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AnTriczA. S-roN.-Owen Williams, of Eng-
land, las int takeiun ou' a paîlitn for the manuîfac-
ture of artire ial stone. The folowing ingredi'nts
are useil iii preparinz it ; 180 lbs. piteli, 4.1 ;ais.
dead oil or ereosotce. 18 Ilbs, ret.ini. 1.5 lbs, sulphur,
44 Ibs. fineiy powdered lime, 18) lits. Lypsum,
25 enbie fett (if sanîd, breeze, scoria, bricks. stone,
or haid nmaterials, broken to pitces, and passed
throu.h a hilf-inci sieve. The sulphur is first
mTeltt.gl vith about tlirty pou'ivs tif piteli, afier

hvlicih the reqin is add, , thein the remainder of
the pitci w''h the lime and ypum, vhicl aie
introdi.eî'd hy d.grees and ! w!! Sirre,, and tihe

- mixture brougit to hoil. The sanl, or brken
earthy or stony naterial i; then adilt, and the
wholo mass wt»ll stirrel, an I tite deaj o i4 il. a
fit staote 1t Lito bi ilhe'iimiinto blocks. li order tg)
conso. .it' ! ks, po e i.tppl tthem
il the n is. The puientee ,ivtes also the pro-
portioi .,f t!e above miaterials to be used as a
comipnzitiom for laying pavemienits, as a ceinnt
for unitiin-Z Io eacl other bloc0kq of the first-named
compositionir, wvl tised for buil<ling purposes,
and a, coatinî fut bridges, the roofs of builtinge,
&e. T e artifieiil stoune iardens iii about a week,
whien il bi comes as sfubborn as eraine. The
composition iu rnt only a vety durable, but a
cheap oie, it costn legs to ereet bunihlcings out
of this maiev ial than from the commonest kind of
brick. A roadway, plastered with thtis material,
become.s a snuothi, solid, flooring of rock in about
ten days.

E)It ¾riculturist.
TORONTO, FEBRUARY, 1853.

FLAX CULTURE.

We have received of late, several enquiries
relative to the means which are being taken to
extend the cultivation and preparation of hîemp
and flax in Canada. Those wlo feel interested
in the subject, whici is one of daily increasing
importance, may rest assured that the matter
will not he allowed to go to sleep, although
since the Provincial Exhibition but littie lias
appeared in the public prints about it. We have
reason to believe that the question is occupying
the earnest attention of the Ministers of Agii-
culture, and that thjat functionary eitlier himseif,
or in connection with the Board of Agriculture,
iwill shortly adopt some practical means of facili-
tating this object.

The fact ib that changes or improvements, as
they are called, are being so rapidly nmade in the 0
United Kingdom, in the method of preparing
and maînufactiiniiîg Flaxen fibre, that a consider-
ablepractical difliculty exists in deterinining vith-
out further experience, which is in reality, taking o

ail tlings into consideration, thc best and nost
econonical process. Donlan's machine, which
vas sent by the CANDA Com îÎ'NY to our last
Exhibition, is among tie most recent inprove-
ments,and a mechanic of this city is constructing
a new machine after that nodel. Donlan's
machine ivill be thoroughily tested lere during
the present Vear, and fromn the deep int.crest
IVhich MR. WIDDER feels in the suhbject, an
interest vhich we beliee is equally shared by
the Directors of the Company in London, wiho
wiill not fail to inforn their principal commis-
;ioner here of whatever changes or improve-
ments may take place at home, we have therefore
good reasons for expecting, that before the
expira.ion of niany nonths, a clear and satisfac.
tory way vill be opened to us, in this country
for preparing flax and hcmp, in tlie best and most
econonical manner. Il the inean tiie ve will
not fail to apprize our readers of whatever comes
to our knovledge thlat is possessed of any prac-
tical importance.

We will conclude our remarks for the present,
ivith some stateients on the icultivtion of Flax,
condensed from an nteresting paper read by Dr.
Anderson, Chenist to the Highland Agricultural
Society, entitled ' Sunnary of Di-;cussions at
the Monthly Meetings in 1851-2,' which appears
in a recent nmiber of the Society's Transact ions.

Flax was fornerly cultivated to some extent
in Scotland, but of late years it lias been almost
abandoned, owing, however, to the low price of
grain, induced by the late fiscal changes, the
culture of flax lias been revived, and attempts
are beinig made to bring it within a defined
course of rotation. The recent nev process of
preparing it for market without the old tedious,
and sonetimes unsatisfactory methods of steep-
ing it in ivater, have nainly contributed to the
production of this result. "It may be safely
laid dovn as a rie, that in a country where labor
is dear and rents considerable, the old process
cau scarcely be made to pay, except under the
most favorable circumstances." Under the old
system of retting, variations in temperature and
tlie character of water and inattention to various
little precautions, which are sometines muost
difficult strictly to observe, would so deteriorate
the fibre as to render it conparatively worthless:
and if flax is to be mnade to pay at ail it nust be
vith the assistance of the new processes, whici
have been found upon trial more or lesssatisfac,
ory. It lias been proved that by adopting these,

nouiern improvements, the cultivation of flax has
n most instances turned out more profitable than
other crops.

I; las been usually considered that flax is a
reat exhauster of the soil, by extracting a
reater anount of inorganie maiter than most
ther crops. Recent practice, we believe, as well


