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THE OUTFITTING TRADE,

One thing ought not to be lost sight of
Dby the business men of Victoria, and
that is that the outfitting trade for the
Yukon will not last very long. As soon

* 88 means of transportation are provided,
merchants will send in large stocks to
all central points, and miners and pros-
pectors will go in light and buy their
supplies there. Next season the out-
fitting trade ought to be at its best, be-
cause one or more railways will tap the
Yukon waters by the spring of 1899. Of
course the prospecting and development
of the country south of the Yukon will
keep up & pretty steady demand from
individual gold-seekers, but the great
yush will be next season. In view of
this, it seems as though every day lost
in bringing the advantagesof this city
Defore the world is'so much opportunity
gacrificed. We notice that the Great
Northern -railway has issued 100,000
copies of 8 ci r, dealing with the
Yukon country, and that Seattle is
named as the great starting point. We
cannot afford to sit idly down and per-
mit the ground to be cut away from us
in this fashion.

A'good deal of energy is being devoted
just now to the discussion of rival
routes This is all right and  proper.
We are very much in accord with what
has been said about the Kitimaht route,
for example, and believe that it will be
opened by a railway at a very early day.
But this cannot be done in time for next
year’s business, and it is next year’s
business that we ought to be thinking
about. - In the Stickeen route we have
what is undoubtedty the best way of
getting into the country. If a start is
made up the river on, the ice about the
middle of February, there will be no
difficulty in reaching Teslin lake, or for
that matter in going through by way of

" Dease lake to the Pelly river,on the
snow. When navigation opens towards
the last of April there will probably be
2 steamer starting daily to go up the
river. Thousands of people can go in
by this route, and it has the advantage
of leading to the head-waters of the
gold-bearing streams, which can be thus
prosgpected under the most favorable
conditions. Men can get to the
ground they want to examine
by taking this route from a
month to six weeks earlier than
they can reach St. Michael’s, which is
from 2,000 to 2,600 miles from the best,
fields for prospecting. Most of the gold-
peekers next season will go to Stewart
river, McMillan river, the Pelly, the Big
and Little Salmon rivers, the Hootalin-
qua and other streams in the upper part
of the Yukon valley, To reach these
irom the mouth of the Yukon will in-
volve a journey twice as great as that
from Victoria by the Stickeen route.
The route by way of the passes is a little
.shorter to Klondyke than it is via the
Stickeen, but not to points on the Pelly,
the Hootalinqua and some of the other
streams. Moreover it is not open so
early. All these considerations serve to
demonstrate that the all-Canadian route
via the Stickeen will be the popular
one, when once the facts abount it are
understood. What is needed is to have
these things understood, and to have
Victoria always named as the outfitting
point in connection with them. If this

-is done lin a bold and aggressive way,
this city may have the outfitting of the
major part of the thousands of people
who will avail themselves of this route.

‘We repeat that the case does nof ad-

‘it of delay. Everything isin our favor
if we only make the necessary effort, but
we may make up our minds that if we
rely upon the mere strength of our case,
and trust the world to discover it for
themselves, we will spend next summer
in the pleasing but profitless occupation
of ‘“sitting on the fence and seeing the
‘procession go by.”” Money is needed to
accomplish what is necessary, but it will
be money’ well spent. There is not a
line of business in town that will not
profit greatly through thé presence here
of thousands of outfitters nextspring and
gummer,

Let the citizens rise to the greatness of

~ their opportunity. It is the greatest op-

portunity ever presented to them. How

would it do to hold a public meeting and

start a popular subscription? Dollars

count up to big sums if you get enough
of them,

B

A RADICAL DIFFERENCE,

The United States press is very out-
spoken in its praise of the manner in
which law is administered and respected
in the Klondyke, and the condition of
things there is contrasted with what
generally prevails in American mining
camps, greatly to the disadvantage of the
latter. The Chicago Times-Herald says
the safety of life and property in the
XKlondyke isa triumph for the British
government. If the word ‘“‘the’’ is left
out, we will subseribe to the sentiment.
It is a triumph of British government.
In the security felt by every ome in
the Klondyke that his rights will be re-
spected, our neighbors will, discover the
gecret of the success attending British
Imperial expansion. :

" Itisnot the duty of Canadian papers
to attempt to dictate to their neighbors
. how they should conduct their affairs,
Dbut since they themselves remark upon
the superior administration of the law
jn Canada and wonder why they cannot

have something like it at times, we may
be pardoned for saying that the brief
tenure of office and the consequent fre-
Juency of elections is one caunse. It is
not because the TUnited States is a
democracy and Canada is not, for of the
two countries Canada is the more demo-
cratic. The system of our neighbors
breaks down because the party caucus is
king, and to this sovereign every official
in the land bows down. The party cau-
cus has only one object—success. Any-
thing to win is the key mnote of its
doctrine. If it were possible to engraft
upon the system of our Heighbors some-
thing akin to our respomsible govern-
ment, the result would be highly bene-
ficial. The official in the United States
feels no responsibility to any one during
his official term, for his party being in
power he is safe from dismissal or im-
peachment under almost any conceivable
circumstances. So that he can keep the
voting strength of his party solid, the
caucus will ask nothing more of him. If
our neighbors are anxious to emulate
the conspicuous success of Canada and
other British countries in administering
the law, they would do well to investi-
gate along the line just indicated.

THE UNITED STATES AND CUBA.

Theodore Roosevelt, Assistant Secre-
tary of the Navy for the United States,
is credited with this statement before a
conference of Naval Commanders: * This
country is on the eve of a war with
Spain.” There seems to be a very gen-
eral opinion throughout the republic
that such a war cannot be much longer
avoided, While Canadians would na-
turally sympathize with their neighbors
in such a conflict, it cannot be claimed
that Spain has done anything which jus-
tifies hostilities against her by the
United States.

It is needless to eay that the struggle
would arise over Cuba; but viewed from
the position usually taken by the
American papers and American
congressmen, the cause for offence is
all on the other side, for undoubtedly if
it had not been for the sympathy ex-
pressed in the press and in the Congress
of the United States, the rebellion would
have collapsed long ago.  Every claim
that the Washington government has
made has been respectfully heard, and
satisfaction has been given in every
cage. The only excuse that has been
offered forinterference is that it is neces-
safy in the interests of humanity. But
it is to be remembered that Spain is a
civilized government, and international
relations do not contemplate that one
civilized nation shall interfere in the in-
ternal affairg of another on the ground
of humanity. The rebellion has been
prolonged, but not so much so as that
with which President Grant refused to
interfere, which continued for ten years.
Nor can it be said that interference on
the part of the United States would pro-
mote the cause of liberty and good gov-
ernment. The Cuban sympathizers, who
are forcing the hands of the Washington
government, deny that they wish to an-
nex the isl/and. They profess to desire
only to see it made independent. But
independence in Cuba is only another
name for anarchy. The rebels could not,
if they had the island to themselves to-
morrow, establish an orderly govern-
ment under which life and property
would be secure.. The turmoil which
characterizes the South American re-
publics would be reproduced in an in-
tensified form, and in the end the United
States, or some other nation, would. be
compelled to interfere.

There is a position, which has not yetv
been taken, that would justify armed in-
tervention by the United States or any
other first-class commercial power. Itis
this. No country has a right to govern
a dependency unless it can do so in a
manner that tends to the benefit of the
people and that of the world at large.
Spanish rule has unquestionably been a
failurein Cuba, and it is to the interest of
the people of the island and to all parts of
the world having intercourse with them
that this rule should be supplanted by
gsomething better. The last rebellion
was crushed with difficulty only.to be
followed by the present one,and there is
hardly a question that if this rebellion
is.put down another will break out be-
fore many years. It is hopeless to ex-
pect anything better. Other nations
have present or potential interests in
Cuba, and these demand that if Spain
cannot maintain an orderly government,
she should give away to some power
that can. This is quite apart from the
question whether General Weyler is
guilty of cruelties. He probably is; but
war is a cruel business and civil war
especially so.

e et

THE BRITISH NAVY.

The October number of the Strand
Magazine containg a very interesting and
instructive illustrated interview with Sir
William White, director of .naval con-
struction for the British admiralty, . Sir
William has advanced to this, the most
important post in the building of the
war ships of the British navy from the
humble position: of a shipwright’s ap-
prentice. He has been the designer of
the principal warships of the British and
many other navies since 1881, and is, as
the introductory. sentence of the arti-
ele remarks, *“virtually - the para-
mount arbiter of fashion in warships for
the world.”” He has designed ships for
the British navy in the last eleven and
a half years which have cost the nation

‘ﬁrsb-clau cruiser costs £450.000;: a sec-

ond-class about £250,000, and a third-
class ahout £130,000. The latest type of
torpedo boai ‘* destroyer”’ costs some
£60,000. All these figures are exclusive
of armament., The cruisers Powerful
and Terrible, however, are exceptione,
each costing £700,000, with an additional

£40,000 for the gnns. The value of the

British navy to-day, according to parlia-

mentary returns, excluding small ships,

steam tugs and like eraft, is £61,000,000.

More than two-thirds of this

value is represented in ships de-

signed by Sir ° William = White.

As an evidence of the extraordinary

ability of this naval constructor, the Ma-

jestic,,which weighs nearly 15,000 tons,

was just exactly the weight that Sir Wil-

liam had calculated, and her centre of

gravity was within two inches of where

it was expected to be. The Strand arti-

cle closes with the relation of a little

incident which will be perused with
relish by CoroNisT readers, who have

been nauseated recently with an over-

dose of American bluff and bragg. Ifis

as follows :

A few years ago Sir William took up
an American paper and in it he found a
lengthy account of the launching of a
new warship. The writer gave a detail-
ed description of thatship, and evidently
could not resist the temptation of crow-

ing over all the world. At the close oi his
article Great Britain was mainly apos-

trophized. ‘ Now, why,” the writer re-
monstrated, ‘‘can’t you advance like
America in warship designing and build-
ing? Just think of this young nation
being far ahead of you! Itisa disgrace
to Great Britain. We are ahead in guns,
in armour—in everything; and only ten
years ago we had nothing. This, our
latest ship, shows that we are ahead of
the world.” *This sort of thing,” re-
marked Sir William, quietly, ‘ rather
amused me, because I designed that
ship!”’

FEDERAL ISSUES IN
LOCAL POLITICS.

We do not believe that any consider-
able number of Liberals will follow the
Times in its new vagary. We have not
taken the trouble to refer to the files of
our contemporary, but our recollection
is that only a few months ago it was
very much opposed to running local
politics on federal lines. It may pro-
fess that it does not mean to do so now,
that all it wants is for the Conservative
opposition lamb to lie down with the
Liberal opposition lion; but it must
know perfectly well that in such an
event it would be the old story over
again—the lamb would be inside the
lion. Indeed the Times practically de-
mands that the Liberals of British Col-
umbia shall take the management of the
next local campaign, defining the issues
and deciding on the whole plan of action.
Mr. Semlin and the old-time opposition-
ists are to be invited to lend their aid, of
course, but the contest is to be: gener-
alled by Liberals, on a plan of campaign
laid down by Liberals, and naturally
enough the spoils of victory will belong
to the Liberals. We acquit the Liberal
party of Britich Columbia of any such
designs, and do not believe that the
Times speaks for any more than a
small and uninfluential clique in ad-
vancing the views above referred to.
We know of prominent Viectoria Liberals
who will have nothing to do with such
an arrangement, and the same is true of
many Mainland Liberals. - The scheme
will probably * diea bornin’.””

The people who are masquerading un-
der the guise of Liberals in this move-
ment are Liberals only in the sense that
they havenot been affiliated with the Con-
servative party, They are reactionaries
and obstructionists when they are not
radical to the verge. of socialism. Most
of them belong to the former class. Tie
latter are numerically few. The combi-
nation is a political hotch-potch for
which no name has yet been invented.
They have no standing and never had
any in provincial affairs. They are con-
spicuous principally because of the
frequency with which their aspirations
have been sat upon by the voters.

Reference has been made in the press
supporting the new notion to what has
taken place in other provinces.- Let us
begin in.  the extreme East- with Nova
Scotia. Everyone, who is familiar with
the history of that province, knows per-
fectly well that the division of local poli-
tics there on federal lines is the outcome
of the old Howe-Tupper controversy over
confederation. In New Brunswick par-
ties went to pieces at the time of the
union and have never reformed them-
selves in the provincial legislature on
Dominion lines. Thus' Premiers King
and Frager, both Conservatives, had no
stronger supporter than the Liberal St.
John Telegraph, the opposition leader
for some time being John 8. Covert,a
Conservative. When Mr, Blair came in-
to power he included Conservatives in
his cabinet. In Quebec we have simply
preserved the old-time controversy be-
tween Rouge and Bleu. In Ontario the
local contest is simply & continuation of
the pre-confederation struggle of the
Tories and Grits. Speaking subiect to
correction, we should say that the
party division in Prince Edward’s
Island is simply & survival of the old
conditions existing before the union,
and that in Manitoba it was the natural
result of the formation of 8 new pro-
vince. In British Columbia the condi-
tions are more nearly like those existing
in New Brunswick .than those in any of

£50,000,000 sterling. Of these ghips a

the other provinces. The question of

confederation was & temporary one and!
left no permanent mark on local politics. %
There have never indeed at any time

been in this province such hard and fast |
lines between parties in the federal,

' arena ag exist in Nova Scotia, Quebec;
temporary does us an injustice. The

and Ontario. The province is greatly
like New Brunswick in this respect also.
There is nothing in the argument from
history and analogy that favors the pro-
posal to introduce federal party lines
into the local arena.

Our position—and we believe it will
commnend itgelf to a great majority of
both Conservatives and Liberals—is that
what this province requires is a distinc-
tively British Columbian policy. The
problem of the future is how best to de-
velop the great resources of our pro-
vince, how to attract people and capital,
how to secure to those now living here
the best results for their toil and sacri-
fices. An honest critic will concede that
Hon. Mr. Turner and his colleagues have
made an excellent start in this direction.
There is undoubtedly room to do much
more; but the field is so great, there is
so much to be learned about it, there
are so many things to be considered,
that time is necessary to formulate plans
that can be successfully carried out.
The work of the ,provincial government
for the next twenty years will be two-
fold—to devise large plans for the' pro-
motion of provincial development, and
to care for the details of administrating
the law for an expanding but scattered
population. To pretend that this work
can be facilitated by the introduction of
federal issues into our local politics is to
confess a want of appreciation of the
nature of the problems to be dealt with.
We are sure the proposal will not be
adopted by the people.

Tee CoronisT yesterday asked the
Times a perfectly respectful question.
The Times on Wednesday, in an article
on * Liberalism in Provincial Politics,”’
wherein the policy of a convention of
the Liberal party was discussed, printed
the following sentence: ‘‘Let the con-
vention therefore frame its policy; let it
declare its aims and purposes; let it
formulate its basis of action.”” We asked
if this referred to local or federal poli-
tics, for the connection in which the sen-
tence occurs renders it sueceptible of
either explanation. The reply of the
Times, after an attempt-at wit, is as fol-
lows: ¢ Our neighbor asks for an ex=
planation, whieh, if time, space and in-
clination will permit, we would gladly
give. With a heart overcharged with
sorrow we say, ‘ life is too short,’”” And
this is how the Times begins what it in-
tended as a new departure in politics!
As we are thus driven to interpret the
article ourselves, we say that it means
that the Liberal party of British Colum-
bia ought at its forthcoming convention
to determine as a party to enter the pro-
vincial arena. In other words, that, if
the Times can have its way, hereafter
provincial issues will be run on federal
lines.

AsteE Nelson Tribune quoted in ex-
tenso the paragraph from the CoroNisT,
which it interprets as meaning that this
paper believes that a general redistribu-
tion scheme should be postponed until
1902, we cannot very well complain of
misrepresentation. At the same time it
passes our comprehension how such a
construction can be put upon the Cor-
onist’s language. After asking the op-
poesition press to tell us when they pro-
posed to bring their proposed redistribu-
tion plan into effect, the CoronisT said :

“If the redistribution i not to take
effect until 1902, that is at the expiry of
the legislature to be elected next year,
it is decidedly premature to talk aboutit
now, for no living man can pretend to
say what the population of British Col-
umbia will be or in what parts of the
province 1t will be in 1902.”

The redistribution referred to is that
proposed by the opposition in their
platform. We think anyone will con-
cede that it is premature to discuss in
1897 a redistribution to take effect in
1902. The Tribune says it is interested
to know if Hon. Mr. Turner shares this
view. As HOn. Mr. Turner possesses
ordinary good sense, we have no doubt
that he does; but we have not thought
it worth while to ask him so silly a ques-
tion.

Tue Columbijan, speaking of the elec-
toral lists, says: ‘‘The idea was aleo
conveyed, according to the report in the
CoronIsT, that the law required that a
voter had to reside in a riding one ‘year
before he could have his name placed on
the voters’ list, no matter how long he
had been a resident of the province.”
The CononisT has. mo recollection. of
having ever said anything which is open
to guch a construction. , We remember
having said, when the question as to
registration of voters was first brought
up, that if there was anything necessary
to be done to prevent the disfranchise-
ment of legal voters it doubtless would
be done, but we do not recall any fur-
ther reference to the subject. If an
article in the CoLoNIST conveyed the im-
pression above stated by the Columbian
and our contemporary will tell us when
it was printed, we shall be very glad.
We think, however, that the Columbian
is simply suffering from its old attack of
Colonistphobia.

Tae Ottawa Free Pressthinks that the
United States would not gell Alaska.
There is no use to be too sure about
that. Uncle 8am has an itching palm

Tae Inland Sentinel complains that
the Coast papers do not have anything
to say in favor of the central route to the
Yukon. It excepts the CorLoNisT from
this criticism, but complains that we
bave not said very much. Our con-

CovonisT has devoted two lengthy articles
to a description of the route and quoted
copiously from the Sentinel. We have
printed a good deal else bearing on the
same subject. Only last week we de-
gscribed the Nechaco country and the
rich _region extending thence to the
Northwest, which matter possesses the
most direct bearing upon the subject
which the Sentinel very properly has so
much at heart. We look forward to the
time when a railway will extend from
Kamloops to the Yukon connecting with
a new transcontinental road from Viec-
toria via Bute Inlet and having another
connection with the sea at Kitimaht Arm.

Tae Toronto Globe thinks we have
enough hereditary titles in Canada and
need no more. The Globe is right.
‘While hereditary titles are few in num-
ber and held by the persons whose
merit gained them, they certainly do no
harm. But there is no place in Canada
for a separate class of titled gentry made

up of those whoee claim to the distinc-
tion is the accident of birth, We see no
great objection to the recognition of dis=
tinguished service by the conferring of
knighthoodg. Too much of it would be
bad, but a little of it has a salutary
effect. There may come a time when
life peerages will be in order. Our ob-
jection is not to the honor conferred
upon men for faithful discharge of the
duties of citizenship, but only to the
creation in this democratic country of
an hereditary aristocracy.

WEe reprint from the Vancouver World
a portion of a letter from a Victoria cor-
respondent dealing with Mr. Maxwell,
M.P. This has a peculiar interest at the
present time, as Mr. Maxwell isin train-
ing for the leadership of the provincial
opposition. A section of the Liberal
party would be very glad to see Mr.
Maxwell leave the Dominion arena,
where he is considerable of a nuisance
to them. A strong section of the local
opposition—we use the word strong in a
relative sense—will not touch him on
any congideration whatever, if Le does
enter the provincial field. We do not
claims any prophetic attributes, but as
we diagnose the situation we fail to see
the least likelihood ‘that Mr. Maxwell
will be requested to offer his federal am-
bitions on the altar of provincial duty.

ForLowing the example of the Victoria
Times the opposition weeklies have be-
gun to discuss the ancestry of the editor
of the Coronist. If this is one of * the
first and necessary *’ issues of the cam-
paign of 1898, the editor of the CorLonIsT
will be pleased to furnish to the afore-
said papers a complete genealogical chart
of his family, with a full statement of
their services to their country and the
manner in which they have been recog-
nized. If it is not a *‘first and necessary
issue’’ of the campaign, the editor of the
CoronisT will be obliged to the aforesaid
‘papers if they will mind their own busi-
ness.

TR B N

THE story of the three Amphion blue-
jackets, told in the Corowist to-day, is
one of those tales of heroism with which
the history of the British navy is replete.
While Britain has such seamen to up-
hold her honor, she will remain the
undisputed Sea Queen.

S

Mz. ANDERSON, deputy Minister of
Agriculture, thinks we misread Mr. Mc-
Bride’s letter in regard to Farmers’ In-
stitute. The sentence in the letter is
capable of two constructions, and Mr.
McBride is entitled to the one Mr. An=-
derson puts upon it.

——————
BY WAY OF VARIETY.

They were sitting on the broad veranda
of a summer resort hotel, and the one in
light gray ventured to suggest to the one
in white that her husband was evidently
very devoted. :

«"What do you mean ?”’ asked the one in
white, knitting her brow and looking
troubled.

“ Why, he writes toyou every day, doesn’t
he?” returned the one in light gray. ]

“ Yes: that’s just what troubles me,” said
the one in white, actually scowling at the
thought.

¢« Troubles you?” L

« Certainly. I can’t help thinking he’s
afraid I'll pack up and come home unex-
pectedly if he doesn’t.””—Chicago Post.

A great suit is going on in California to
decide whether the owner of the hen owns
the chickens or the woman that bought the
eggs. In Florida it would be the coon that
first got into the coop, but the California
judge has reserved his decision.—Florida
Citizen.

Goes without saying—the diffident lover.
—Boston Transcript.

«What is the great gambling game in
Klondyke?” 3 :

« Freeze-out, 1 imagine.”—Philadelphia
North American.

She—Do you think the bull would have
killed me ifybe had chased me?

He—Oh, it would have been a toss-up !—
Truth.

Sue Brette—I think that friend of yours
will get on the stage some day.

Foote Light—You must take him for a
bad egg.—Yonkers Statesman.

¢ What is horse sense, Uncle Jim?

“] don’t know, exactly; but a man
oughtn’t to trust himself on a bicycle un-
less he has got it.”’—Chicago Record.

The Portland, Me., Express tells the fol-
lowing yarn: A man in thattown recently
hung his bicycle from the ceiling of his
cellar, and not far from a swinging shelf,
on which food was kept. A mouse jumped
from the shelf upon the tire of the front
wheel, evidently thereby hoping to reach
the floor. The wheel started, and mousie
naturally ran to the highest part of it. It
was unable to stay on the top of the tire,
but couldn’t get enough foothold to jump

and he never yet turned his back upon &

good offer. l

to the wall. When found next mornin
the mouse was very much exhausted,
though still running. The cyclometer
showed that he had run 93 miles.
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Are You

A Weak Weman?
Do Your

Nerves Tremble?
Does Your

Back Ache?

O YOU FEEL ANY OF THE effects of
past neglect of the laws of health?
The thoughtlessness of boyhood and the
ignorance of girlhood ruin thousands of
lives. They take away Natures vitality,
which is the ground work of health.
Perfect manhood depends upon it. True and lovely womanhood is impossible
without it.

Electricity has done much for us. It isanatural invigorant. No better way of using
it can be be found than Dr. Sanden’s Electric Belt. Its strengthening effects are given
gently. Men grow stronger day by day, and weak women regain the flesh of health
from it.

Dr. Sanden’s Electric Belt is a grand remedy.

Its power is felt instantly. The blood jumps with life from it. A valuable book for
either sex will be sent free upon request. Consultation free and invited. Address

DR. A. T.SANDEN,
255 Washington Street, PORTLAND Oregon.
£@~Dr. Sanden pays the duty on all goods shipped to this Province.

Wrecked.

That is where we will be for the Klondyke
trade if & move is not ‘made to let the World
know Victoria bas an existence. With Railroad
terminals in other cities, Anstralian line of
steamers passing by, Victoria can be side-
tracked.
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