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OHAPTER XXIL
‘He-goes~-indoors feeling o ready; to
Mave *that “serious talk” and that
*humble ptg" repast that it is with
surprize and satisfaction that he re-
woeives ‘a message from the viscount,
,who -wishes to see -Captain Glynne
‘fn hid private room.

¥ don't think I have ever been
favored by an invitation to walk into
ryour. parior before, viscount,” heé ob-
‘gerves, with a glance around the
small, dingy room, which is lumber-
‘ed and erammed with a huge, heavy
.old escritoire and bookcass, and &
. mathle-topped table supporting a
magsive lamp. which. 48 pushéd un-
i tidily baok against a screéen that
leans against the wall, having no
iroom to stand properly.

"No? the viscount says, with &
sour contortion of his face and &
glimmer of An evil smile in his eyes.
“Why that quetation, I should like
to. know? I certainly shouldn't
bother to play spider to you!”

™he words are sufficiently Insult-
ing. the tone is worse.

“What do you want of me?” Dallas
asks coldly and qcurtly, forgetting
the ‘humble pie’ altogether.

"I want to ask yoii what you meah
by offering an insult to my guests?”
thé viscount demands, with a snarl
“if you and your wife éan’t agree to-
gether, you might-—at least, while you
reffiained in my house—have refrain-
ed from letting your admiration of
andther lady be so marked as to bhe
an imsult to that lady—yes, an insult
to her! 1 repeat it, sir!” the viscount
says sternly, confronting Dallas with

{

{

a severe judicial aspect.

Dallas, fairly paralyzed with rage
and astonishment, stands gazing at
himh in silence. 4

"Your conduct has driven your
wife to leave Pentreath this morn-
ing,” the viscount resumes, with a
menacing . tone and an ugly lowerihg
frown; “and, as you know quite well,
a stép like that on the part of a wite
means deadly injury to a young girl’s
reputation—her spotless reputation,
sir,” the viscount adds, fiercely, rais-
ing his voice, “which you would sat-
rifice to your vanity!”

"Do\n‘t you think, Lord Glynne, you
have gone far enough?”’ Dallas says
slowly; and his lordship fancies,
from the look in his cousin’s eyes,
that he has gone far enough; but he
knows-—though he is afraid—that he
must go farther.

“I have not spoken without reason
~-without strong reason,” he resum-|
s, rather blusteringly.” “Mrs. Mur-
Yay and her daughter have no re-
source.to leave the house at once.
Lady. Maria is indignant . beyond

gleaming with anger, “that
said enough Not that I should
dream of resemting your malice and
}hatred,”  he; gidds, with galling con-|
tempt; “you cab’t help your nature.
But' I won't H#tén . to your champion-:
ing Joyce against me! it is as need-

ray knows her £00d name is as dear
to me as iy 1tte or homor. Joyce
knows e and trusts me!Y-he-finishes
"'Whi don’t m say at once that
She loves you madly sud - fieans: to
be faithful to you forever? Viscount
Glynne asks, with a vesiomous:sneer.
“I shouldn’t be surprised at any as-
sertion of the kind from you.”
“Wouldn’t “‘ydu prefer. proof?” -Dal-
las asks, mockingly, suffering him-
gelf to be betrayed into an indiscre-
tion in his raging contempt.
The viscount’s pallid face grows
Nvid. '
“Not even your wretched vanity
could trump up & proof!” He says,
huskily. g
“Couldn’t it? Dallas rejoins, smil-

flag of the toreréo to the infuriated
bull,

“I don’t wonder at your wife leav-
ing you!™ the yiscount says turious-
ly . e

“Nonsense!” Dallde responds, afr-
fly. “My wife hasa’t left me, You've
been swallowing slander wholesale,
I'm afraid, vistount. My wife loves
me, and—I love her,” he adds, a lit-
tle unsteadily, “and I am going up
to town to rejoin her this afternoon,
unless the earl wishes me ta stay.”

“The earl hag expresséd no wish
about you, sig!” Lord’ Glynne retonts;
his sunken jeyes flamifig still. “If
he wepe able to express 4 wish, I
have ho doubt it.-would eoincide with
mine.”

“Thank you—for your-Gourtesy and

either;” and he quitd the room, and
half an hour later quits Pentreath,
ne‘ver' to enter it again.

When Dallas departs, Lord Glyfine
locks his door caréfully against in-
truders, and from béhind the screen
which is leaning untidily againkt the
wall and masking the sécond small
door peep out, the dark glossy curled
head and sparkling eyes of Made-
moiselle Bella Glover.

“Well,” she says, laughing softly,
“you sald listeners would, hear 1o
good of themselves, Tﬁt meant I
should hear i1l; but you see he never
suid one word agalnst the, névér sis-
pecting T had the tip of my finger in
the .ple, poor. young mani®

“1 don't kmow what good you have
done for yourselt or anybody by puls
ting your finger in the ple,” the vis-
count, says, gruffly. “Yowre teo
clever by half, Bella!”

“Oh, 1o, I'm not!* ghe retorts’
coolly., “i Rave to. be very clever—
poor I;ttl !—{p order to carry out
my omp s wbm. You wanted
to:etﬂdotnulummo.dun'c
‘you? Well, you have got rid of him.

someétimes!”

measure about it, and naturally feels
very strongly on Joyce's behalf; she |
feels also that, but for her being nn—'
happily an 1nvnlld this mixht never
h‘ve bappened. In her propor place
s hostess she could” have protected
poor Joyce.” -

“Yes, 1 have got M@ of him, T
hope,” - ho.dmlpw’ “Cons
found him and his tmpuflence!” -
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terests is intended to preserve for posterity in-
“I' don’t know why the deuce you: & delightful form the domestic life of
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RO o e TN s : s | manitestation and gTest. cere /hnd
hers,” growis the vingsunt. thought and invention have béen lave
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is read, not only i8 Dallas Glynneé’s Dolls exactly in scale with the build-
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1s 16 allusiofl to the sum of five hufi-
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