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THE APPLE-TREE OR TENT CATERPILLAR.—* John
Soules” will find an illustrated article on this subject
at page 237, of vol. I of THE CaNava FARMER.

Prux TREE Suckers.—Samuel Walker, of Deerhurst,
writes as follows :—* I have in my garden some plum
trees, which give me a great deal of annoyance, by
sending up & number of suckers. Ihave tried pull-
ing them up and cutting them off to no purpose.
‘Will you or some of your numerous correspondents
be kind enough to inform me how to remedy this
‘nufsance, and prevent other trees from doing the
same? I may add that the several varieties of grafted
plum are bearing & very abundant crop, while the
natural plum has entirely failed this year.

GRUBS AT THE R0oOTS OF STRAWBERRY PLANTS.—G.
B. Salter” writes as follows : “1I set out last spring
a number of strawberry plants, which for some weeks
afa exceedingly well, but all at once I noticed that
the leaves of nearly every plant was drooping and
dying. Upon an examination of the roots, I found
that numbers of the large white grub, known as the
potatoe grub, had eaten the fibres, and in some cases
the roots themselves. Can you inform me what I can
usé in the future to protect my plants from the grub?

-Ans.—We are of opinion that if you carefully
prepare the ground for your strawberry plants, by
thorough trenching to the depth of two feet, adding
a liberal supply of rich, well-rotted manure, and
afterwards reducing the soil to a fine tilth, you will
not be troubled with the grub.

HarommNg EXPERIENCE—“John Veteh,” of Brock-
ville, communicates the following :—*“In your issue

- of the 15th April, ‘G. H. M.’ of Paris, states that
small hens are best for setting, as they arenot 8o apt
to break the eggs: My experiénce this season is as
follows : I set & very large Brahma hen with 16 eggs.
She broke one while fighting with another hen, and

brought out 15 fine healthy chicks, and has not lost

one. I also set three of the smallest hens X could get
with the following results: One with 10 eggs, broke
6, and brought out 4 birds ; one with 9 broke 4, and
brought out 5 birds ; and the other with 10 broke 7,
and brought out 8 birds; which only makes 12
chickens for the three smaliest heps; and 15 for the
large hen. Informer years I have always had good
luck with my large hens.” -

Barasy PEAR TrEES.—On thig subject ¢ Merrimac,”
of Hope, writes as follows :— I think that the cause
of your correspondent, ‘Oscar’s’ pear trees being bar-
ren is in consequence of the soil being too dead, or
too rich, or the roots penetrating into the subsoil,
causing over-luxurianee trom a superabundance of
sap. Cuiting off the roots of irees has sometimes
been the means of causing them to bear fruit. Re-
moving the decayed, cracked bark from old trees, is
. said to have a good effect. The same end has been
obtained by removing annually a narrow portion of
the bark, which is termed “ ringing.” Inspring this
process is said to improve the quality and precocity
of the fruit. Ringing, when the blossoms are fully
expanded, produces a similar effect, by interrupting
the descent of the sap. Biripping off pieces of the
bark from stem and branohes checks luxuriance in
pear trees. Renewal of soil to the roota has often
been resorted to with success: where the soil is too
‘rich, & poorer kind may be substituted, and’ where
too poor, a richer. Bending down the branches has
also had the desired effact, and has been accounted
for bwits rotarding the flow of sap. A good and
judicious soil, on a firm, dry bottom, which will pre-
vent the roots from penetrating t60 deeply into the

~ subeoll, with plenty of light aggd air, and proper
pruning, is the only permanent and genéral mode of
inducing fraitfolness.” ' .

RuLEs For THE ProvINOIAL ProvuGEING MATCH.—
‘“ A Ploughman,” of Glanford, writes as follows :—
“1 wish to direct attention to the rules recently
adopted for governing the approaching Provin-
cial Ploughing Match. It is not my intention to
criticise, but merely to call attention to, and, if
possible get an explanation of No. 7, which, in my
estimation, detracts considerably from the merits of
a generally appropriate.and satisfactory set of rules.
Some portions of the rule referred to will be found
unintelligible to the majority of those interested.
This remark is particularly applicable to the ex-
pression : “no false cutting will be allowed.” Every
ploughman probably understands what is meant by
the technical term ¢cut”; but it is questionable
whether any ploughman or anybody else, after care-
fully perusing rule No. 7, could, consistently with
its terms, determine when any portion of the ¢ cut”
was false. My first impression was that the ¢ cutting”
would be considered true when the share and
coulter cut atrightangles to one another, and ¢ false”
when the share and coulter formed an acute angle ;
but on reading further, I found that interpretation
inconsistent with the concluding portion of the same
rule which allows of cutting at less than a right
angle. :

ANs.—We presume the clause in rule 7:—“no
false cutting will be allowed”’—means that the two
sides of the furrow slice must be of equal thickness
and perfectly parallel, so that if the slices were en-
tirely removed from a ploughed ridge, the under-
surface then exposed would not be saw-toothed, ag is
frequently the case, but quite level. The remaining
provisions of the rule are so obvious, that comment,
or explanation, is superfluous.

Che Ganada Sarmer,
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The Yield of 1865,

Now that the cereals are harvested and the root crops
alone remain to be heard from, a very natural curi-
osity is felt by everybody to know the results of the
farmers’ toil the present season, so far as they can
be ascertained. It is greatly to be regretted that
there are no means in operation for definitely arriv-
ing at the desired information, and one can hardly
belp giving way to a feeling of vexation at the
‘impossibility of getting in plain figures the produce
returns for the whole land at once. So much de-
pends on the success or failure of the crops, and
every description of business is so affected by the
agricultural prosperity of the country, that it is'a
pity we cannot have some method put in operation,
by which as early as possible, we can know the truth
regarding a matter 8o universally and so deeply
interesting. ' Last year the station-masters, along the
line of the Grand Trunk Railway, were instructed
%o report at headquarters, the crop returns in their
several neighbourhoods, as s guide with regard to
the freight requirements upon the road. These
returns were published ; and from the length of the
line, and its location, a very good summary was thus'

is being pursued the presént year, and, if so, we
shall ere long, bave some valnable data from that
source. In the meantime, we have guly ocoasional,
notices by the local .newspapers, the festimony of
travellers, our own. observation, and a sorf of gene:
Tal diagnosis of the staté of the couniry td go by.
The teports of the local journals are Very meagre,
indeed it is remarkable how meagro they are, ‘and
how small an amount of space is given in them. to the

to observe that these “ few and-far-between™ notices,
with scarcely an exception, concur in giving the most

favourable accounts of the harvest just gatbered in.

obtained of the crops. Most likely the same.course | drs

his season with-the
‘meagre, [

leading interest of the country. Bubit is gratifying|

The testimony of travellers, and our own obser-
vation, somewhat limited it mnst be confessed, are
in entire accord with these accounts. The early
part of the season was particularly favourable for
putting in spring crops. Grass got an early start,
made & fine growth, and the hay crop, everywhere
good, was in many localities extraordinary. Alarge
yield of hay is & fine foundation to begin with. It
means plenty of meat, plenty of milk, and plenty of
manure. Dry weather set in throughout a large
extent of country about haying time, and contimued
g0 a8 to affect somewhat seriously the straw of the
various kinds' of grain, and the growth of the early
root crops. Late planted potatoes are more flourish-
ing and promise a far better yield than those which
were got in early, thus reversing the usual order of
things, and farnishing an illustration of the uncer-
tainties that beset the husbandman’s calling. Insect
pests of all kinds have been very numerous the
Ppresent year, owing perhaps to the peculiar charac-
ter of our last winter. The snow fell before severe
frost set in, and the ground remained covered until
spring, thus affording shelter and protection to
chrysalides and larvem. Still the midge visitation,
worst and most dreaded of our insect ills, has been
more limited in extent and less mischievous than
might have been anticipated. The experience of the
present season is valuable, as proving that the midge
attack is not entirely resistless. With due attention
to the requisite conditions of the soil and season, a
judicious system of cultivation and rotation of crops,
and a careful selection of some well-proved variety
of “ midge-proof”’ wheat for sead, remunerative crops
of our great staple may still be obtained, notwith-
standing the prevalance of the midge. A high degree
of fertility in the land is found to be a great safe-
guard against this pest. Thorough drainage, early
sowing, and other precautions have been tanght, by
costly experience, to be needful if we are to continno
raiging a large breadth of wheat. Ina word, better
farming is the great lesson taught by this as by most
other drawbacks to agricultural success. We believe

" | that Atl'xe_yield of wheat is considerably above the

average, and that the crops of all kinds will prove
the best we have obtained for several years. Various
estimates are formed of this season’s wheat yield,
but it is rather premature yet to deal in figures, ae
the promise of the harvest field is not always borne
out. by the revelations of the threshing-machine. 8¢
far a8 we have learned, however, the new sample’
turns out very well. The produce of afleld of Soule’s
wheat, grown in the neighbonrhood of this city, aver
 aged 36} bushels-per acre of cleaned grain, and we
hear of cases in which even this large yield has been
exceeded. Several instances have come under om
eye of S0'bushels. and upwards to the acre, reported
in the local journals, The midge-proof varieties are
less productive, and will probably fall below the
average of. othér kinds, though we learn that in at
leagt one instance, 30 bushels per acre have been
obtained from this wheat. Oats, all over the country,
‘wiil, we believe, be above an average crop. In many
localities the straw is short, but the heads are more
than yeually full, Barley and pease will undoubtedly
Drove the largest crops we have gathered for years,
‘The splerdid harvest weather we have had has en-
abled farmera to get .their crops in, without any

reubick se. o quiliy of eifler graia o siow,
ihat reaping. maohines are, 4o widely. used, the

Now
Dprevalanoe of & fair amount of nice weather, almost
the harvested crop.

insues 1 oot ondidon of fhe Rarebues
| Flax culfuire bas been tried to a.copsiderable extent

VS season wiih-the most. satisfaotory -vesults. The
samples we have.had an opportunity of inspectl

couldl not have been surpassed in length and quality
of fibre by the choicest produce of the - Emerald
Isle.” 1L ia Tiuch to be desired that our farmers

‘wotld make kmown their experience jn the culture

of this crop, a8 an encauragement and & guide to

others. The flax plant is dostined, we believe, ta

Drove a groat boon and blessing to Oanads. Wo

.



