
TRE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

rîrtes,-coit di Lions ihici both Protestant and Roman
Catirulic niembers of two successive administrations,
fcît to betho mnost easyand jueton which anypersons
could be aiiowed exemption frein wbat is common to
ail claQses of their féliow subjeets. Thtis tivclfth

section of the Separate, School Act is as it was pre-
of the administration, and ivas txcepted by tic
parties conccrned without the slightest objection or
besitatien ; but within a fewv menths past episcopal
conîmands have been issucd for iLs repeal 1 The
second and principal section of the bill required to he
pasýcd by the legisiature, (and for net veting for
whbich this session, episcopal denunciatiens have
been oflicially prenounced againat several members
oi the legisiature), is as fioliows

INotwithstanding any Lbing in the abeve namned
(Separate Schooi) Act, or in any Scireol Act or
Acts to the contrary, every persen paying rates,
whether as a preurieter or tenant, ivbo, when requir-
cd to pay his school taxes or rates, shal' present to
the coliector a certificate in dupticate from, tie
secretary-treasurer of' the trustees, or any board of
trustees of any Roman Catholic separate scbool or
schools, that lie bas paid ail achool rates or taxes
required by such trustees or board for tbe Lien cur-
reut year, shall be cxemptedl froin tire payment ef ail]
rates or taxes imposed for tic building or support of
common achools, or cominon school libraries, for the
saine year ; anti il siail be tic dnty ef such collector
to retain one of tic above namned certifioaitzs, and
sige bis naie to Lie otier to be returned by bum, to
tic rate payer."

This section se imperieusiy demanded, but so
w!'oily inadmissible in principle and detail, contains
extraordinary provisions.

IL reliev'es trustees of separate schools froin impos-
irtg ýchoo rates V iseives for their sebools, imposes
opon tire mnricipalitý tie obligation of lcr'ying rates
for separate schools, tic saine as for publie sebools-
an obligation whicb is imposed exclusively upon tic
trustees of Ildisseritient " sehools in Lower Canada
-80 mucb se that even the power (ivere iL disposed
te exercise ilt) to levy rates for tic support of dis-
sentient schools in Lower Canada is talien froin the
aiunicipahitv.

I t invests the secretary-Lrcasurer of any separate
scieul corporation witi the enormous arrd unheard
ef power of iatcrpesing between a municipal council,
and te collection of ail scisool ..ates levied by it, and
ef cxempting every rate-payer of every reiigioats per-
suasidn troi paymient of sciool rates ; and tus lic
tan do by a variety etfnîcans, and throughout ail
Upper Canada, and tirat without the slightcst re-
striction, thc sligitest liability te any penalty what-
ever, but %vith absolute, imprrnity. To one rate-payer
hoecan say, IlIf you ivili pay two thirds, or one irtîf,
or one quarter as mucli to support the separate
stbool or scbools, as the municipal council has taxed

* yeu te support the public sciools, 1 will give you a
lupl)iiate certificate of exemption." Ia this way a

bribe may be held ont te every ratrr-paycr to 4-upport
Eepurale scliol.s. But to those who would not; accept
ef this bribe, one of anothrer kind ceuid ho offered.
Tie secretary-treasurer, or his agent, niight -say te
tch rate-payer wvio mugit refuse, on any ternis, to
support a separate sebool, "lIf you do not wish to
pay any rate te support tie public scboois, I wili give
yen a certificate tiat yau have paid ail the rates
tat the Roman Cathulic; trustets recjuire yen to

pay for tic support of the separate scheel for tic
carrent year." In this wvay niight 9 bribe be lield
Out to every rate-payer, not to support tiecubi
schoule.

But apart frein Lie preceding censileratiens, sucli
a provision would put il; eut et tîte prower ut any
municipal et- w1 il, te lcvy any rate for te erection
or paymcnt of school premises or buildings, or for
the support ef public sebools, without lcvyirrg such
sure tor seitarate srbools as Lte trustees of such
achools aîay snccccd in divertingtrom those purposca,
by te poecr of ecclcsiastical autlrority and by a
tNvo-foldl systernoef bribery. Nor tould any trlstes
et public seltools levy and colleet any rate ;vhatever,
for the support et ticir scbeols, frein persoirs iwho
miglit be furnislicd with te said Ronman Catiolic;
'trustee certitteate of exemption. Nor vouild it be
possible for any municipal conacil to knoNv bov
mîrcb per peund it ivould be nccssary te levy in
order te, raise any suri or autos that, niglrt be re-
quired fer the support et public acheois, as iL could
net tell Nw bat ameunt migit; be obtained by triistees
et separate schois ; nor could trustees ot public
sebeols in any section, or town, or scheol division,
knoiv on whorn te levy suheol rates, as they would
bave ne ineans of knewing whîo iad obtaincd, or
'vie migit obtairt, a certificate et exemption lrein
tie adverse trusatees ef a Roman Catholic separate
sciool.

IL la perfectly clear, that sioîîld sncb a Bill beconie
law, there, wouid seon be un end et ioth free schuols
aend public scitools, and the frustees et Ronîan
Catholic, separate schools would possess a direct and
indirect power in ecd municipaiity fat greater titan
tiat et te municipal cotîncil and trustees et publie
scieuls together. Yet suci a Bhll intact is demandcd,
under tie pretext et placing the supporters et separ-
ate sehools un Upper Canada upon tic3 saine footing
witb tue supporters et dissentient scitoils in Lower
Canada i The mest vigerens attemtups are mnade te
terce sucir a Bill upon Upper Cainada agaitîst the
aimoat unanimons voice, et iLs representatives and
their censtituents ; and eccsiasticol penalties are
intiicted upon inembers frein Lewer Canada wiîo
ivill net vote fer this goes eutrage upon tic public
scheel systen, aend tire Municiplta, and P>rotestant,
and individual Rigits et tic pecople et Uliper
Canada i

Tic pressing et titis Bill is demandcd at tic next
session et thc Legialature. The saine influent whlich
bas been irought te bear upon menîbers et thc
Legialature, is excrted ever ect elector in ect
Ceunty, Riding, and Municipality. The issue oftthe
questien is ictère the Courntry ;iL is intposcd tîpon
it by tic autiorities et one religions persuasion. IL
crennet be evaed. IL ta, therefore, ivitit a view te
chia issue tiret I htave teit iL nîy duty tins te defend
our scinol law aend syst,,m frein tire attacks made
upon iL, and frein Lie efforL9 te destroy it-effurts
unprecedented in Lie annais et Canadian ltistory. Ine
tic eventtul issue et titis question, iL irnama te be
seen wheticr Lie people et Upper Canada arc Le be
under the ruie et ejiscepal circulars rend mandates,
or continue to, be a frce pcople-ihetier ticir oiwn
voice is te contrel legislatioît for thtemnsel"es, or
wiîetier legisîntien is te be torced upon thein frein
withot-wietinr ticir school systein vhtici bas
been establislred and tins frar matured witb se nioci
nnanimity and at se large an) expenditure et teir
labour rend meney, rend wiici eqnaliy proteuts rend
consulta tejust rigitsa rnd interaLa et ail secta arîd
parties, is te be subvertedi or perpetuted-wieticr
tie principie oftequal rigbts and privieges la te, be
rnaintained among ail claîsses and derteminatiens,
nnd rr aIl semblanco etf Cinrci and State union dis-
continîîed, or whetier tiret union in orte et iLs uvorat
forma is te be establisied, piacing ect Municipal
Ceuncil, caci corporation of public schools, eaci


