tazy Le polnted ott that In 1821 the
country cxpotted meichandise to the
value of $142,820,178, and fur 1881 the
value reached $902,318,413—sbowing
tho oxport trade to have more than
doubled In tho last ten years. Tbe ag-
gregate value of fureign impotls Into the
United Htates In 1871 was $320,22%,684,
and In )81 $642,593,219. Tbhe Jowest
valuo of Impotts for any year within the
Taat ten was for 1818=$437,051,832. In
1813 the value of Imports was abc ut the
same as for the past yoar. Thoec * Jutes
evjdently Indicate the growth of Loma
maunufacturet; for, notwitbsanding the
heavy [acroase n population the last ten

years, the wante of tho poepls have buen
supplled not only withoul apy matesial
facroase of forelgn productions, tut by
diminished lmpocta,
valuo of each year's Imports Jor the past
ten years, by which It will bo seen that
the first five yoars aggregatod $2,920,.
984,235, and the last five $2,064,300,398
—a decreass of $183,183,857.

We append the

Turonte—=1872 to 19}

“Atone stors, be sayh whoto frve re.| NP gl iGn o PUan,
volvecs lad besa eold elaoe the Jet last, (153 .- g.k;t.guﬁg :R 3{,’%%
the pucchasers fn three fnstanoes gave|1313..... SDOGA|180..... ®186i74
‘Fourth of July® as the reason fot boylog | 18 -+ - ¥RTILIN] Tl ..., 620029
Oow sald be wanted to kill ballfrogs, and | Totals 2%95imd 2414.700,58

A similar compatison of the export
rade of tho United Btates for the past

$1,138,990,628.

Tue repott 0! the Commities of the

Conoell of Kdocution shiowe that ont of

2,98) certified teachers In England 133

are In receipt ot a salary Lelow L£30 per
sonum; 1.391 have & ealary m.f.'.
butween L£30 and £18; 4166 whb

18 Dbe.

weonn £100 aud L130; 1,711 between

£150 apd £200; 634 betwosn £100 and
SSP-1 £150; 132 between £150 asd £300;
pressed. Under ordinary circutmstances | and 137 have an locome of £330 sod op.

it cangot b fastified, and the clreum.|warde
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