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DEATH OF WILLIAM MATTHIE, E£Q.

It 8 with feelings of deep regret that we record
the decease of 1his excellent man, who departed
this lite at his residence, in  Brockville, on the
9th Noveaber, 1853, Notwithstamding that Mr.
Matthic had been for several years in u state of
feehle health, he was enubled, v consequence of
bis aptitude for business and great decision of
characier, ta comluet suceessfully a lurge commer-
ciul estahilishment, of whici he was the head; while
he coutivued to evinee an upabated interest in
whatever promised to promote the interest ol his
loeality or the welfare of the country.  From his
well known patiiotic spirit and Jiberal views and
feehsgs, Mr. Matthie (although never. we believe,
pructically engaged in farming) was chosen Presi-
dent of the Agricultural Association of Upper
Canuda in 1653, 1l health, at that time, pre-
vented-him duing all that he desired. but his muni-
ficeut donation 1o the funds of the Association,
Quring bix periad of office, will be loug and grate-
fully rovembered.  The writer of this ghort and
very iuadoquate uotice, had abundunt meuns vl
Enowitg tue deep and abiding interest which Mr
Mattkic felt in the wellare of the Association;
durisg the recent exhibition at Cobourg, he re-
ceived from the deceased a telegiaphic mescag
stating that he was 100 ill to attend, but el de-
girvus of hnowing whether the show was progressing:
gatisfactonly.

The 1meval of sneh a man in the prime of life
is an fvreparable loss to his family, his fricuds, anc
Lis countey, s example however, will cominn
to Jive; sl it i< one peeuliarly caleuluted to ani-
mawe and guide the young. The following facts
and semarks, taken from the Brockuvlle Recorder,
will intarest ot o tew of our readers:—

Mr Matthie was a aative of Allos, Seotland.
He can 1o this country, while yet a boy, with his
father. who settded near Larark, in the Bathurst
distriet. 1o 1627 My Manthie, then a lad of only
15 yems of age, came to Broehville, a triendless
stranger. to push his way in the wortd.  U'e com-
meneed bis active caeer ag a cleik in one of our
mercant fe estabilishments.  In that eapacity e
continued, giving the greatest saisluction to his
empliyers, nutil the year 1835, when, with no eapi-
tal ex ept his character for inflexible inteerity, he
embathed e business on his own s ccount 3 and
since that tine he has been widely kuown as one
of the mont eiterprising and honourable merel auts
in Capadi.  Lakeé most men in busine:s, he had, at
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indomitable energy of charaeter caried lim throngh
them all, and oy peward was @ batdsome come
pe eney, which, however, in the iwscrutable deal-
ings ol the Alwighty, he was uot long permitied to
cujoy.

In the death of Mr. Matthie this commnnity hag
sustiined a Joss well mgh drteparable. fn every
project fur the improvement. of the town and sue-
rounding countey e tuok the lead, and th e was
no charity to wihiel he was not the first conttibnior,
T emes of difliculty, when almost daily appealed
1o by business men wnd others for advice, he would
choer thein on by recounting his own expericney in
lilee, st Chjuining ou thewn fragality, aigenee, sud
seltrelianee. FPervid and unwav ming o Lis at-
trehments, his fviends foumd o lisit in his eaertiong
to serve them, and nothing appemed to geatily hin
more than 1o wd the deserving poor, in whose wel-
fare he alwayg manilisted @ war solicitude, and
by whom the loss of Lis counsel and its clevating
wfluence will be severely felt.

In polities, Mre. Matthie was a reformer, and hig
purse and person were ever ready, when requined,
i forwarding the interests of the Relorm party, of
which he was an envrgetie and talented el e,
fu every leading guestion of the day, Me. Mathie
took wwarm interests and the lute mistey were
freguemtly under obligations to him for advice in
relation te commer_ial matters.

In the agricultural progress of the country, the
Jecvaseil alway g toult an active interest; an interest
which continted una‘uted 1ill the day of his death,
and was steongly evinee in a conversation he had
with the editor of the Recorder the Jast time the
writer ever saw him alive,

Nou man ¢an pass thhongh the scenes of an active
Yife faunltless, yer we believe whatever Faulis My,
Matthie possessed will speedily be forgotton, while
uis virtues will live embalmed in the hearts of 1he
many friends 1 e has left behind hin, so long us the
amp of their fives holids on to burm. Peace be to

s ashes,  Tuke him all in all, we may not look
apon his like again,

Mr. Matthie was in the forty-fourth year of hig
we Blehas left a wife aud four ehildven to mourn
1Le logs of an affectionate husband and a kind and
render father,

His funeral took plice on Monda: afternoong
the procession of earringes was the largest we evep
~aw in Brockville, wd, while the funeral proces<on
passed through the town, every store was closed,

THE POTATO ROT.

The rot this year is very general in this part of
C :mady, and threatens to ruin a large portion of tho
crap  The old varieties are the most affected. The
Pinkeyes are aln ost a total fuilure except on dry
soilx, and in most places they are very small. Judg.
ing from what we hear the crop in the townships

near this city will be two-thirds less than an average,
This will tend to keep up the price of flour, and

timer, great diificulties to contend with, but his i provisiung generally. We may remark, as a puiut of



