
2~OM~S W7~«B~<

fle 'bad been by turus a gamblr, .con-
viet, tieket-of-leave man, diggcr and
lounger. Old North, -4ho liad been
,oneofthe original discorturers; of Ma-
goari, remembered 1dm as one of the
,ceniuinity in lis own da y, and that
lie'had abandoned bis claim after taI-

in~ ut early two tousand poundb in

"!You botter «ive up the slauty
peaceable, niy las," lie said bo Tom,
" melboe soeo of us'll find reom for
_Ven."Y

"&No ueed of lis leavin' 'less lie wants~
to," put lu the burly miner la a surly
tone, "1there's twyo bun«k bore; he's
welcomo te one of 'oui, and if lie wants

tgoshares on -,.ho caim, 1 don't
This wvas qtitl-e a concession ou the

_part of Ilr. 1)ciish, and Tomt was ad-
isdttake up with it. But indeed

lie bail no other resource. Until ho
was lueky eîîough to make more timan
lio ]îad been. doing, lie had ne money
to luire anlother shanty, and all the
test of tIc old dlaims wvero taken Up.

"IVery well," lie finaily said, aud
witbout beimig i'uvited Black Mtik-e pro-
ceeded te bielp Iliise2if libcrally to
Tomn's boa and &&(amper."

It soon became (-vident that Mr.
Dcelish's idea of workuug the dlaim, on
bialves diffecred cssentially from the
usual imethod. Timat is te say, Tom
did most of tlic work and lialv cd tbc
scanty procecds -with luis 110w partuer,
who spent most of bis bime smoldng
aud drinking brandy obtained "ion
'tick" at bbc canteeu.

"CIfyou don't like it you kin leave,"
ho said, -%venovcr Tom spiritedly ex-

presýJd bis views on the subjeet. .And.
as Tom's luck gewpeorer, lie could
Rot Save enoUgiel tO ]uelp hlm got even
as fat as Ballarat. Se lie staycd.

Porhaps because tired. of inaction,
Blaok Mike finally took an industrious
lit. Working vigeorously atone end of
the dlaim, wile Tom plied pick and
shovel atthIeother, le began tunnel-
ing toward bis young partuer, iho lu
turn workcd lis way s]owvly toward-
Deelish, hoth carefully ",sloring up,"
as tlucy wcnt aloug.

B3ut their utmost >toil did flot avail
thom, anythiug. .A few small nuggets
from bime te time, this was ail that
rewatded tleir search. And*onemnur-
ing Tom woke up te flnd that is part-
ner had decamped,tald-ng- with hlm. Rot
only tho cauvas baoe coutalninge th elr
ioIntsaVinz, but.Zsse the littÎe one'-.

whieh held- his own private store. 'H6
liad buried this last 'under a-loose si4b
iu the floor, but Black Mîke had die~
covered the hiding place ln some way.
and levanted with ,the whole.

Thireats of vengeance were freely,
made by the other miners-a perfectiy
safe proceedîng whien BIaek Mike wàg
mlles away. Tom, far heavier hearted
tban ever, swallowcd bis sorrows aud
bis scanty breakfast, and started for
his dlaim. Whiat prompted hlm to en-
ter the excavation. nmade by bis ras-
cally partner, rather thiz.. luis own,
is one of tiiose iuie.xllcahle thinigs for
wvhich there is ira aceoulitîng. Some
moen eall it Providence -others,
",chance."

Induced by w~hatevcr cause, Tom
craivIed in w'ith lantern and pick aud
began woik in the narrow aperture
Nvhere lie could. ouiy sit, net stand,
stopping froni timui to time to remove
tIc d islodged eartlî in a rude drap,
wvhich lie pu1led after him by a tope.

"1Deelish didu't even tako the trouble
te hall shore up," lie muttered Crossly.
as hoe noticed heW insecurely placed
were seme of the short props.

.%ow l.ook at tlîat!" lie exelaimed
aloud, pressing bis foot against one,
baek of hlm. 1-I can shako it.

But the action suited to the word
wfas a terrible mistake. The prop and
plank it supportcd gave way, and:
wvith a deafening crash the tunnel
caved in behind hlmi.

There was but a moment for col-
lected thoucht. .Already lie breathed.
with difficuTiï lu the eonfincd spaee of
five or six foot which remaîned. Be-
hind dm. -were tons of earth. J.t vould
be bouts beforo bis absence would be
dis.cex ered.

Às nearly as bie could estimate only
a few cubie foot of earth remained ho-
tween tho twvo miniature tunnels.
-whieh. lad been slowly approachlng,
oach other for a fortnight.

Neryed. with the energ-,,y cf despair.
Tomn pied, bis Dick vigorously, yet
wiith care, paclElng down the thus
loosened earth to make, room, as ho amd-
vaueed-every moment learing to be
buried beneath some falling mass.

Suddenly bis pick struck sometbing
liard, but it nover oecurred. to hlm, lu.
the figlit for lifo and liberty, wvbat the
obstruction iniglit bc, bull ho saw by
the light o! lis bull's-eye lanteru thé
duii gleam, of ycllew metal.

Yet what, Vould gold avail undess h


