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MA.SONRY vs. JESUITISM.

lJoimtiicated.

Masonry bias neyer yet interfered
with politics,. that is to say, Masonry
as known to us Englisl speaking
p)eople. Nè"vertb.eless, Masonry lias
not played a uselesa part iu the eman-
cipation of the individual from the
thraldoui of absolutisan, both th.eocratic
and aristocratic. The very principles,
of the order are the principles of lib-
erty, of. justice aud humanity. In
Masonry ail mnt are equal, ail meet ou
a common level; hence Masonry is
dreaded by the enemies of hunian
freedoni. Where English speaking,
Mazoury finds; a home, these Principles
are acknowledged, but on the conti-
nent, where the classes stili oppress the
iasses,. Masonry finds many enemies.
The strougest, and at the sanie time
the most uurelenting, is the Society of
Jesus. The confessional is the riglit
arm of this society. The very bull
acknowlcdging the order grants it spe-
cial privileges ini Ileducating boys."
and ilu "learing confessions." Tt is
needless to say that Masonic secrets
and the confessional. are diametrically
opposed to each other ; hence the resuit
is enmity and hatred ônu the part of the
allies 01 apostolic aggression. Then,
again, iu Europe absolutismi finds in
Masonry an institution tainted with the
very cardinal principlcs of democracy,
and absolutism aIso becomes the enemy
of Masonry. Masonry is allied te de-
fend itself and its niembers againstjust
sudh assailants; is it, any wonder that
Masonry then becomes te some extent
a political orglanization? Jesuitismu,
we find, is becoming a factor in Cana-
dian politics. Bitter fanatical Catho-
lics have informed mne that of ail the
orders lu existence to-day, noue is so.
inuch dreaded by the Church as Mas-
onry. 1 cannot tell how tiuis may be.
MKasonry frem its very unostentation,

from its lack of display, from its non-
interference in politics, mnay impress
the churcli with the idea that it is seek-
ing ends of its own in opposition to
the churcli, using similar insidious
means. Let that be as it Inay, the
Jesuits have always been the deadly
foes of Free Masonry, in every coun-
try, in Canada as well as iu Spain.
Mr. E. A. Shermnan, writing- in the
Triesele Board, of San Francisco, on the
IlInquisition and Freemasonry," warns
NMasons of the encroachment of the
churcli in America. He gives a very
interesting account of the sufferings of
a Mason at the bands of the inquisit-
ors.* It is worth reproducing :

The sufferings inflicted in 1743 by
the Inquisition at Liabon, on John
Coustos, a Freemason, and the Master
of a Iodge in that city, and the forti-
tude with which lie endured the sever-
est tortures, rather than betray lis
trusts and reveal the secrets that, had
been confided to him, constitute an in-
teresting episode ln the history of Free-
masonry. Coustos, after returning to
England, published in 1746, a book,
detailing his sufferings, from whicli the
reader is presented with the following
abridged narrative.

John Coustos was born at Berne, in
Switzerland, but emigrated in 1716
with bis father to England, where lie be-
came a naturalized snbject. In 1743, lie
removed to Lishon, in Portugal, and be-
gan the practice of his profession, which
was that of a lapidary or dealer in pre-
cious stones.

In consequence of the bull or edict
of Pope Clenient XII. deiiouncing, the
Masonie Institution, the lodges at Lis-
bon were not held at publie bouses,
as was the 'customn in England and
Protestant countries, but privately, at
the residence of the members. Of one
of these Iodges, Coustos was elected the
Master. A female who was cognizant
of the existence of the lodge over which
Coustos presided, revealed the circum-
stance to lier confessor. Iu couse-
quence of this information it was
resolved by the Inquisition that
Coustos should be arrested, and sub-
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