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LONDON WITHOUT JU S ITSELF 22 YEARS BEHIND .THE TIMES ;

The First a Three
RBiggest Need—A Juvenile Court.

ot Serics of

By HELEN MACMIL

ONDON still has no juvenile o

future may portend on the returns of Police Magis-

trate A. H. M. Graydon
And this means that

hehind the times when it comes to dealing with her

juvenile delinquents. For it was wa
the first city on this continent rose u

1+ system which would place voung

and girls side by side with hardened criminals in the

law courts
That city was Chicago
Through agitation initiated in th

l.egislature passed a law authorizing the establishment

of a special kind of court for the h
cases.
In accordance with this law a

established in Chicago in 1899, marking the beginning
of a movement which has spread from coast to coast
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London is just twenty-two years

! of “time served”
LAN.
ourt, the

whatever
ness.

It would be no
thirteen
v back in 1889 that

1p in indignation at
and innocent boys

But the whol
proper machinery
| delinquents during
| alone.

at city, the Ilinois | when it was first

earing of children’s
juvenile court was

Others may be
they belong to the

throughout the U
has saved thousands of men and women from the stigma

nited States and Canada. and which

for some foolish youthful prank.

Wherever it has gone, the juvenile court has paved
the way for a better citizenship and limited the number
of those who go down into the ranks of crime and base-

fault of hers, however, should London

be but thirteen years behind the times, for it was only
years ago
recognized the advantages of a juvenile court, passing
the Juvenile Delinquents’ Act in 1908.

that the Canadian Government

e responsibility for being without
for dealing with the cases of juvenile
the last thirteen years, lies on London

Juvenile delinquents who were fifteen at the time

possible for London to have a special

method of dealing with their cases, are now men and
women of twenty-eight yvears of age.
living under the shame of a public trial court or years
spent in a reformatory.

Some may be yet

shamelessly boasting of the fact that
bands of bank robbers, hold-up men

and the like who are infesting the country at the present
time.

Whatever they may be doing. London has this to
thank about—she is to blame for it. When other Cana-
dian cities and American cities were reforming their
court system to meet the needs of the child, London was
standing still and is even yet standing still.

With the exception of a few big-souled citizens who
are now commencing a new agitation for the establish-
ment of a juvenile court in the city, no one seems to
care. And even these citizens needs to watch out, lest
their agitation gets no farther than merely agitations.

There have been agitations before.

What the boys and girls of London need is their own
court—not perpetual discussion on the subject in city
councils and committee meetings.

To make it the target of municipal office hunters is
no help.

To make it the subject of heated controversies and
petty jealousies of rival “good works" societies won't get
anywhere.

The people of London are the ones to decide whether
London should have a special co to deal with Its
delinquent juveniles.

head.
rance as judge.

Windsor.

No!

Stratford has a juvenile cor-t

What would the people of London say if they got a
chance to say anvthing at a!l on this subject?

Are the people of London content to let the other
cities of Ontario get ahead of them?”
a juvenile court since 191

Toronto has had
with Judge H. S. Mott at its
with James Tor-

o

S. Atkinson is judge of the Haileybury
court; J. J. A. Weir, of the Kitchener court; A. D. Hardy,
of the Brantford court; W. P. Archibald, of the Ottawa
court; John R. Blake, of the court at Galt; A. D. Creasor,
of the Owen Sound court, and A. . Bowlby now succeeds
Canon A. Carlisle as judge of the juvenile court at

Why should London not be included in the list of
Ontario cities progressive enough to establish and main-
tain a juvenile court?

Is it that London is content to let the boys and girls
of the city grow into manhood and womanhood, running
the risk of becoming hardened criminals because the city
will not adopt the only proper method of dealing with
juvenile offenders?
It's that the people of London have not yet had
a fair chance to express themselves or. the matter,

When are they going to get that eliance?
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