ln Rotterdam. PR

(Mary Gay Robmson in’ ‘The Standard -
"Holland is an’ lnterestmg -country to the
traveller for-
) qualnt indniduahty N

past, and modern 1mprovements are-the Iast
thlugs that. he o:nsxders :

Rotterdcm is "a - great centre of trade

- Everybody -hes  something to -sell, and on

A TYPICAL DUTCH TWOMAN. .
certain days of each week the merchant

comes ont in search of his customer. 'The
contents -of shops for dry gocds, hardware,
crockery, books and pictires, are packed on-
small. hand-carts and brought to some wide
street whele the .crowd passes, are there ar-
ranged with “benchies”and awnings, and the
whole family . presides. at these .temporary
booths The: Duteh, as-well as the 'Bel-
gians, make Lea,sts of Lurden of themselves
and their dogs ; not a dog goef' to \.'aste ;
be must carn his living and help earn that
of his master, and men,
and dogs draw heavy loads.
is a stout rope arsund the body, wkich bends
‘forward almost ‘on all fours’ as the man
foils up the grade to the arched bridges over
the canals, and- about as hard on the other
gide for the down grade, to keep the wheels
from rushing tco fast. Some of the canals
are fresh, runiiing water, but others are
doad pools, topped with greea scum, whose
only activity must be to exhale poison and
breed pestilence.

There arc hapdsome stréets  and fine
bridges over the River Maas and its tribu-
taries, and canals everywhere. | '1‘he bridges
are drawbridges ;
as you reach them I

liable to swmg open just
you see the people run-

“the Hollander md.inta.lus 8
fashions - may: come"
and go, but he deﬁes them and chuvs -to his-

- alr.

women, chlldreu!
The harness

Boys and Gmis.

ning to get across and the boa.ts walting to,
- pass through or, t‘xelr rxggmg and sails ﬂat-'
‘tened, . where. the bridge : 1= hlgh ‘and they
can . pass under it,  Life on the" canal-boat
is- mterestmg ‘We see ‘4 mew ‘Doat, spic

and span with fresh- ramt and -a smart

young ‘man and the young vnfe keepmg
house happily... ’

. When a lover comes, woomg, if the maiden
- puts ‘on her Sunday best, all her gold -and
silver ornaments, he knows he is a welcome
suitor ; if not, he knows he had better go
elsewhere.

ceremonies according to the circumstances
of the.parties. A beautiful young lady con-
f:ides ‘to ‘me her matrimonial prospects and
says: ‘I go to marriage in. February, my
fiancé is five’ years older than I am; we
shall. be married. first-class, and it will cost
125 guilders (about. $53), for the two cere-

monies before the mayor -at the city hall -

and the clergyman-at the church.’ )

Holland has 9,000 -wind mills ; wherever
we look . we see their long arms beating the’
Some of them are.built like .cireular
stone towers, with small windows, and
rooms used for various household purposes.
The windmill is as necessary to this city of
waterways as a chimney to a house, for by
means of them they pump the water out of
the dyk%

In many streets of Rottexdam the houses
are built in rolidly from street to street,
v 1th no court-yard, but an entrance on each

" street ; in the mornings servants.are out on-

the sidewalks, beating. rugs and. carpets to
the 'annoyance. of the well-dressed - people
who are passing.  'The .largest church - of-
the city.is the church of- -St, Lawrence; built

in 1542 and ecntaining o few mcnuments to -

the Dutch Admiral De Witt and. others. ‘The
ravement . is-covered ‘with. inscriptions;- for.:
the dead lie below. The stone tablets have.
curious devices.. If a man had no coat of
arms, the symbol that represented his trade
answered the purpose. . On the outside of
the church cluster small houses and shops
which gquite mar the dignity of its appear-
‘ance. The immense cathedral is a poor in-
heritance for Protestantism ; the side al-
coves and chapels, which the Roman Cath-
olic fills with paintings and statues, are left
hare and empty, or fenced off. by board par-
titions. In the centre a plank floor covers
the stone pavemendi; pews and chairs are

- “Tere, and gates that look like a church with-

ina church. Outside this enclosure are im-
mence pillars that support the arcined roof,
and plenty of unoccupied space, which only
serves it winter to condense the cold air,
and make the place scem like a tomb. Thero
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y ) A DOC WAGGON. .-

In Holland there is both a civil -
and a religicus marriage, with expense and

_1s 10 provxsion fur heatmg this vast spaoq, .

exoept th\. httle t‘oot—
Iess turf is burned -

stoves in which’ smok.e-'.v'_

" selves in the’ high’ ‘pews; and’ most'"ot them"

keep then‘ hats on while the women sit to- -
gether in- ‘the’ centre of the louse. )
The preache1 occupies a hlgh pulplt under .
the sounding board ; an dssistant sits at'a
reading-desk below and . reads’ soup_’cure. )
hymns and notices. © The sermon is divided.

v

‘THE ‘TAIDFN PUTS ON. H]"R SUNDAY
/BES'I‘ E

into’ two or three cha,pterb with singing be-"
tween, in ‘which every onc seems to join,:

. and:the service-lasts two hours.

The worc,blppezs take up three eollectlons‘
&t-each eer‘uce passmg long poles with bags’
at thie end to oach pelson zmd all respond'“
mechamcally Followmg the collectors'f

'come men with leather bags, into which they:' ;

empty the small bags as they.get. hee.vy ;
the amount given is so small they take this .
way to increase the colleétion. 1t requires -
quite a retinue of men and women to serve
the comvregatlon with chairs and footstove=,
for which they charge one or two cents. A
stmnger doss not understand thlS, and he
wonders when he sees some people. go in and’
take the chairs and have the foctstoves
brought 1o thiem, while others stand out-
side and look wistfully on ; they seem to bLe
already divided into the goats and the sheep,
and no cne pays any attention to the goats,
except -to lock the gates against them, and:
leave them the poor privilege of lookers-
on, and the chance to hear what they can.:
At a certain time at the evening service the
seats are free, and thon the outsiders seat.
themselves. -

The foundations of Rotterdam seem to be
slipping back into the gea ; many buildings"

‘are.off the perpendicular, and look as if an

earthqualce had started to swallow them;

‘but the hard-working people are so ‘honest

you conclude these structures may-be built -
like the teaning tower of Pisa to outlast the
centuries, and are not as dangerous as tuey

appear.

Rnght Makes Mlght

‘Let us ha,ve fa.lth that right iakes might
and in that fa,lth let us dare to do our duty'
as we understand n:' ~This was oue of the
princlples ot Abnharn Lincoln. Is it any

wonder that such & man, shmulated to right -

action - all. with.. whom he c,ame m contact. -
A vmt -to Lincoln, people used to say, had‘ )
such an effect on a man’s public probity
that it was ever after v1$ib1e in the pose of
his backbone. :




