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1JI\ HE aXst > ear ývas une of the iiost try-Iinig that Ontario fruiit groNvers bave
txp)erieniced ini a long timie. Thle extrenie
severity of the w~initcr of 1903-4 cause(l the
boss of at ieast one-third of the fruit trees
of the province. This loss %vas iiot con-
finced to any l)articular section, buit wvas
more or less genieral tlbrougouot Ontario.
Oni die %vhiole, the Nia gara district suffercd
lcss thin rnost others, the injury being con-
incd inostly to the loss of fruit-buids. Ilu
ilie Essex district liundreds of acres of
pcaclh orchards ivere destroyed., wbile plunus,
chierries, and even apples, wverc more or less
serionisly injured.

la northern arfd central Ontario more
tlan hialf of the plumi and pear trees were
winitcr kilIcd, andciiiany varieties of apples
proved too tender. Iii castern Ontario
appies are the principal tree fruits grownl,
anid the most of these are of the bardier
v'arietics, but ini. nany cab;.s even the so-
called hardy varieties wvere w~intcr kiiled,
particuilarly \vliere thie trees lia( borii hecav-
iy the prviu season. This fact %vas evi-
ilenit in al] sections; thiat tiiose trees w'hich
wecre over-loadcdl iii ] 903 anid coinseciuenitly
wcre *;ojiew)i«at vveakened by- the heavy
draini uponi the vitality of the tree. suffereci
;nost severeiv fromn the severi'L3y of the %vin-
tcr. 2\n excellent exaniple of this \vas af-
iorded iii the orcliard of Harold Joiies.

MailanIwere a dozen or more of biis
Fameuise trees niiost lieavily loaded in i903

nui 1904. and on1e trcc, w'bicli bore lieav-
ilv 011 onie side only, is dead upon that side,
aild so far quite licaltby on the other.

011 accouint of the great loss of trees
througbiouit the country there Nvill neces-
sarily be an extra lot of repl-anting to Jo
nlext sprilng. For this veason 1 have muade
il a po0int tc g'et fi-or eacb of the experi-

uitesa carefuiiy prepareci list of the

varieties of the different kýinds of fruit he
\vould recommnend for planting in his sec-
tion. Thlese lists, con&ing as ttîey do f row.
mien of %vide expericuce ini fruit growing~
are of partictilar value to intending planters.

TIuE SOUTIMWEs'rERN sTt«'rloN.
Thîis station, wbich is iii charge of Mr.

\'V. M7. 1-ilborn, of Leaminigton, is iii the
centre of wxhat lias been rcgarded as the
finest peachi section iii Ontario. Maniy
IDrowers liad g-one so extcnsivcly into peach
culture tmat theyr liad 5o to 100 acres of
peacli trocs in bearing. 'l'lie first great set
back came %%,itli the severe %vinter of i898
and i899, whvlen (,o per cent. of the trees
wcre w~inter kiiled. Mr. Hilborn at that
tiunie liad i00 acres of peaclî trees just nicely
bcaring, buit lost ail but four or five acres.
Siuîce then lie had, been replauting tili lie bad
about go acres ini trecs. Last \vinter, how-
ever, killed out nearly every peacb tree an
bis place, and 1 beard it stated &bat there
%v-i. probably not ten acrcs of liealtbv. pench
orchard Ieft in al] of that dlistrict. Mr. Hil-
borni is niot discouraged, liowever, but would
like to planit aga.ini a sn'ali orchard of the
lea(ling varieties for experinmental, work.

TLc follouwing, is a. iist of the varieties of
peaches, plumEs and chierries whicii Mr. 1-iii-
borni reconîniiends for planing ini bis sec-
tion:

PrCII.S Alexander, YeiIowv St. Johin,
Bi3rgdei, Early Crawford, Fitzgerald, New

Prolific, Engol Manuotb, Elberta, Crosby,
Kalaimazoo, Golden Drop, Banner, and
silock.

Pî.u,.\s: Burbauik, Satsiiiia, Bradshaw,
Lombard, Monarcb, Imiperial Gage, and
Reine Caude.

Cimmuzirs: Napoleon Bigarreau, Mer-
cer, Scliinîidt's Bigarreau, Yellow Spanish,
Windsoi MNon tin orency, and Early Rich-
nond.
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