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—3.500 miles; the other, facing the north east, has = lepgth of 2.-
500 milea. Thi colossal empire is neariy as large a3 gl British
Worth America ; and lurger than tha whole Uunited States, sod second
only in extout to China and Russia. 1t extends from Lat, 4 deg. N.
to Lat. 33 deg. 8 mia-S. [t has an average elavation nbove the sea
of 700 feet; still, it is nut mountaneous, nor effecied by earthquakes,
like many other parts of South America. ‘The mean temperuture of
the yearis 73 deg, In consequence of its extensive seaboard and
inter nal waters, the summer heat is not oppressive. The civer Amn-
zon is 4000 milvs in length, for three thousand of which it is navi-
gable, and ita tributaries for one thousand railes more. The La
Plata is 2,400 miles in extent. Thase 1wo rivers, with their afluents,
drain upwurds of four million squure miles of the richest agricultural
country of the world.

The producis of Braail are, gold, silver, diamonds, rock salt,’sugar,
tea, molasses, cotton, tobaeco, rice, hides, india-rubber,§ coffes, nuts
of various kinds, fruits, dyo woods, with a host of other products,
valuable in commerce. In 1856, it contuined 7,678,000 soule,;the
majority of whom are Romaa Catholics. The principal settlements
ars confined to & narrow belt of land fronting its extensive seaboard ;
the settlements are not continuous. ‘This country has all the elements
of national wealth within its borders; and in place of sustaining Jess
than eight miilions it may before the close of the present century
number a population of thirty millions of human beings.

Although the social, moral, and intellectual status of the country is
far below that of the entightened portions of Europe and North Ame-
rica,still it is on the ascendancy. Atthe time it obtained its indepen-
dence, slavery and the insportation of Aflricans was common ; since
that time foreign importetions of slaves cessed ; and steps have been
taken 1o liberate the slaves that are in the country ; steps have also
been taken to elevate 1he condition of the Negro race, which form o
considerable portion of the papulation of Brazil. There is not an office
under the Emperor to which a free negro may not aspire. The Em-
peror is the temporal head of the Catholic Church. All denominations
of Christiaus are protected 5y law, and allowed to worship as they
please. Tha Press is as freo as it is in England. Education is mak-
ing srme progress. One of the Presidents of the Provioces in bis mes-
saga to the Legislature on this subject, says .—

* Primary education is morethan » mere right of the child, a duty discharged
towards him; itis a rigorous obligation. Itis, 8o to spezk,a moral vaceine,
which preserves the people from the worst of pestilences—ignorance; from those
thoughts which briog 2 man to the level of the bruts, and maks Rima fit and
facile instrument for crime and revolution. Primary education is more, itisa
kind of baptism by which man is regenerated from the dark ignorance in which
he was born, and alone fit him fer an entrance into civil society and for the en-
Soyment of thess rights which are his heritage,”



