
dMÏýir.j1MWhat shahl I--do2»%Tho fieh-
ermea ai bringing ln rny herriag, nd I
cannot find a single cask ta pack them
in. Thoy wiIl ail bie spoiléd.

" Ah," returned Van Elborg eoldiy.
"Yau betîglt up ail the herring and I

have bouglit up ail tuie casks. I couid Eeii
1113m ta you at .ân exorbitant prica, but
as 1 wieh te keep aiy word about giviag'
îny datighter hier dowry of 4,000 ducats,
I itill oaly charge yen ýtho amount you
se skilfully madeoeut ef me in the othîr
tnattcr. You are, VCy duuaning, you mer-
,hanta of Amnsterdam ;but we of B-oek
hava 'positive genus, yen sec."

*But you -got th3 idea front me," re-
plied lMater Wocrdcn, proudly.

Foutt-in- hand r4ovuellste.
Th3 followin.- is a %word puzzle. It nr-

rates th' iulventures of a four-mn-baud
novelist -th*le trying te Rosa Ris reputa-
tien. Cemupetitors do net require te hoe
tol 'that a four-lu-baud( novolist is a
a-riter of ection who keaps four serial
tales rmnnu abreast in the -magazines.
The nanmes of specimen four-in-hand novel
los %vill recur rcasily overy ono. Tho
puzzle is te discover whe this partîcular
novelist la; the description, as wvill ho
ob;erved, tinswver:ng te quite a aumber
of theai.

àA few years ago, if any oe in Fleet
street had said that th. Jay would ceome
whea 1 wouil deve my time te tryiag
to, lose kay reputation, I wuaud bave
similed !ncredulouely« tat ivas before 1
bad a reputation. To b3 as statisticar
as tires Tvill allew-for belorn 1 go ta
bcd 1 have seven and a half yards cl
fict*on ta writo-it took me tif tecnamu-'
bard 'work te acquire a roputatien. For
t*-o ycars after that I wo-ked as d:ligently
to retain it. net bing qui te certain
wh-!thr it was really there, and for tRhe
laqt five years I have doue aiy beat te
get rid of it. '%Ir. R. L. Stevensoa bas
a etox.v of a dyinanitcr who tried la vain
te lcavo an infernal min---ne aaywvhcre.
It «was nlwvays roturned te h.im a somn
as li3 <ropped it, or just as ho Nvas aiak-
iag off. TMy roputatien ls as difficuit te
lose. I have not givon up the attempt
yet. but 1 amt tlroady ef epiior that;
it if; even harder te Rose a reputatien lu
&ettora thaa te mako onn. Yy ceilcagues
wiil bar aie tut la this.

If 1 rccdlcct aright-lor 1 hava pub.
lirhýd se rnucliflint rny aorks are new
raihc.r aixod up la my mmad, an(! I have
ne time te verify aaytbiag-tho ilrat place
I tlieught te louve my reputation la wasi
a volume of pet-boflor8, which j wrete
ýnany years age for au obscure publica-
tion. MAt hat time I was wc rking hard
for a ceputatien elsea-bore, and these

r a n~y§C=Ubield off for
a llvei'hnod. MY îbîariard 'fhd
recentiy, and offered mo a huadred pôunds
fok librty ta re-publiala them ln book
fora. 9I )o*nted out to him that they
wero 'very poor etufi, but ho said, that
that ami iotlîing to do with Il; I lu'd
a reputation noir, and they wouid Bell.
IVith lcortain kmi8giving-for 1 *wns tiot
harden-d lyt-l acceptcd miy publiaher'a
ternis, and th' book was soon out. The
tiret boeok I pîbliihd, which wiis aiuch
th' bs8t tiig 1 evor wroe, ivas ol3
revipivôd 'by thrca journale, of which two
wvere provinîcial weekics. They said lt
rhowcàd signe of baste, though evcry Boat-
ecc in it %vas a labor. I sent copies
of it to six or gaven disting'uished iiterary
nien-some îëf whorn are four-in-hand now
-and two of ihm a knowleiýged receipt
of it, though neither said ho had rcad
it. My J)ot-bjoilert;, biowevcr. iuu not been
out many week8 boforo the first oditiOît
wa< exhaustcdl. The book was reviewod,
c'vorywhere, nud ia n*nc cases out of ton,
enthusiastýcaliy lnuded. It showcd a dis-
tirct indvanceoan ail zj proviens efforts.
They 'werc aiolel stories of thoir kiw1.
Thcy ehowed a mature hrind. The wit
was sparkl:ng. Wboere wcre pages ip tho
book that no oue could rend wjthout
citation. In thý aId dhiys I was paid for
these artoriee at th3 rate of f [vo shillings
thý thon an:l words; but th-y would mite
a reputatien in th'mselves now. It bas
b'en thusf ail nlong. 1 drop rny reputa-
tion into overy bool. 1 write now,. but
tharo e ~no gottiag rid of it. The criticil
oni th3 publie return it te me, rcmarking
that It grows biggor.

1 'tr!od te lose my teputatirin in atvereA
othjr books of th3 samne kind, and al-*
ways %vith the samne renaît. Barnacles are
noth*ng te a litorary roputatian. Thon 1
tried driviag !our-la-hand. oebere aro
oniy f ive or six of us who are four-ln-hnnd
noveliBa. but thero are aise four-in-hand
ossayatsa, four-in-haud critica, etc., and wov
ail work on tho sane principie. (Evor3
oe uto us is tîrying to shako hmeoif f ree
o! 'his reputation. ýVe bovelists have, per-
Laps, 'tho b:st chance, for- thora are se
fowv writors o! fictiol: who have a rtjputa-%
tiobu to loso that ail tho nY1ga4bhý
editor'î cod--- to us for a serial tale. Next
year I ezpect to b3 six-*i-hoM.l, for tho'
provibcial -weeklIes waat me ne weil as
th:ý magazict2s. Aay more outsider wou.lcl
tay I was sala to get rid of my reputai
tien this year, for I arn aimo8t beating
the record in the effort. À4. îY9list Of
repute, Who dId hot waat to Rose hiw
reputatiom, wouid liet thiak cf ivriting!
more titan anc story at a tinie, andi
hie would take tweivo aionths, nt Ioast,
ta do Wt. That in net my way. Hlither to,
though 'l bave bzen a biombar df thoi
li'terary four-in-band club, I bave always

bqen Vemd'way ahald .wltd. i Jfgt ,$kwe,
of uty tait'. bftiro tluiy b~ap
lu ser*al forai. You miay giva up the at-
teaipt 'te Rose your reputatien, howevar,
if voet dle net sot about it mGo thoroughiy
ttan tRiat: alud thq foyur noveR. which!
1 began in Januury la two Engioslnaga-
zunes, ph'e Anierican magazine, andl au
llùitrated palier, iwore ail ceuîmouced lut
tbi s-coud r-ock of Dnceinbor. (I Riam fin-
ishd two naovets in the Inst weekolct
Novenm',-.) MIy -,oiA:nal plan wuz te tako
th-ni xiay about, do*n7 about four chaptors
cf each a 1'tt; but te givu aiy roputa-
tion a stili bu)tter chance, of absconel-
ing, j touw write th'ýu at any time. Now-
&-tlays « ùW tou2nvor thndk ot workiug
tvut iny plot b)eforchacul. MIy thinkiag
b,'ni (u-b'n I lake lup mny pou te write,
and ends whuýn I lay it donvat, or aven:
b'forû th-tt. In ana of zay etonies titis
year 1 ýuadz îny hoem Bave the heroine
freai a buraing bouse. FKad I donc -that
liu. tho olil cley8 thUy wculd bave ridi-
culcd ýn:u, but now they &ay I reveal freali
talent §n tho dciightfal way la whlt
I re-teli a etoi-y that lias a doubt liera
told Ïbeforo. Tho beatçn trucks, it la rý
inai-led, are the best te trerd when, thu
public liaa Bach a cliarming guide ne aiy-
self. IM y second naval opens with a slip-
a-rock, tamd I amn waarly thrQý chiWters
in gettirg nqy princlqal cbaracters intoi
the 'boat@. *. 4 ay firat bookis 1 used te
guard carofuliy against tho intrwoluctioa
ot buaterial that did uiet advaace the
stery, 7et at that turne I wvas chargeaI
t<ith «"padilibng." In this sto(ey cf tbe
aFh:pwreck thora fa se, much pudding that
I could blush-lf I Lad liet given ail tbat
Aia-ta 'thinki o! it. Insteasi ef contiing
Inyseit te my own wzbructora, I describe
ail the passeagors ia thb vossel-telling
%-bat tliey were like in appearance, anal
a bat 'was thei- occupaition, aadi whut
they 'were daing tbere. Thon, whon the
sbpwreck cornes. I drawa theai one by
anc. Ily Çone knus or anothor, I cenw
trivo lte gat six cliaptors ont of tLIa
sbipwreck, wh:cb la iGýlowed by two chap-
tors of agony in jau open bout, whidh 1
treat as if it %vers a novelty la fictioni,
anI flint, agaia, leads up te a cliapteit
oui the unteituluity o! lise, M!ost flagrant
paddïng ci ail is the ceaversatien. It
alwuys tuak's rny characters ait foeat two
pagnit te say tanytliag. Tliey appreacli the
point la tbis faahion :

Tom walli2d oxcitodly ita tRio recai,
la wli:ch Peter wasý awaiting hlut. nid
twe gnen loeked ut oach othor.

'*Yeu iWanted te sec me," Tom aaid-
ut lest.

"Yes,"l gid Peter slowly, III wantecl
te soc yeU.'

Tomi laoked ut th,. ather uaeb.siIy.
Il<Why <Mid yen want t( sec me?7" he

atsked alter a pause.


