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huiman enactmxents, whienever oppos- Somo idea maybe forned of the
ed to the dictates of revelatiorn, the force witl wlic this spiritual eugine
mind was freed from an intolerable was brouglit te bear upun tho ig.
yoke, and " brought oxt of darkness norauce and superstition of the age,
into iarvellous liglit." As long as fron a statenent of the nunber of
they maintained the sufficiency and editions of the Scripturcs, or parts of
sole nuthority of Scriptur; they were theni, printed during the flrst thirty-
invulnerahle. Canons and decrees six years of the sixteenth century.
availed nothing at all. Papists said, They amoant to no fewer thau five
" Hear the church." Protestants re- lsîndred and sixty-eiglt 0f tixse,
plied, "Search the Scriptures." And one hundred and four vere ix He-
men did search ; nor did they search brew, or other oriental dialeets, and
in vain. The discoveries they made Greek; two handred and seventy-
excited at once their astonishnent ci-lit in Latin, then the conmon
and indignation. They lad asked language of the learned of ail nations
food of their ghostly mother, and she and the remaining one hundred and
had given them the hiting scorpion. eighty-six in the spoken tongues of
The word of the living God had Europe.
been supplanted by the traditions of The Papists were depply conscious
men. For truth, they had reecived of the injury sustained by tieir cause
foolish fables and lying legends. throngh tlwse efforts. As long as
Pride had been flattered by the doc- the irclation of the Seriptures wiu
trine of merit, and vice nourislhed by chiefly conflned to the Vulate Latin
priestly confession. Thousands upon editions,or te small impressions of
thousands had been phndered during the vernacular versions, badly exe-
life, cheated in death, and ruined for cuted, and accessible te few persons,
ever. But at length the liglt arose, but little opposition vas made. The
and revealed the horrible bmischief. bulk of the people wcre till totally
Then those who were of the Iight ignorant ofthe eavely oracles; and
came forth fron their obscurity. tiose wlo possessed the book, so fan
Nunbers more followed their ex- fron regirding it as tle only mIe of
ample. A continued use of these faith, a<ln.itted the conciirrcnt au-
means disclosed greater and greater thority of tradition, and were content
abominations. It was not a time for to receive the interpretation of the
]dace or compromise. When men Divine word fnom the church, that is,
contrasted the ''glorious church " of tle priesthood, by vhich means the
the New Testament with the corrupt force of the tcstinony was completcly
community of Rome, they saw thc neutralised« and Popery rcmaincd
fulfilment of the prophecies concern- safe. Blut when the advancement of
ing antichrist, and felt that they must education mubiplied everywhcre the
obey the voice which said, " come out number of neaders, and the SeOptures
of her, my people." The reforma- as translated by the reformers were
tion restored the Bible to Christen- constaady appealed te, as the only
dom, and the Bible sustained and autlority in matters of religion, a
established the reformation. Had it hostile policy was immcdiawly adopt-
not been for that mnighty movement, ed, and enforced with customary
the word of God would have been rigour. Tue listory of the sixteenth
little known to the people at large; century abounds with instances, la
and had it not been for the free and 1525, tîe univcrsity of Paris solemu-
general use of Scripture, the efforts Iy censured the proposition, "that
of the reformers would have been ail Clristians, but cspecially tîe
fruitless. I cicrgy, ought to be pesuaded te study
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