
INTERNATIONAL S.S. LESSONS.

Novexaibeir 25. MarkC 111: 22-35.
A very coimon errer amongreligieus

people is to attribute everything that
appears to be unfarniliar or outside thei r
ownV experience to the agency of the
devil. It wad the devil Who wva said to
have planted Buddhism, in Tibet to con-
fouud te faithf ul by its iderntitv Nivith
Christian fornis; it wvas the devil who
iîîspired Joan of A-re in lier prephecies
and patriot mission; it is the devil who.
according to Mr. Peinber, founded the
Theosophical inovemeni,; and it Nvas a
devil. though-It the scribes ef Jeriuealei,
which enabled Jesus te cast forth de-
nions. The geds of ether nations were
aiways devils to the Jews, and indeed tu
the modern Clîristians, and se Set, Seth,
or Satan, god of the Hittites, the saine
as Beelzebub, and Apollo, the Sun god
oi the Crreeks. and MAichael, the Arch-
angý,el of the Sun of the modern churcli
thougl ail the saie, are rarely se con-
sidered. Satan is a titie apphied to God
and bis lingels. but usually then tran.s
lated ffdversary. .1ee 1 Cjhron. xxi: ~
and 2 Sai. x.xiv: 1. Aise compare Zecli.
iii. 2, with, Jude. verse 9. -%hlere the
Lerd l-nd iMichael are identified. ,Tesus

mgltwell warn bis hearers net te
blaspheuie, or brin.- a railing aiccusa-
tion, w; ti:Wslatedl ini Jude, agaiuist the
IIoly Gliosi> Wý%e mure frequenrly re
ject tlanti entertain angels uîîawai'es.There is a streng inidicationi cf watthe
sin against the Iloly Gliost is, whiclî
nîlodernl seffefs mngtwell stndv ini Ili:
80 The relations cf the Yogi or ascetic
te the werld aire well exemplified iii the
lutter part of the lesison.

The connectien cf ,fesus w'ith his cou-
sin John is not clearlv explained in the
gospels, but wve learti frei other sources
that Jehn was initiated into the nwsrer-
ies ef the Essenes, that he taught their
doctrine. and baptised -%vith their bap-
tisui. The cereîneny is indeed spokien
ot as the baptisin ef Jolin, and Jesus
subuiitted te it as a disciple of the
nî"'s;tical brotherliood. As Buddha Jaad
donc' before, lie speaks of a sf111 greater
Bystemn than the Esseniau, probably thev
degenerated into the practice of the
11atlîa yoga. Those whü are lesser
smneng Rajahi yogis are greater tha the
greatt'st of the others. To the wor&d ut
large botiî schîos are -alike fer Nvhether
it is pipcdl te or ineumned with the
ivorld ntends net: the ,. 3cetie bas a
devil> and the Xessenger is a wine bib-

ber and uglutton. But wisdom(Sopha)
is justified by ail ber children. This
word Ilj ustified, " is the sanie used con
tinuallv ini the connection ef being jus-
tified by faith or by works. or being
mxade rigéhteous. as IRev. xxii.. il; er as
in verse 29 of the lesson. The descend-
ants of John's disciples stili exist in
Palestine.

Dexember 9. Likie viii: 4-5.
Only te the initiated is it given ta

know the mnysteries. It is the fashion
nowadays te dleny the existence et the
mysteries, and the exoteric, interpreta-
tion of the parables is accepted as the
last word of knowiedge. Jesus neyer
spekiE te, the uniuitiatetl of te nxysteries
ether than in parables, sea for instance
Mark iii: 2.3, where we are now told te
interpret literallv. There is an excel-
lent moral for alf in the ýiiîrable of the
sower. but for eue who lias been ut any
pains.te analyze bis nature, the astral,

1h kzainie, and the lower mana-sic
r. atures are wvell figured in the wayside,
the roe-1. and the thorns. In the career
of the occult life the four stages are
aIse well inarked.

Decciber 16. 3lattliew i., 5-16.
A typieal commission for all niesseng

ers is recorded. "Preach. saying, thci
kumsg,,di-in cf ixeaven is at band. Heal
the- sicir, cheaise the lepers. raise the
dead, cast eut demnons (eleuîentals).
Preely ye have received, freely give. "
One is frequently told that it costs se
niluch te go through college te be an
ordained nîinister that; one is entitied te
a stipend for te exhibition of one~s ac-
quireinents, and truly one gets ene's
inoiiey's wertiî. Jesus tells us thar, the
workinax is wevrthyv cf bis food, and Pani
that the laberer is worthy cf double
Jionor, but either our umodern social con-
ditions are wrong or these ideas are in-
censiderate. But let the true disciple
obey te comniand. Be wise aise as
serpents, eniblein cf the Masters or
Seer8, and harrnless %as doves, emblein of
the novice or probationary chela, un.
tauglit yet iii occuit arts. Thov Wh>
,%vilf net hearkeu, mxust endure theix
k-armna.

-The Theosephie Gleaner," ail the
way frein B3îiubay, India, bas a quaint
air dlue te little soiu.cisuis pardonable
enough in a fereigner. as, for instance,
"A Cýriticim Replied,"(nwee>
But te earnest thought arid effiritual

asiation that uxiglt e" expecied is evi-
dent on evecy page.
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