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The rage for aquaria lias somewhat subsided in the fashiionable
world; stili fashion reigns to a certain extent, and exerts an
influence even iii the zoological world. There lias been a fetrore
for sponges such as the beautiful Venus' rilower Basket (Euplec-
tella spcciosct), froui the Philippines, for no'velties in shelis or in
inseets, aud at fashion-able prices.

Ail are flot votaries of fashion,-thougb, in the minds of some,
the fiekie goddess inay fan some latent spark of' IlNature's fire"
into a Rlame. Wliile nquaria, iii coutless numbers, are hein-
sncrifieed by the auctioneer, the student of nature watehes with
intense, intcrest the various productions of animial and vegetable
life in his mninature flsh-pond, and secs, ivith admiration, their
perfect adaptation to, their place in the conomny of nature.

A well-known naturalist writes : IlThe graceful fish, the brilliaiet
reptiles, the shining insects, that people this rare world, whîlomn
herietically sealcd up from our yearning view, are now displayed
in thie aqunrium-sporting, feeding, slumbering-pursued and
pursuing,-leaping into life, and falling into dissolution,-ench
in its natural hiaunts, and yet «'all at home in tliese crystal
palaces.' '

The fresh water aquarium ivitli US, constructed and stocked on
scientifle principles, slîould represent faithfully a Oanadian pond
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