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A FARM SCENE IN THE VICINITY OF WETASKIWIN
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A BOW OF NEW WETASKIWIN HOM ES ERECTED IN,THE 
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of the Province of
Wetaskiwin, Sept. 27.—It is the am­

bition of every western town.to be on 
some line of railway, but it, ie the 
supreme ambition of each to be on the 
route of a transcontinental ■ railway. 
Alberta lias a line of oities from the 
south to the north that share equal 
honor in this resgggt. Is the early 
days it was Edmonton's hope that elle

A. S. ROSENROLL, M. P. P. 
Wetaskiwin1! Member in the Legislature.

would be on the route of the first 
transcontinental railway to the Pacific 
ocean. Calgary robbed her of the 
honor, the C.P.R. engineers choosing 
the Kicking Horse instead of the 
Yellow Head Pass. At last Edmon­
ton has come to her own and will 
have three transcontinental roads in-

proposed to build a new station house 
at a cost of $20,000 and a section 
house. The yatds will be situated 

-some distance north of the site of the 
present yards. It is proposed to 
straighten the curve in the present 
route of the C. & E. at the north end 
tl the city by a new piece of track 
that will occupy the relation of a 
.chord tc tin. curve. The curve will 
le lift ;n its present position to serve 
ns a'tfad truck to the various parallel 
tracks of the yard. There will be 
-twenty . hacks, giving a total track­
age of i ei rly twenty miles. The 
C Pit. have sunk an, artesian well 
with a daily capacity of 70,000 gal­
lons, and are about to begin another 
cihî of the same capacity. The round 
.".'-use is t-. oe enlarged to accomm « 
dite at least ten engines. The 
statement was recently made by 
Superintendent R. R. Jamieson, of 
the C.P.R., that the company would 
spend $125,000 in improvements at 
Wetaskiwin.

Improvements Started.
The work of improvement has com­

menced . on tile section of the road 
between Wetaskiwin and Strathcona. 
Construction gangs are at work bal­
lasting the- track preparatory to lay­
ing new 80-lb steel rails.

Considerable civic improvement has 
been undertaken this year. The 
Wetaskiwin Creek, which runs 
through the city, is to be deflected 
from its present course and taken by 
a canal west of the city into the 
Pipestone river. The work is to be 
done jointly by the city and the 
C.P.R.

City Improvements.
A complete system of sewers and 

water main are contemplated next 
near. The material for the work has 
been purchased, and is on the ground. 
The water supply will be obtained 
from a 12 inch artesian well, which 
has been already drilled to-a depth of 
600 feet. . The water will be pumped 
into an immense reservoir to give

stead of one. With the building of 
the Crow’s Nest the ainbitiops of 
Lethbridge, the coal city, began to he 
realized.

The last city of Alberta to have 
transcontinental ambitions is Wetas­
kiwin, the elevator city. These am­
bitions will be realized as soon as 

-the C.P.R. line, now extended as far 
- east as Hardisty, is built through to 
Saskatoon. The completion, of this 
sec$)on of the pioneer railway of Wee. 
tern Canada wijl put the Wheat City 
into.direct, connection with a network

hydraulic pressure sufficient for all 
purposes. The sews/^e will he 
discharged into septic tanks three 
and a half miles from the city on the 
banks of the Pipestori" river.

The lighting of the city will bs by 
electricity or gas. The present elec: 
trie power house is to he enlarged and 
n gas plant installed by the city at 
a cost of $30,000.

* Factory Site.
The city has obtained an option on 

a sub-division north of the city and

of railway in Saskatchewan aoid 
Manitoba, and at the same time make 
it an important railway centre on tha 
main lino of the C.RR..-through- tjie 
Yellow Head Pass and to thie jpeac 
River. The work of completing the 
railway to Saskatoon will be finished 
next year, and already the C.P.R. 
authorities have begun to extend the 
yards and trackage at Wetaskiwin.

C.P.R. Has Elaborate Plans.
Your correspondent was accorded 

the privilege of examining the C.P.R. 
plans for the Wetaskiwin yards. It .s

in the angle made by the two mil- 
ways for a - factory site and liberal 
inducements will be made to bona 
fide investors in industrial enter­
prises. .-

During the present building season 
a large number of dwelling houses 
have been built. They ate ell of the 
substantial class and are an undeni­
able evidence of the thrift and energy 
of the- new citizens of the city. The 
total amount of building of this kind 
is in the neighborhood- of $60,000.

The Main street of the city is be­

ing extended across the C. P. R. 
tracks, which contribute a great deal 
to unite business on both sides of the 
tail way, A gang of men and teams 
Are busy this week in widening and 
levelling the street in the vicinity of 
the tràeks. When this work is com­
pleted the city will have one of the 
Smartest thoroughfares to be found in 
any city in the province.

The Alexandra School.
f The citizens of Wetaskiwin are just­
ly proud of their public school. There 
are 400 public school pupils now on 
the roil. The Alexandra school was 
built in 1905 and is' provided—.with 
every convenience and affords accom­
modation for 500 pupils. A competent- 
staff of teachers under Principal Dob­
son rank in scolaatio standing and ef­
ficiency with those of any city in Can­
ada. Lately a kindergarten depart­
ment under the direction of Mrs, R. 
E. Terry, has been established. This, 
it is said, is the only kindergarten or­
ganized in connection with a public 
school in the province.

New R. C. Church.
Preparations are also being made 

for the erection of a Roman Catholic 
church to cost *25,000.

Wetaskiwin will be the centre oi 
one of the judicial districts recently- 
organized in tlie Province of Alberta. 
For this purpose the Government of 
Alberta have purchased a site'for the 
new court house to be erected next 
summer. The first appropriation for 
the work was made by the legislature 
last session.

Manufactures.
Manufactures ate steadily being 

established. The latest industry of the 
city is a macaroni factory established 
by Messrs. Long & Co. Various kinds 
of macaroni products are manufactur­
ed from Alberta flour. The firm be­
gan business .five months ago, and 
state that a ready market is found for 
the entire product. Twenty bags of 
flour per day is consumed or about 
3,000 barrels a year. The plant will 
be increased at once so that the out-

Alberta. Scattered in the country 
east are several villages such as 
Gwynne, Rosenroll, Duhamel, Battle 
River, New Norway, Lewisville and 
Angus Ridge. The trails to all these 
places are in excellent condition. In

to the rescue in. time. Several mem­
bers of the Quadra’s drew, who 
manned the lifeboats, were also given 
medals b ythe United States govern­
ment, and Mr., Templeman formally 
made the presentation in each case.

depth of the well, is in the neighbor­
hood of 2,800 and will probably be 
bored to 3,000 feet or so.

More wells are to be drilled by the 
Natural Gas company in close "prox­
imity to tlie present one.

given two readings on August 13th 
and a third on the 20th, though there' 
was- a further precaution in ’reading 
tlie three times on the 20th. He also 
showed that it was unnecessary to 
have a petition before passing an ear!v

STOCK YARDS AND ELEVATOR S AT WETASKIWIN, ALBERTA. IT IS FROM THIS LINE OF ELEVATORS 
THAT THE CITY GETS ITS NAME, THE “ELEVATOR CITY.”

places where settlement interespts the" 
trail, the road has been diverted to 
the regular road allowance and a new 
road constructed. The road to Pigeon 
Lake lends into a Splendidly wooded 
and open country, -which is being 
rapidly settled. - , -r -,

Fuel and Water.
Coal is obtainable it many points 

along the banks of the creeks and 
rivers like other districts of the pro­
vince. Development near the city- of 
Wetaskiwin lias revealed a bitumin­
ous seam nine feet thick at a depth 
of 600 feet. Wood is plentiful. The 
Indians on the reserves southwçst of 

put of the factory will be doubled.4 t!le city make a business of hauling
In addition to macaroni and vermi­
celli wheat cream breakfast foods are 
manfactured and a wholesome variety 
of infant food by special treatment of 
the wheat grain to remove the surplus 

’starch, which is an unnatural com­
ponent of an infant diet.
S The Wetaskiwin Tent and Mattress 
Company is" one of the first industries 
of the city and one that has proved 
.eminently successful. The plant is 
working to its full capacity the year 

‘round.
The flour mill, which has a capa­

city of 50 barrels per day, is working 
double shifts to keep up with the 
demand for its output.

Six Elevators.
here are six large elevators with a 

combined capacity of 250,000 bushels 
of grain. During the season of 1806- 
07, over 500,000 bushels of grain pas­
sed through the Wetaskiwin elevat­
ors,- The increase of settlers and the 
Increased acreage given to grain in 
this district renders it necessary to 
enlarge the elevator capacity of the 
Elevator City.

Resources of the District.
The section of country tributary to 

Wetaskiwin is one of the richest in 
the whole length and breadth of the 
west. The soil is unsurpassed. The 
country is settled with energetic and 
intelligent farmers who are rapidly 
developing its agricultural resources 
along scientific and diversified lines. 
Last year 50,000 acres were under 
crop. The returns for this year are 
not to hand, but when they are com­
pleted there is little doubt that the 
acreag3 will be greatly increased.

The cattle industry is a flourishing 
one. Tjje shipments lust year were 
3,500 fat cattle. Many of which were 
shipped direct to England. Dairying, 
too, is coming well to the front. Far­
mers are improving their stabling fa­
cilities and are going m to winter 
and summer dairying. In addition 
to tins fact creameries are springing 
up at many points in the district. 
Some of these are under the super­
vision of the government, while oth­
ers again are controlled by private 
enterprise . .

In the country west of the city there 
is considerable timber suitable for 
lumber. During the logging season, 
about 100 men are engaged in the 
camps. The output of logs is manu­
factured locally into dimension stuff 
for which there is a great demand in 
the city and in the country around 
it.

Fishing Industry.
Pigeon Lake, about 30 miles west 

of the City, has long been noted for 
its fish. The fishing industry has 
been developed in a small way dur­
ing the last five years and is yearly 
growing in importance, as many as 
20 barrels a day bein gshipped' from 
Wetaskiwin and L acorn be.

The roads leading to Wetaskiwin 
are the best in the whole of Central

wood and hay to the Wetaskiwin 
market.

The city supports two bright weekly 
newspapers, the'Times and the Post. 
The Times, of which Mr. V. C, French 
is .proprietor and editor, will soon- be 
housed in a new brick block and 
•thoroughly equipped with an up-to- 
date plant. ;

Much of the credit for advertising 
the Wetaskiwin district and the ad 
vantages of the .city is due to th

NATURAL GAS AT CALGARY.

present member iq.jtlic Alberta legis-1 he said:

Calgary, Sept. 27—“If we had our 
maximum pressure we could bring 
natural gas into the city in sufficient 
quantity to run the waterworks, the 
electric light plant and all the manu­
facturing concerns within six weeks,” 
declared A. W. Dmgmoh, managing 
director of th? Calgary Natural Gas 
company this morning. The natural 
•gas question, as far as Calgary is now 
concerned, was decided yesterday aft­
ernoon when with only a slight pres­
sure the gas flame shot up to a height 
of thirty feet.

“But the most astounding thing 
about the well is that only the first 
gas bearing sand Strata has been 
reached and before pressure cap be 
correctly estimated two more sand 
strata» with a depth of from 150 to 200 
feet each have to be bored through.”

Better Than the “Hat.”
A. W. Dingman is a man who has 

spent a good many,years of his life 
boring gas wells, both in Pennsyl­
vania and,the N. W. T.

In reply to a query this morning

Contemplate This.
But what is most interesting from a 

citizen s standpoint is the company’s 
contract with the city. The com­
pany places as a maximum a price of 
25 cents per thousand for lighting pur­
poses and 15 emts per thousand for 
power. Two and a half feet will sup­
port a 50 candle power light for half

closing by-law.
The magistrate fined bot.14 defen­

dants $10 and costs. Mr. Mackie 
'gve notice of an appeal.

G. T. P. IONTRACTS
FOR THE PACIFIC LINE

Montreal, Sept.. 27.—The Dominion

WETASKIWIN’S SPLENDID SCHOOL BUILDING.

lature, Mr> A. S. Rosenroll. He lias 
been a pioneer ill" ranching and farm­
ing and by fris sUeeéss has done a 
signal service for his district.

A FITTING REWARD.

Ottawa, Sept. 27.—A report received 
here says Hon. W, Templeman. min­
ister of inland reevnue. is hack at 
Victoria after an inspection tour 
around the Vancouver Island coast, 
and that while there he formally pre­
sented to Mrs. Minnie Patterson, wife 
of the lighthouse keeper at Cape 
Beale, a magnificent silver service.

This is donated to her by the 
United States government for her 
heroism in connection with the 
rescue of "Captain Allison and his nine 
American seamen of the United States 
barque Cplma. This vessel was 
wrecked ofi Cape Beale last year, and 
through a blinding storm sire walked 
many miles to get the wrecking stea­
mer Quadra and its crew, who came

“Judging by present indications I 
think Calgary will prove to have a 
better supply than Medicine Hat. 
Take all natural gas wells. The first 
sand you come to has a small bearing 
of gas and oil mixed ; the second is a. 
heavier grade and bears more, and 
the third is practically the reservoir 
for the gas. Now I figure it out this 
way. So far we have only reached 
the first strata and the pressure is 
such that it will send a flame thirty 
feet in the air. Unfortunately work 
at the well has been suspended owing 
to the wearing out of the large cable. 
It will bs a week before this arrives 
and boring recommenced.”

Pressure Too Great.
Mr. Dingman predicts that he will 

be unable to reach the. last sand 
strata. He opines that the pressure 
will be too great and if boring was 
continued it would have the effect 
of a dynamite explosion.

A test, could b? made but there is a 
possibility of the walls 600 feet down 
becoming damaged. At present the

A BUSINESS STREET IN WETASKIWIN.

an hour. A good light can therefore 
he kept up for ah entire evening at 
the great cost of one half cent. Large 
manufacturing concerns will doubt­
less dig their own wells but only for 
their own use. The company has- the 
sole right to distribute and supply the 
ity.

BY-LAW SUSTAINED.

Before Magistrate Cown this morn­
ing the bearing of the cases against 
Sem.vk and Chitton, the east-end 
butchers, for violation of the early- 
closing by-law, was resumed. M. Â. 
Mackie, for tlie defendants, argued 
that tlie by-law should have been 
passed on a petition from the rate-

Lina Steamship Company has entered 
into a contract with tlie Grand Trunk 
Pacific jtailway Company to operate 
a line of steamshins between Prince 
Rupert and Oriental ports, tlie service 
to commence as soon as the transcon­
tinental railway is completed to the. 
Pacific coast.

The Dominion Line operates a line 
of steamships between Montreal, Que­
bec and Liverpool. Other steamships 
operated by the company • are the 
Canada, Dominion, Kensington and 
Southwark.

It is reported to be the intention of 
the Dominion Line to replace several 
of these vessels on the Atlantic with 
larger and more modern boats. The

A BUSINESS STEET IN WETASKIWIN.

A WETASKIWIN RESIDENCE.

payers only, and also that it was in­
valid by being read three times on 
one evening, in spite of the protest of 
Aldermen l)aly and Anderson.

Mayor Griesbaeh was the only wit­
ness called. He testified that the by­
law had been givdn three readings on 
August 13 and again three more oil 
August 20—owing to the fii>t by-law 
not having specified when it should 
go into effect.

C. F. Newell, acting for the city, 
contended that tho by-law was really

steamers displaced will then be sent 
around to the Pacific to take the run 
from Prince Rupert to Japanese and 
Chinese ports.

Wu Ting Fang Reappointed.

Pekin, Sept. 27—The reappointment 
of Wu Ting Fang to his former post 
a:; minister of China at Washington 
was gazetted yesterday.

-W„t

A WETASKIWIN RESIDENCE.
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DISCUSS
RAILWl

(Continued from I‘,|J

mg-period of five years 
nee fit to exercise said, |

Exclusive Privilege 
Enjoyment. I 

55. The municipality \| 
ing tlie currency hereof, 
sent to any other persorl 
tion than the company fj 
tion of_ a street railway! 
the municipality, or este| 
orate such, a system as 
undertaking : and the cd 
ing the several sums her! 
for and observing, peridT 
fulfilling all the coyenanl 

. conditions, stipulations, 
tion - in these presents coil 
and may peaceably and 
hold, and enjoy the right# 
eges hereby granted, witll 
or hindrance or trouble cl 
municipality or anv peysol
on its behalf. " 1

Appeal.
56. Wherever - herein à| 

or matter is referred to 
of the enginee'r or couil

, their decision shall be f 
either the company or 
pality appeal therefrom 
of arbitrators under the L 
Ordinance, which appeal i] 
en by one week’s notice 
posits party, and in tlial 
award of the arbitrator! 
final, but pending such 
decision of the engineer L 
shall nevertheless be obsel 
ho or they shall otherwiZ 
ing, permit, and if by thj 
decision of the engineer 
the company shall suffd 
pending the making of tin! 
arbitrators shall have th<T 
power to award damages 1 
opinion such have been s| 

Municipal Legislatl
57. Nothing in these prj 

tained shall prejudice or 
bona-fide exercise by the I 
ity or tlie Municipal Coni 
legislative power over its J 
its inhabitants, or the com! 
officeds, servants or agents! 
of any matter whatsoever! 
cially in respect of the si 
tors mentioned in the 14tl| 
sections of; the company's 
so far. as _such legislation! 
be inconsistent with the | 
hereof.

Exemption From Taxi
58. AIL the company’s cl 

ment, buildings, engines, f 
and appliances of all kil 
till; municipality directly ol 
relating to the railway or F 
therewith or appertaining 
shall be exempt from taxatj 
municipality for the "péril 
years from the 1st of Jam] 
but after the lapse of that 
company and its property ol 
within the municipality, 
cars, equipment, building! 
dynamos, and appliances of 
relating to the railway or 
therewith or appertaining! 
(with the exception of thef 
which shall include only- 
ties, and the company’s shl 
planking or pavement of tf 
shall be liable to taxation! 
fact that any such property! 
is upon or connected with J 
streets of the municipality, f 
or is over or upon the prcl 
any person, or corporation cl

. the company, shall not pref 
any way invalidate the asse| 
or the collection of taxes 
same. ■ s

Further Constructiol
59. The company shall wi| 

years from the completion 
miles of railway herein sped 
vided for, construct and H 
operation, as a passenger a$ 
line, a suburban line conneq 
its municipal system and 
beyond the limits of the mu! 
at least nine miles; provideef 
company shall" be excused 
performance of the provisioil 
clause if within the time afl 
shall have actually construl 
brought into bona-fide" regull 
tion a line, connecting the n| 
ity with some central part| 
municipality of the Town 
cona.

Indemnity.
60. The company shall he 

and shall indemnify the. mu| 
against all damages arising 
construction or operation of | 
pony’s railways.

Penalty.
61. The sum of $10,000 

with the secretary-treasurer I 
municipality shall be retainel 
municipality as a security al 
antee that * the company wf 
mence and put in operation I 
of track specified in sectioil 
3 and in section 59 hereof! 
tlie times therein respective 
tied.

In the event of the compij 
ing to construct or put in j 
the track specified in seetioe 
3 and in section 59 within tl 

"therein respectively specified! 
case of default in either c 
being of the essence) the 
shall, as liquidated and as| 
dqmageà.
, (1) Forfeit to tlie municipi 
said $10.000 less accrued. in| 
hereinafter specified.

(2> Forfeit ..all the l ights. ]| 
and powers granted by thi:| 
nient. . -

(3) Assign and make overl 
municipality or its Domineer 
rights, powers and privilégia 
and toy virtue-of tlie eompahl 
ter. ’

62. The municipality shall i 
^terest at the rate. of 5 per
* per annum on tlie said -dejj 

$10,000; said interest- to be 
nually and.calculated from tli| 
deposit of the said sum,

63. Upon the completion al 
.mencenient of operation of till 
railway a- provided in the sal 
59.. the municipality shall ' 
the company the "said 
$10.000.0,0. with accrued 
thereon.


