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Fierce Figlﬁ’r'
At Tie Pass

— g

Russians Repulse Attack and
Advance Through Corpses
in Thousands.

Generé! Mistchenko Although
Wounded Batiles Bravely—
Correspondents’ Cares,

Japanese Squadren Searching
the Seas For Rojestvensky’s
Fleet.

ary combat occurred on March 14

on the centre advance line of the

Russian army eight miles south of
Tie pass. The Russanis repulsed the
attack, and even made a small advance
through a thousand corpses of Japanesz2,
and advancing a large force on the right
flank, where Gen. Mistchenko, who has
taken command of his detachment, al-
though his wound has not yet been heal-
ed, is holding the Japanese in check.
The Russiay troops have regained their
normal spirits and fought cheerfully.

It is Tumored that Chinese killed 80
foreigners in Mukden after the Russian
evacuation of that place, including, it is
said, Correspondent Little of the Chi-
cago Daily News. The fate of M. Na-
deau, a French newspaper correspond-
ent, who lived with. Mr. Little, is not
known. A message was sent to Field
Marshal Oyama today, asking for in-
fermation as to the fate of the two cor-
respondents. M, Nadeau is represented
to have been captured by the Japanese.
The offices of the cemsor has been re-
moved to Santoupu, eight miles north of
Tie pass, as existence at Tie pass for
civilians is almost impossible.

Practically all the newspaper corre-
spondents have left for Harbiu. For sev-
eral nights the Associated Press corre-
spondent has slept without cover on the
frozen ground, and for two days he has
had nothing to eat. His linen and per-
sonal effects were lost in a stampede dur-
ing the retreat from Mukden.

Chicago, March 15.—Mr. Little cabled
direct from Yinkow yesterday to the
Chicago Daily News. He said he had
been captured by the Japanese and was
staken to Kobe. The cablegram contain-
ed references which demonstrated that
the message was from Mr. Little per-
sonally,

s B SO N MG i

ENDERBY’S FIRST ELECTION.

Enderby, March 15.—Nominations
were received here today for the first
board of aldermen of the new city.
The . rival candidates for mayor are
George Bell and George Laws;
while for aldermanic honors the candi-
dates are: Measrs. Sharpe, Kenny,

Smith, Hamock, Evangs, Braley, Harvey
and Hutehison. :

_ ATFAGHES ARE SARE.

SANTOUPU, March 15.—A. sanguin-

Washington, Mareh 15.—The general ;

staff of the United States army is ad-
vised that Major Macomb, one of the
‘American military observers with the
Russian army in Manchuria, was not
captured by the Japanese at Mukden,
and that he is still at ‘Gen. Kuropatkin’s
headquarters. Capt. Judson and Dr. Val-
lery Harvard, the two observers who
fell into the hands of the Japanese, have
cabled the general staff to announce that
they are sound and well.

TSRS & ST A
DEATH .OF W. B. SURLES.
Father of Mrs. James Dunsmuir Passes
Away at Springfield, 1ll.

Springfield, Ill., March 15.—(Special)
—William B. Surles died here today at
the Springfield hospital, aged 75 years.
He was a native of Durham, N, C., and
was one of the wealthiest cotton planters
in North Carolina. For the past year
he had made his home with his son, W.
P. Surles, in this city. The deceased was
the father of Mrs. James Dunsmuir, of
Burleith, Victoria, wife of the former
premier of British Columbia.

BRI S e SR
WITTE NO BISMARCK.
Russian Statesman and People Say
Opportunity Was Lost.

St. Petersburg, March 15.—The pros-
pect of M. Witte becoming the Bismarck
of the situation is rapidly vanishing.
Three months ago, when Emperor Nici-
olas entrusted the elaboration of the re-
form manifesto of Dec. 25 to his care,
the popular impression was that he
should come rapidly to the front and
gather the reins in his hands. Apparent-
Iy he is bopelessly entangled in a num-
ber of missions, giving his enemies a
chance to make good use of the fact that
the situation has become worse instead
of better since he appeared upon the
scene, to discredit him. ~

M. Witte himself is said to realize
that he made a fatal blunder by not
holding completely aloof: until the Em-
peror should be compelled to turn to him
with an offer, of practically dictatory
power. He is now represented as great-
Iy dissatisfied with his position, and his
early retirement will be no surprise. It
is said that M. Witte has recommended
to the Emperor that the committee of
ministers take charge, thereby eliminat-
ing his office. M. Witte did not attend
the cabinet councii at which the imperal
reseript of March 3 was signed.

S e g e
FRENCH FINANCIERS LEAVE.

Megotiations Regarding Russian Loan
Continue Nevertheless.

St. Petersburg, March 15.—The repre-
sentatives of the Credit Lyonnais and
Banque de Paris et des Pays Bas, who
have been here in connection with the
loan negotiations, left St. Petersburg
yesterday. It is pointed out that this
does not mean that the negotiations are
broken off, the same procedure having
heen observed in the case of the $160,-
000,000 loan last spring, when after the
negotiations at St. Petersburg the rep-
resentatives returned to Paris, where
the contract was signed within a fort-
night.  Nevertheless, the Associated
l’rvgs- is in a position to assert that the
Paris financiers have been pressing for
peace, justifying their attitude on the
£round of the enormous French commit-
ments in Russian funds, and those rep-
rezentatives have been pressed since the

news of Gen. Kuropatkin’s defeat. Their |.

attitude might exercise great influence
on the ultimate decision of the govern-
ment, The peace party is now distinetly
taking the position that the easiest and
best manner of concluding the war is to
negotiate an alliance with Japan for the
mutunal definition and protection of the
interests of both countries in the Far
Bast. The difficulty of the Japanese-
Euglish alliance, which stands in the
way at present, could be overcome by a
secret clause providing that the alliance
0 1nto operation wles tL: ol@ alliance
expires,

EXPLOSION IN MOSCOW.

i Moscow, March ~ 14.—(Delayed)—A
violent explosion oceurred in Theatre
square last night. Several persons, some
of whom were injured by the explosion,
'were arrested.

—_————
DISTRIBUTING: WAR RESERVES.

Tokio, March 15.—The government is
assigning quarters to 43,000 Russan
prisoners captured in the recent battle
of Mukden. These will be. distributed

throughout twenty garrison towns.
| e —
THE GENERAL AT JERUSALEM.

Jerusalem, March 15.—Gen. Booth of
the Salvation Army left Jaffa on March
13 for Australia. Before sailing, with
the Salyation Army banner flying over
his head, he read a proclamation expres-
sing his happiness at the accomplishment
of the dream of his life in visiting Jerus-
alem, and exhorting all Christians to co-
ope{ate in alleviating the miseries of out-
casts.

Tt o SO
SQUADRON STEAMING SOUTH

London, March 15.—A despateh ‘to
Lloyds, dated Sircgapore, says -the Bri-
tish steamer Kongwan I. reports hav-
ing paseed twenty-two Japanese war-
ships off Horsburgh, 20 miles east of
Singapore, at the entrance to the Straits
of Malacca.

Sl R
NEW TRIAL FOR NAN PATTERSON.

New York District Attorney Decides on
Rehearing of Case.

New York, March 15.—Nan Patterson
will be put on trial once more to an-
swer a charge of murdering Caesar
Young, the wealthy bookmaker. This
decision was reached today, and it was
announced at the district attorney’s of-
fice that the second trial of the case
would begin April 10.

SHOT BY THE SENTRY.

Convicted at Court Martial, Lieut.
Boone Attempts Escape.

. Vancouver Barracks, Wn,, March 15.
—Lieut. Francis Boone, whose convic-
tion by court martial was made public
yesterday, made a desperate attempt to
escape from the barracks, and was shot
by the sentry. Two serious, though not
necessarily fatal, wounds were inflicted.
One bullet entered the head and the
other pierced the shoulder.

It is reported .that Boone courted
death at the hands of the sentry, making
a-break for liberty to -draw their fire.

Laurier Ignored
His_Colleagues

e

Rights and Sonny Ways Is

iy D Rt IER. . -

From OQur Own Carrespondent.

Ottawa, March 15.—This has been the
fie)d day of the session so far. Early
this afternoon Mr. Borden precipitated
a debate on the Northwest school ques-
tion, which was kept up with great ani-
mation until midnight.

Mr. Borden made a series of good
points, all-radiating from a central hub
—that the premier after absolutely ignor-
g Messrs. Sifton and Fielding, the
cabinet ministers most directly concern-
ed, one locally and the other financially,
had rushed the measure into the house
on Feb. 21 as if in a panie, but had not
since then taken a single step in the
direction of its enactment. It was more
significantly strange that the Northwest
should be fully ignored by the premier,
who not only turned his back on the
minister of the interior, but had given
Hon. Mr. Haultain, his associate, the
cold shoulder. Mr. Borden carefully re-
frained from discussing the merits of
the bill, and confined his criticism to the
facts set out in Premier Haultain’s let-
ter and his questions to Sir Wilfrid
Laurier were within the same bounds.

Bir Wilfrid 1s Evasive.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s reply was eva-
sive. He dodged the main issues and
contended that the country was not agi-
tated over the measure save with re-
spect to the educational clauses, that
the bill had been well digested before be-
ing submitted to the house. He charg-
ed, amid derisive Conservative laughter,
that Mr. Borden had treated them with
flippancy and justified his own refusal Lo
bring down a complete measure on the
ground that it was the duty of the gov-
ernment to meet public opinion as it
came in with amendments. After sev-
eral members had spoken, Mr. Foster
scalped Sir Wilfrid Laurier vigorously
on his desertion of his stand in 1896 for
provincial rights, and now posing as the
champion of abeclute interferer with
every right the new provinces possessed.
In ringing tones, Mr. Foster challenged
the premier or amy member for the
Northwest to stand up and say that the
autonomy bili contained the best and lat-
est thought of all the sections of the
country. The Northwest had not today
even a friend in the cabinet, let alone
a representative. 8ir Wilfrid Laurier
had imported into the discussion an ap-
peal to race and religious prejudices,
and whatever was the outcome, on his
head alone rested the responsibility for
putting his fellow citizens in hostile ar-
ray against each other. Mr. Foster was
cheered to the echo as he resumed his

seat.
Mr. Fitzpatrick Recants.

Hon. Mr. Fitzpatrick, who followed,
claimed thatr the premier was. today as
highly regarded by the voters of Can-
ada as at any time in his political life.
Mr. Borden, interrupting Hon. Mr. Fitz-
patrick, compelled him to take back a
specific charge that Mr. Borden or some
equally high Conservative had inspired
two sets of petitious regarding the au-
tonomy bill, one from Jacques Cartier
Club of Montreal, of which Mr. Borden
had been a recent guest.

This incident created intense excite-
ment in the House and crowded galler-
ies. Mr. Fitzpatrick contended that the
educational clauses simply confirmed the
existing rights of Roman- Catholics in
the Territories and nothing more. The
debate then closed.

Representative men from all parts of
Canada today attended the annual meet-
ing of the association for the prevention
of tuberculosis. A resolution was adopt-
ed asking the government to appoint a
commission to devise the best means
for the preventing of the spread of the
disease.

Cement manufacturers saw Hon. Mr.
Fielding and urged an increased duty to
protect that industry.

The Senate resumed today after two

weeks’ holiday.
The Yukon commissionership will not
be filled for some time.

LOCOMOTIVE EXPLODES.

Johnstown, Pa., March 15.—While
going east past Bolivar station on the
Pennsylvania railway today, a locomo-
tive having a long train of empty cars
blew up, killing the engineer, George
Ribblett, probably fatally scalding
Fireman George Hysong and Conduc-
tor Griffin Hare, and injuring a dozen
of a crew of trackmen who were work-
ing at the place.

D

DOMINICAN TREATY POSTPONED.
United States Senate Will Not Ratify
Measure This Session.
‘Washington, March 15.—Hope has
been abandoned of ratifying the Santo
Dominican treaty at the present session
of the Senate. While no definite agree-
ment has been reached yet, it is quite
possible that the Senate will put the
treaty aside without taking a vote,
thus holding the convention before the
body until some later time. .
The idea that meets general approval
xtl‘;)wthis tg:: a.t;mtx;gements w‘llu be made-
e ate quire di _the
revess-of Congreay Sh Tnformanicn con: |
cerning Santo Domingo affairs that the
Senate may desire in order that it may
pass upon the treaty in a way satis-
factory to itself.

STILL HAS EYE FOR BUSINESS.
Mrs. Chadwick Insists Upon -Extreme
of Property Exemption.

Cleveland, O., March 15.—Mrs. Chad-
wick, ‘accompanied Wy two deputy
marshals, left the county jail today and
was driven to her old home to select
$500 ‘'worth of personal effects exempt-
ed from the claims of creditors. The
furnishings and other personal property
in the house will be =soid at public auc-
tion by Trustee Loesser on Friday.
Immediately upon entering the sump-
tuously furnished residence she broke
down and for a time wept bitterly.
Shortly after beginning her tour of
the house she encountered Dr. Chad-
wick. usbangd and wife at first mere--
ly smiled and nodded, and then in a
formal way shook hands. Only a few
words were exchanged between the
couple. Dr. Chadwick had not seen
his wife since he last visited her at the
jail about two months ago. Mrs. Chad-
wick selected between $4,000 and $5,000
worth of persondl property, which she
claimed was exempt under the statute.
Almost-all of this was wearing ap-
parel.

Nathan Loesser, trustee in bank-
ruptcy, said he would protest each and
every selection. Mrs. Chadwick select-
ed enough clothing: for twenty-five
women.

O

PEACE WOULD BE WELCOME.

Russian Minister of Railroads Inter-
viewed on Situatien.

St. Petersburg, March 15.—(3:35 p.
m.)—The question’ of peace still en-
grosses public attention, but the atti-
tude of this government apparently re-
mains firm. Minister of Ra ds Hil-
koff, in an interview, ] he, per-
sonally, would welcome , but it
was“difficult to see how it was possible.
To end the war under the present cir-
oumstances would be shameful. A
peace which would surrender Russia’s
position in the Far East at the sacri-
fice of @ SAS 1 - te at-.
tain it, and which

complete loss of Russia’s prestige
throughout the world would be folly.
It was better to go on fighting. A coun-
try would never be beaten while an
army was in the field, d in the test
of endurance Russia’s sources of men
and money must prevail. . There had
been no relaxation in the preparations
to prosecute the war. He was now
getting ready to go to Siberia and per-
sonally superintend the improvement
and double-tracking of the line.

The Prince expressed the hope that
the disaster to the army was not so
bad as represented to be abroad. He
had received a business telegram from
General Kuropatkin yesterday which
indicated.that the commander-in-chief
was calm and handling the railroad
situation skilfully.

Kuropatkin Praised.

Personally, the Prince was surprised
that Kuropatkin allowed himself to be
drawn into a genecral engagement at
Mukden, as he knew the Japanese were
in superior numbers by 75,000 men;
besides the Russians had Chinese un-
der the guise of bandits to reckon with.

the place with 50,000 men wounded
and extricate his army from thte meshes
of the net set by Field Marshal Oyama,
even with the heavy cost in men and
munitions, was, in the Prince’s opinion,
a military feature of the first order.

Prince Hilkoff said the work of the
Bouligan commission was very com-
plicated, but it was being pressed and
no doubt would shortly take form.
Anything in the nature of a Zemsky
Sobor was impracticable,. A council
containing representatives of the vari-
ous classes, the nobles, clergy, peas-
antry and burghers, on a percentage |
basis in order to avoid undue weight
in the case of a single class, was the
most feasible plan.

O

APPLIED THE CLOSURE.
Premier Balfour Takes Drastic Course
to Hurry Through Estimates.

London, March 15.—Premier Balfour
introduce the .closure in the House of
Commons this afternoon with the object
of securing sanction of the estimates be-
fore March 31. In moving the closi_ng
of proceedings on supply, the premier
declared that it was mnecessary in order
to secure the requisite votes before the
expiry of the fiscal year. The step tak-
en was for the credit of the house and
not to extricate the government from
difficulty. Prolonged debates delayed
business and ciosuring was more in con-
sonance with the dignity of the house
than the suspension of the 12 o'clock
rule, the vision of bedraggled members
of parliament going home at 1 o’clock in
the morning not being calculated to raise
the reputation of the House of Com-
mons.

Mr. Asquith (Liberal) in a few caustic
sentences moved the adjournment. He
declared Mr. Balfour’s motion was a
parliamentary scandal, the greatest out-
rage over offered by a “nominally” re-
sponsible minister to 4 “nominally” de-
liberative assembly. He accused the
government of mismanagement and the
premier of encroaching on the powers
and privileges of the house; and said the
motion marked an epoch in the degrada-
tion of the House of Commons from &
deliberative to a dependent body, and
transformed it into a mere automatic
machine to register thre will of the legis-
lature, .

The motion to adjourn was defeated
by 266 votes to 206.

Mr. Redmond next moved an amend-
ment that the house decline to sanetion
any proposals for further curtailing of
the supplies. The amendment was de-
bated on to 2:30 o’clock. when Mr. Bal-
four moved closure, which was carried
249 to 213. Mr. Redmond’s amendment
was then defeated by a majority of 40.
‘The dehate en Mr. Balfour’s closure mo-
tion will be resumed tomorrow.

That Kuropatkin was able to evacuate !

Plain Talli Of
Russian Error

Babbling of Junior Officers Dis-
closes Russian ﬁlilltary
Plans, .

Machinery of the Mlllt:ary Service
Is Now Fatally Disorgan-
lled. 3 g

’

Intelligence Department and the
Geographical Knowledge
lasufficient.

T. PETERSBURG, <March 15.—
(7:06 p. m.)—M, Kiriloff, one of
the Associated Presg Russian cor-
respondents, who was wounded at

Liaoyang, continuing today his descrip-
tion of the causes of the Russian de-
feat, has drawn a powerful picture of
the criminal lack of knowledge on the
part of the Russians of the country-and
of the enemy’s movements, and of the
utterly imprudent gossip’ and babbliag
which acquaints' the Japanese with
every movement and plan before they
are inaugurated. He compares the ar-
my to a powerful yokel moving forward

©0000000000000000000000000
WAR SUMMARY.

o »

(By Associated Press.)

Meagre reports h been re-
ceived from a Russian source of
a fight eight miles th of Tie
pass between a R an force
under General Mistchénko and a
Jliqnou column, their identity
unknown; the latter was repuls-
ed, it is said, with a loss of 1,000
killed.. The rumoyr that after the
evacuation of Mukden sighty for-
eigners, including an American
newspaper corresporident, had
been murdered by Chinese, is
discredited by the fagt that the
correspondent in question re-
ported to his paper March 14
that he had been ca by the
Japanese was being taken to
Kobe. A steamer arriving at
Singapore reports h d

o .‘ﬂ,qmm

VLADIVOSTOK APPROACHES.

Expected That Waterways Will Be
Clear of Ice by March 31,

‘fokio, March 15.—It is expected here
that the approaches to Vladivostok will
be open March 31. The ice in the Tia-
cong river, Korea, has melted and traf-
fic with Pingyang has been resumed.

L ——
MRS. STANFORD’S DEATH.

Action Will Probably Be Taken in
'Frisco on Arrival of Detectives.

Honolulu, March 15.—It is learned
that some action will probably be tak-
en at San Francisco after the arrival
there of the detectives who investigated
the recent.death of Mrs, Stanford in
this city. The detectives say they have
received positive instructions not to talk
about the case. They. will not discuss
Prof. Jordan’s opinion that Mrs. Stan-
ford’s death was not due to strychnine
poisoning.

The funeral of Mrs. Stanford, who
died here Feb. 28, was held li:cghe‘(%ou-

tional church.. . The Epi y ur-
al service was read by Bis %eshu--
ick. The preacher paid an eloquent tri-
bute to the life of Mrs. Stanford.

— e
CHARGED WITH FORGERY.

Albert Hoose Arrested at Vancouver
Yesterday for Serious Offence.

Albert Haase, a carpenter, was arrest-
ed at Vancouver yesterday at the in-
stance of the local police, charged with
forgery. Two charges will be preferred
against him, he havivg allegedly forged
the name of James I.eigh & Sous to two
cheques, one for $33, made payable to
himself, another for $12 which
a Times printer . cashed for him.
Haase, who came to Victoria nine
months ago from Tacoma, had been con-
victed of stealing there. Here he posed
ad a religious man and became a mem-
ber of Calvary Baptist church, afiiliat-
ing himself with many of the church so-
cieties. He is a young Dame about 23
years of age, and has been employed by
several local firms, his last place of em-
ployment being Leigh Bros.’ sawmill.
It is understood that not only did Haase
victimize’ his friends by having them
cash his bogue cheques, ‘but he induced
them to guarautee bills for board and
tools of his trade—carpentry, -not for-
gery. -Sergeant Detective Palmer locat-
ed the fugitive—he left here Saturday—
in \ancouver, and on receipt of a de-
spatch from the police office, Chief
Ncrth arrested him yesterday. Detec-
tive Macdonald went to Vancouver by
the steamer Princess” Victoria to bring
Haase. here for trial.

SEiapaian i S
NEW ASSESSMENT ACT.
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the ‘enemy whetl

y‘“m*‘lﬂ' pa

he stumbles up a hill; ‘ther ]

a valley. The keen-eyed enemy easily
avoids his waving, arms and mighty fists
and pours in a succession of blows which
send the Russian yokéel reeling backward
to his bitter astonishment. .

M. Kiriloff adds that the blame for
the successive defeats is not Kuropat-
kin’s. It is simply. due to the faet that
the machinery is out of order. A good
work was given bad helpers and miger-
able tools. The elements of misfortune
were

In the Army Itself

Behold the result. The mishaps at first
were attributed to the defensive position
of Kuropatkin’s, and it was said that
when the Russians assumed the initia-
tive all would be well. This was not
realized, because every movement was
pre-ordained to failure by the premature
publication of dilatory execution of the
plans. The merest stripling sub-lieuten-
ant chatters recklessly and informedly
of dispositions of movements which
should be ‘known only to a few chiefs.
The dispositions and plans of the battle
of the Shakhe river, for example, were
openly discussed several days in advance
in the railroad restaurant at Mukden.

LATEST FROM
THE FRONT

(Bulletin.)
Newchwang, Mar.15.
—The Japanese occu-
pied Tie Pass Wednes-

day at midnight.

The general staffs give information to
whomsoever asks for it.

| “Babbling is the bane of our military
bureaucracy,” says M. Kiriloff, “and the
sooper it is corrected the better.”

While thus opening the Japanese eyes,
the Russians close theirs. Not only
company and battalion commanders, but
even colonels, and at times commanders
of divisions, enter iunto battle ignorant
of the very manoeuvres they are expect-
ed to execute. For instance, Gen. Or-
loff on Sept. 2° was entrusted with the
movement on which the battle of Liao-
vang hinged, and he blindly led 15,000
men into action ignorant of why, where-
for and whither. Naturally there was
a disaster instead of the destruction of
Gen. Kuroki’s forces and a victory. The
general ‘staff is inattentive to the all-im-
portant duty of mapping. Even now
the Russans have unmsatisfactory maps,
and units in the hilly country are

Unable to Keep in Touch
with each other. The Russan intelli-
gence depdrtment is defective. It know:
npthing of the Japanese numbers, poxi-
tions or movements, not only in the un-
settled mountainous regions, but. even on
the populated plains of Manchuria. In-
stead of easily securing the sympathy of
the Chinese, the Russans alienatéd them
and they now side with the Japanese.
The Russians drove away the Chinese
bandits, who are now the eyes of the
Japanese army, and destroy bridges and
communications as well. Kuropatkin is

nervous generals, particularly those of
Rennenkampff, who sends “‘poems in-
stead of reports.” The late Lieut.-Gen.
Keller was also at fault, Gen. Kuro-
patkin was obliged to reprimandi him
sharply shortly before his death. These
causes existed and still exist. The army

has been defeated in the past and pres-
ent, and*will be in the future unless they
are remedied. i

also hampered by fantastic reports from |’

st

of Recent Commis-
sion Embodied in Legislation.

The bill to amend the = Assessment
Act brought down in . the Ilegislature
yesterday is practically an adoption of
tha recommendations made by the com-
mission, which reported to the House
on February 21. Coal and timber areas,
hitherto assessed as wild lands, are
separately classified, and the rate of
taxation on wild lands' is.reduced to
thereof. Coal lands, under exploitation,
three per cent. on the assessed value
which contribute_other taxes and roy-
alties, pay one per eent. on the assess-
ed value, and otlier coal lands .pay two

of one per cent. on the assessed value.
The exemption from assessment of per-
sonal property, when under the value
of $500, is repealed.

. In the matter of income tax, which
applies only upon incomes exceeding
$500, the rates are fixed as follows:
On the amount of such excess up to
$500, four-fifths of one per cent.; on the
amount of such excess over $500 and
not exceeding $1,500, one and one-fifth
per cent.; on the amount of such excess
over $1,500 and not exceeding: $2,500,
one and three-fifths per cent.; on the
amount of such excess over $2,500 and
not exceeding $4,500, two per cent.; on
the amount of such excess over $4,500
and' not exceeding $7,500, three per
cent.; on the amount .of such excess
over $7,500, four per cent.

Banks, in determining their taxable
income, are permitted to deduct from
their gross profits the losses sustained;
such losses, however, to be deducted
within six months from the time when
they are ascertained, and not to cover
transactions antedating the time of de-
duction mare than eighteen months.

The question of the taxation of com-
mercial travelers, resident agents, etc.,
is dealt with in a separate measure,
now before the House.

RELIEF FOR SETTLERS.

Readjustment of Dyking Taxation—
Province Assumes Heavy Burden.
The readjustment of dyking assess-

ments, embodied in the bill introduced

in the legislature by the government
yesterday, involves a total reduction of
something like $360,278.20 in the
amount theoretically collectable from
this source, and this obligation will be
assumed by the province. The import-
ance of the measure is, therefore, seen
at a glance, its object being to afford
a measure of relief to settlers who have
complained that the old rates of dasess-
ment bore too heavily upon thenr. ;
Under the present system it seems,
there are six dyking districts, in which
the government has expended for the
purchase of debentures issued, and in
completing, maintaining and operating
the dykes, $981,219.20. Of this expendi-
ture $896,734.52 was on capital account,
the balance being for maintenance and
repairs. As appears from the report
of the inspector of dykes, the annual
assessments required from the various
districts to cover this outlay would
amount, per acre, as follows :

Pitt Meadows ...c.cccieveeeey..$2.72.4

Maple Ridge (low land) ........ 1.93.8

Maple Ridge (high land) ..

Coquitlam

501 T R S SRR Fnasie RONE

Chllftwaok ... 000000 R #

Under the new bill these assessments
are considerably reduced, namely :
Pitt Meadows ... <3167
Maple Ridge (low land) .. 1434
Maple Ridge (high land) ...... 1.08.
CORMBEINNE . Jos ity Sl se vl et s S0
Matsqui . R o o
Chilliwack el e . 798

It will be observed that the difference
between the two systems, in the case of
Chilliwack, is very slight. This is
owing to the fact that the assessment
against this district, under the old act,
was comparatively low.

Provision is made in the bill that in

where nents are not paid
each year, the lands responsible for the
delinquencies shall be sold in the same
manner as in ordinary tax sales.

—0

Mr. Wyndham, chief secretary for
Ireland, has resigned, He had become
so strongly inclined to Home Rule as
to cause the defection-of the Irish union-
iste, and thus seriously endanger.tvhe
existence of the ~government. - Home
‘Rule 'is not. more popular in Great
Britain today than when Mr, Gladstone
attempted to give it effect.

per cent., and the same appHes to tim-| °
ber lands, Wg per-4.
sonal property is to twosthirdsy

KEEP ON FIGHTING.

Hayashi Says Japan Has no
Suggestions for Peace. <

' London, March 15.—Baron Hayashl,
the Japanese minister, in an interview
today .on the subject of peace, said sug-
gestions that the Japanese had officially
or unofficially put forward feelers, look-
ing to the conclusion of peace, were ab-
solutely unfounded.

“Whatever individuals may say here-
after,” he added, “yon may regard it as
certain that the Japanese do not mean
to put forward peace terms. When
Russia acknowledges that she is beaten,
or expresses her willingness to discuss
peace, we shall be ready. Until then
we shall continue to fight.”

DRINK OR A DRUG ?

Brooklyn Has a Mystery of a Han-
som Cab.

New York, Mareh 15.—The body of a
wonlan, who had been ‘dead several
hours, and 4 man unconscious and dying,
svere found in a cab which was driven
up to a Brooklyn police station on a gal-
lop early today. The man, who was
suffering from alcoholism, and possibly
from the effects of a drug, may recover.
The man said his name was Thomas
Deegan and that he lived in Comroe
street, one of the better class residential
sections of Brooklyn.

The dead woman, he said, was Miss
Mary Savage, thirty years old Both
Deegan and Miss Savage were well
dressed. The cab, driyen by 2 man who
said his name was David Good, dashed
up to the police station early today, and
when the policemen came out they found
the man and@ woman lying back in the
coach. Tt was seen at a glance that the
weman /was dead, but the man was still
alive and physicians were hurriedly sum-
moned. He became greatly excited wien
told rtlmt; his companion was dead.

A pohce surgeon who made a cursory
examination of Miss Savage’s body de-
cided that she probably succumbed to a
weak heart, superinduced by alcoholism.
The police have found that Deegan and
‘the woman had been drinking heavily of
gin in a saloon, and have confiseated the
half-emptied bottle from ‘which they

nk, and sent its contents to a chemist
for analysis to ascertain whether it had
been drugged.

Later—Coroner’s Physician Whaest
held an autopsy today on the body of
Mamie Savage, and states that he found
n9 irritant poison in the stomach and no
traces of drugs. Death, he said, was
apparently; due to acute alcoholism. §

News Notes Of
The Dominion

Baron
]

Premier of Quebec Receives a
Certificate of Character and
Retires, i

Hamiiton Board of Trade Pro-
tests Against Taxing Knights
" ofGulpe
Priss LSS

e %
 Montreal, March 14.—Fle directors/
of the Windsor Hotel Cémpany decided
at a meeting today to build a new hotel
beside the pres%lzotel; on the site of
‘Windsor Hall. - structure will be
a big one, and no pains or money will
be spared to make it a success. Wind-
sor Hall will be completely demolished.
The Rat Portage hockey team defeat-
ed the Wanderers of this city tonight
in an exhibition game, by 13 to 5.
Four thousand people saw the game.
The Ogilvie Flour Mills €ompany
have just compiled a careful estimate
of wheat remaining in farmers’ hands
in the country tributary to their 95
elevators situated in the wheat belt.
After making allowances for seed re-
quirements, the percentage is less than
6 per cent. of the whole crop, or equiva-
lent to reserves of under 3,500,000
bushels which is considérably lower
than expected. 5

Burglars entered the factory of I. L.
Michaelson & Son, manufacturers of
Jewelry, and forced ‘open the safe, se-
curing $3,000 worth of manufactured
and partially manufactured jewelry and
gold. Packages containing $10,000
worth .of diamonds were removed to a
safer place on Saturday by a member
of the firm.

Parent Gets a Certificate.

Quebec, March 14.—The committee of
inquiry into the Parent charges this
morning adopted a report which will be
made to the House this afternoon, de-
claring that the charges against Pre-
mier Parent made by Senators Legris
and Choquette are false, and that the
administration of the crown lands de-
partment by Mr. Parent and his officers
has been conducted with integrity and
honesty, and that no aecount of favor
or partiality as alleged had been com-
mitted. With this certificate of char-
acter it is sald Mr. Parent will retire
from office tomorrow or Thursday.

Advertising British Columbia.

Hamilton, March 14—The Hamilton
board of trade has appointed a com-
mittee to draft a resolution against-the
recommendation of the British Colum-
bia assessment commission that a tax
of $100 should be placed on every com-
mercial -traveler from outside that
province who goes into British Colum-
bia to solicit orders, and asking all
other boards of trade to co-operate. A
copy of this resolution will be sent to
the British Columbia legislature. The
committee will also look into the con-
stitutionality of the proposed legisla-
tion.

Found Dead in Toronto.

Toronto, March 14—W. Eugene
Cadieux, aged 17, was found asphyxiat-
ed in bed this morning at a boarding
house on Wilton avenue, with the gas
jet on, It is supposed that he acci-
dentally turned on the jet of the stove
while turning off the illuminating jet
alongside.

It is learned that the Whitney gov-
ernment has decided to cancel the com-
missions of all justices of the peace of
Qntario, with a view to reorganization,

The executive of the Centre Toronto
Liberal Association last night passed a
resolution against the school clause of
the autonomy bill. The resolution was
endorsed by T.,C. Robinette, K. C., the
Liberal candidate at the last election
and in every probability the Liberal |
candidate at the coming election.

The name of John Ross Robertson,
proprietor of the Towonto Telegram, is
mentioned as a likely candidate for the
seat in Toronto rendered vacant by the
death of E. F. Clarke.

The Winnipeg Assizes.

‘Winnipeg, March 14.—At the assizes
today the grand jury returned “mno
bills” in the charges against Liberal
Organizer Leech and Returning Officers
Ayotte, Adolph and Jickling for alleged
tampering with voterg’ lists at the last
Dominion elections. Judge Richards

{ sentenced John ~Sandecoch, the *hold- |

up” man, to fifteen years’ imprisonment

Neutrality
Of Germany

Has Been Strictly Maintained
Decleres Chancellor Von
Buelow.

Russla Will Remaln a Ma]dr
Power Despite War ‘and In-
ternal Disqulet.

8ocial Democrats Want War — A
Rebuke From Bismark’s

R

ERLIN, - March 15—Chancellor
Von Buelow, speaking in the
Reichstag today in reply to Herr
Von Vollman (Socialist), who

criticized the government for its eom-

plaisant attitude towards Russia in re-
gard to the sale of merchant ships and
the expulsion of refugees, said in part:;

“Herr Von Vollman, who watches

foreign events with close attention,

must have seen that the French Re-
publicans and the French Democrats
still give the greatest care to the alli-
ance between France and Russia. The

English Liberals have a lively wish that

good relations should - exist between

Great Britain and Russia; and others

in other lands believe that the position

of Russia as a great power will con-
tinue beyond the incidents of the war
and internal disquiet.”

This statement was greeted with

cheers and cries of “No, no!” from the

left party.

The  chancellor further said:

“The Social-Democrats

Desire War With Russia.

I regret to say that they have the in-
tention to set such a conflict ablaze and
cook their party soup over the flames.”

He read a clipping from a Socialist
paper, the Scwabische Tagawacht, say-
ing that if the Socialists controlled the
government, armed forces would cross
the frontier and free their Russian
brethren.

Von Buelow continued :

“For the second time Herr Von Voll-
man has spoken of Germany’'s depen-
dence upon Russia. He repeats this re-
proach although I have so often de-
we are not dependent wupon
Russia and that we are not after her,
but we also have no occasion to be un-
plegsant to her as many persone wish.
Twenty and forty years ago these same
attacks were made on Prince Bis-
marck. I remember Bismarck once said
in debate that he learned from such at-
tacks on the foreign policy how danger-
ous it was for persons who were not
exactly informed upon foreign gques-
tions to speak of them.

“L.will not say today,” added the
chancellor, looking taward Herr Von
Vollman, “to whom this might apply.”

Turning to the sale of merchant ships

g;ﬂ?nsda‘ the chancellor said that

belligerents had bought

trading vessels, the private Wndﬂg ?
neutrals... The English ‘cén-
tained frequent ann of .the
sale of such vessels to Japan; it was
ﬁown also th];t many German-owned

ps, especially. those of the Hamburg-
American line, been sold to Rus-
sia. Such transactions by private neu-
trals were not prohibited by interna-
tional law. The -

German Government’s Attitude

had been perfectly correct.

“We have been reproached by both
sides,” said the chancellor. “They say
on one side that we have inclined to-
wards Russia, and on the other side
it is that we desire that Russia may be
weakened by long continuance of the
war, which is as unfounded as the
other. Both governments know where
we -stand; Japan knows she can count
on our neutrality.”

Von Buelow read from a recent de-
spatch of the German minister at Tokio
as follows : “TFhe Japanese government
never placed any faith in the hostile
campaign against Germany. Japan
}motws of the intrigues that are set on

oot.”

“The Japanese foreign minister,”
continued Von Buelow, without quoting
directly, “said he had no ground for
suspicion or complaint against Ger-
many. He laid great value orr the good
relations with Germany. There was
no possibility of a collision between
Germany and Japan. The Russian
government also knew that Germany
did not intend to use against her the
difficulties in which she was entangled,
nor make her feel uncomfortable.”

PUPILS STILL ON STRIKE.

Educational Situation in Warsaw
Causes Much Concern.
‘Warsaw, March 15.—The authorities
yesterday were unsuccessful in an at-
ttempt to reopen the commercial and
technical schools. The pupils assembled
in the classrooms at the regular hour,
where they remained a few minutes
and then simultaneously.marched out.
The eduecational situation ds causing
much concern. In c juence of the
peasant agitation, the censor has is-
sued an order prohibiting the press
from referring to agrarian questions.
St. Petersburg, March 15.—The peas-
ant movement is spreading to the
northwest provinces. Serious disturb-
ances are reported in the provinces of
Vitna and Koveno, where the estates
and property of government officials
and others have been sacked and burn-
ed, necessitating the employment of
the military to suppress the revolt.
bl e el

COCHRANE RANCH SOLD.

Ranges in.Alborh Sold

Well-known
. to Americans.

‘Winnipeg, March 15.—The extensive
ranges of the Cochrane Ranch Com-
pany in southern Alberta, containing
some 66,600 acres of land, have been
sold. The sale was made by Mr. H. A,
Mullins, ex-M. P.,, of this city, general
manager of the Cochrane Ranch Com-
pany, and the consideration is said to
be in the neighborhood of $400,000, or
about $6 per acre. The purchaser is
an American capitalist and it is the in-
tention to colonize the lands. Mr. Mul-
lins has had the sale in hand for some
weeks and visited the south recently
to close up the deal.

The Cochrane ranch is one of the
oldest established and best known
ranches in Alberta, having been estab-
lished in 1881 by the late Senator Coch-
rane and is composed of 66,600 acres of
land and about 12,000 head of cattle.
The quality of the latter is said to be
the finest in Alberta, as the sires were
nearly all imported by Senator Coch-
rane from Scotland, and all the cattle

and seVenty-five lashes; and McDon-
.ald, who ed him in the work, got
ten years and twenty-five lashes.




