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p osssc f n virtuie w1lich, whon thrown int thei scalo of iîîfinite justice, will
we'igh, if tnt ofitweigli, the full ninotint of bis guilt, and panrdon %lîil, of course,
bo t e conqeqtnotce. Our ponitont woiild porliîsps bc eta ild to hecar, that not-
withistandiing tho corrcctnics& of his viowvs on the lilton.. mnlt, bis practicc yet
coificides iil the viows of Doists aud othiers, % -ho *gnore the doctrines ofObhris.
tianity nitogetiier. 'lie Doist tells uis " tlit ils obed ieuce nitist bo tUie objPc< of
God's npprob-ition, aud disobCdiCnCe thoe grotind of bis dispieneuro, it miist foi-
iow by iinitirsil comteq nonce tlint %wlien mon hiave trnuisgressed a Divine coml-
mniad, repen~ten o a mend nlient of liro %viil piace Uîeî lu inch saine s!tu«Iation
as if thcy liid, nover sinnedct." Siwh nîso is thio nrgumnent of sonie supporters of
the OChristian religion-of soine who profee.i n kuow0%iedge of God's9 mothod or
aaivation. Thoir viewvs boiug correct on î!;duy important par-tlcîinrs, lîow conios
it tVint iu tlîis tlîey err, sud that thoir practicc in regard tu it is s0 corrupil ns
in rnnny instances te rin parnrll tu thoso systems of error w'iicî (ieuy thie
atoucinont nitogethcr ? W'o onu acoutit for this siugulir plienorenceî ilon no
othoer priticiple , msui tiiat ftirnislied by die Seripturos, naniclv, l. ti cam ileRaa
is enuîlity Cgis od."

To correct, if possible, sitcli prnctice,..sud give it a .Dilc bias, lot us iluquire
ivhetlier tuie con-ilusions of nbstract rensouiug %vill coincido n~ith tuie deductions
of experieuce; or, to put the question iu anotiior form, %'Vletior sucli prnctice
as ive lhave noticed acttually aud of itoif brings the forgiveuess of the Ahiniglitv.

if obodienco bo at nil tiimos a duty, howv or in iwhat. way can present repent-
ance releaso us frorn the punishînent of antecedent transgressions? Can the
sorrow or contrition wvhicli the offendcr no%' feel8 for sins whiciî hiave been
iateiy oomîuitted, nnniiiilate iwhat is pait ? Or (1005 the active dischirge of
presout duty-a ful nud c.heerfui obodieuce to the roquirements of God-ffcct
no more in an acquittai of present obligation ? &'Or doos the contrition we
experience, ndded Vo the ipositive duties Nvo diseharge, constituto a surpinsageof
menit whicih mny bo transforrod te the red notion of our former demorits ?" In
a word, is the aceeptauco of the offonder or the ivould-be Chiristian. to ho bult
upon the nbsurdities of supererogation ? "lWe mny as well afllrm, says .1
learned divine, " tlît our former obodionce atones for otir present sins, ns that
our present obedieuce inakes aineuds for antecedent tiansgressions."

It is thei unvarying practice of tiioso who deny the possible oflloncy ,f the
rnedintion of Chrnist, to preach repentance and amoudmoent of life as the only
necessary antocodents of a sinor's acooptauco with luis God. And surely this
cornes wvith 1'il! grace " from themn, since the gronnd on which they dony the
latter equnlly serves for the rejoction of the former, "1the necessary conueýction
between theo monits of one beîug, sud the acquittai of notmor, not boiugr ls
conecivabie thin that which, is beiieved te stibsist between obedience nt oe
timo aud the forgiveness of disobedienco at anotiier." Buit wiat, shait %%e sfty
of th'(se wvbo admit the possible efficacy of thie medintion of Christ, wbio lusse
prhaps a woii-definod tiioorew.icai knowledge of thc beariug and workinig of the
Divine seheme, and at the samoc tiiue are acting ini direct opposition te it-who

knoiv that pardon. is aud oniy eau ho disponsod by the Aimighity, becauise a
satisfaction equsi to the domenit of thîe sinner has been made and accepted by
lim ; sud yet with the pre.sumption and graceiess defiance of those phi1osophers

ivho are too enliitened te bo Chiristins, sue for pardon upon the weak grotind
of tlîeir own ponitencc sud external reformation. They believe in the eflicacy
of Christ's mediation, and yet, practicaiiy ignore it. They admit that pardon ià
dispensod just bocause an aMollement lbas been made, anîd )-et, ini tieir deaiings
ivitii God in the matter, tlîey lose sighit of tiîis attogether, sud strenuiouisy en-


